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The most recent change and version is highlighted and listed first.  This is the version you should use in your delivery of the component. 
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	Effective Date 
	Change 

	01 
	1st Sept 2023 
	· Updating module descriptor 
· Inclusion of component version log.


Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 6 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in [Named Provider]’s  programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.

The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 6 Communications and level 6 Mathematics modules with that of other level 6 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content

The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
1. Title of Programme Module

Gerontology 6N3748
2. Component Name and Code 

Gerontology 6N3748


3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)

4. Credit Value
15 Credits 
5. Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.
6. Special Requirements

None 
7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competence to enhance the quality of life of the older person and enable the learner to develop an understanding of the concepts of ageing from the physical, psychological and societal perspective and to address the needs of the older person in a dignified, inclusive and holistic manner.

8. Objectives of the Programme Module
·  To develop a comprehensive understanding of the concepts of the ageing process and recognise a range of factors that might contribute to physical and psychological decline.

· To facilitate the learner in gaining an insight into the pathological changes that can occur in adulthood and ageing.

· To enable the learner to explore and examine their personal and societal attitudes towards the older person and examine important issues associated with an ageing society.

· To explore and evaluate care provision for the older person nationally and internationally to include services and entitlements available that help and promote discovery, opportunities and independent living for the older person.

· To assist the learner in identifying the importance of providing emotional support through ageing, death and dying.

· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Gerontology 6N3748 through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to exercise substantial personal autonomy and responsibility.


9. Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Gerontology 6N3748
Learners will be able to:
1. Evaluate a range of common age-related psychological changes and their effect on the ageing client.
2. Assess personal and societal attitudes towards the older person to include issues of stereotyping, perpetuation of attitudes and personal bias
3.  Assess the importance of cultivating loving relationships throughout life to provide emotional supports to include the ability to address ageing, death and dying
4. Evaluate how services in long term care establishments can assist clients and their families to cope with issues of integration and change
5. Examine the issues associated with an ageing society to include economics, governmental policy, housing, healthcare and aids to successful ageing
6. Recognise a range of factors that contribute to physical decline and specific physical changes in ageing to include visual, auditory, musculatory, cardiopulmonary and skeletal factors
7. Identify a range of entitlements available to older citizens in Ireland to include legal entitlements, professional and governmental services and community and national organisations that provide help for older people
8. Research the normal and pathological changes in adulthood and ageing to include osteoporosis, dementias, incontinence, night blindness, hyper and hypo tension and heart disease
9. Evaluate older person care provision nationally and internationally to include, definition of old age, institutional care provision, services and supports to promote independent living
10. Describe the sociological aspects of ageing to include role transition, family life, spirituality, employment, ageing as a gradual life long process and potential stage of growth, discovery and opportunity

11.  Research the traditional view of old age in Irish culture, songs and writings, to include a contrast between the traditional views and emerging ideas of old age in Irish culture as affecting people of multiple disciplines.

10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1 The Ageing process
In order to achieve learning outcome 1 

L.O.1. Evaluate a range of common age related psychological changes and their effects on the ageing client.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Define healthy  ageing

· Understand the normal psychological process of ageing.

· Describe the effects that common age related psychological changes have on the older person in terms of Personality:
· Intellectual ability

· Self Esteem/self worth

· Independence

· Autonomy
In order to achieve learning outcomes 6 & 8

L.O.6 Recognise a range of factors that contribute to physical decline and specific physical changes in ageing to include Visual, Auditory, Musculatory, Cardiopulmonary  and skeletal factors.

L.O.8 Research the normal and pathological changes in adulthood and ageing to include    Osteoporosis, Incontinence, Night blindness, Hypertension, Hypotension and heart disease.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Understand the normal physiological process of ageing

· Identify the factors that contribute to pathological changes and physical decline in adulthood and ageing in terms of: 

· Environmental issues

· Immune response and Infection

· Chronic illness

· Sensory Impairment

· Musculoskeletal decline

· Cardiopulmonary changes

· Incontinence issues

· Dementia.

In order to achieve learning outcome 3.

L.O.3 Assess the importance of cultivating loving relationships throughout life to provide emotional supports to include the ability to address ageing, death and dying.    

Facilitate the learner to 

· Understand the value of cultivating loving relationships and promoting positive attitudes to ageing in the following areas:
· Changes in Family structure/ loving relationships

· Empowerment
· Autonomy 

· Independence

· Dignity 

· Respect
· Understand the range of emotional needs of the ageing person.
· Understand the importance of effective communication skills when dealing with issues of death and dying.
Section 2: The Older person and Society
In order to achieve learning outcome 2 & 5

L.O.2 Assess personal and societal attitudes towards the Older person to include issues of stereotyping, perpetuation of attitudes and personal bias.
L.O.5 Examine the issues associated with an ageing society to include economics, governmental policy, housing, healthcare and aids to successful ageing.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Examine global and national demography of ageing populations.
· Understand the social impact of ageing on older people.

· Discuss differing attitudes to ageing.

· Explore and examine their own personal bias or prejudice.

· Understand Allport’s five stages of prejudice

· Explore and examine issues of Ageism and stereotyping in society.

· Demonstrate an awareness of global and national demographic trends and its impact on 

· Government policy

· Economics

· Housing

· Healthcare
· Aids to successful ageing

In order to achieve learning outcome 10

L.O.10 Describe the sociological aspects of ageing to include role transition, family life, spirituality, employment, ageing as a gradual life long process and potential stage of growth, discovery and opportunity.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Identify and Explore the changing role of the ageing person in terms of 

· identity,
· Erik Erikson’s Lifespan development theory
· position in society 

· Family life

· Life- long learning

· Retirement /the workplace

· Spirituality
In order to achieve learning outcome 11

L.O.11 Research the traditional view of old age, culture, songs and writings, to include a contrast between the traditional views and emerging ideas of old age in Irish culture as affecting people of multiple disciplines.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Research and explore how the traditional Irish view of ageing relates to the more contempory view today in a multicultural society

· Examine how ageing was reflected through Irish Songs & Writings.

Section 3: Care services

In order to achieve learning outcome 4

L.O.4 Evaluated how services in long-term care establishments can assist clients and their families to cope with issues of integration and change.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Understand the role of HIQA in ensuring the promotion of well being of the older person.
· Understand how  ‘coping mechanisms’ work
· Recognise the importance of including family / multidisciplinary team as partners in care.
· Explore the value of different therapeutic interventions that will enhance the social interaction and quality of life of the older client in long-term care settings.
In order to achieve learning outcome 7

L.O.7 Identify a range of entitlements available to older citizens in Ireland to include Legal entitlements, professional and governmental services and community and national organisations that provide help for Older people.

Facilitate the learner to 

· To understand the role of Statutory organisations  in assisting the older person 

· To understand the role of Voluntary organisations  in assisting the older person 

· Research legal entitlements in Ireland for the older person.
In order to achieve learning outcome 9

L.O.9 Evaluate care provision for the Older person nationally and internationally to include definition of old age, institutional care provision, services and supports to promote independent living.

Facilitate the learner to 

· Define the term ‘Ageing’

· Research and evaluate the provision of care in a variety of care settings for the older person nationally and internationally

· Explore the appropriate services and supports the help to promote and maintain independent living for the older people in the community
Assessment
11a.
Assessment Techniques
	 Project 
	 50% 
	 

	 Learner Record 
	 50% 


	 


11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	2. Evaluate a range of common age related psychological changes and their effect on the ageing client.
	Learner record

	3. Assess personal and societal attitudes towards the older person to include issues of stereotyping, perpetuation of attitudes and personal bias.


	Project

	4. Assess the importance of cultivating loving relationships throughout life to provide emotional supports to include the ability to address ageing, death and dying.


	Learner record

	5. Evaluate how services in long-term care establishments can assist clients and their families to cope with issues of integration and change.

	Project 

	6. Examine the issues associated with an ageing society to include economics, governmental policy, housing, healthcare and aids to successful ageing.

	Project

	7. Recognise a range of factors that contribute to physical decline and specific physical changes in ageing to include visual, auditory, musculatory, cardiopulmonary and skeletal factors.
	Learner Record

	8. Identify a range of entitlements available to older citizens in Ireland to include legal entitlements, professional and governmental services and community and national organisations that provide help for older people.

	Project

	9. Research the normal and pathological changes in adulthood and ageing to include osteoporosis, dementias, incontinence, night blindness, hyper and hypo tension and heart disease.
	Learner Record


	10. Evaluate older person care provision nationally and internationally to include, definition of old age, institutional care provision, services and supports to promote independent living

	Project

	11. Describe the sociological aspects of ageing to include role transition, family life, spirituality, employment, ageing as a gradual life long process and potential stage of growth, discovery and opportunity 

	Learner Record


11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the learner records and project. In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.
	Learner record
	50%


	The learner records may be produced throughout the duration of the course.


	A personal learner record will be compiled by candidates. It should describe specific learning experiences, activities, responses and skills acquired. 
This record will cover leaning outcomes 1, 3, 6, 8 & 10.
The record may take a number of forms it can be a structured logbook, a diary, a selective record of events or experiences over a period of time or a learning journal.

In the learner record the learner will:
· Evaluate a range of common age related psychological changes and their effect on the ageing client.
· Assess the importance of cultivating loving relationships throughout life to provide emotional supports to include the ability to address ageing, death and dying.
· Recognise a range of factors that contribute to physical decline and specific physical changes in ageing to include visual, auditory, musculatory, cardiopulmonary and skeletal factors.

· Research the normal and pathological changes in adulthood and ageing to include osteoporosis, dementias, incontinence, night blindness, hyper and hypotension and heart disease.
· Describe the sociological aspects of ageing to include role transition, family life, spirituality, employment, ageing as a gradual life long process and potential stage of growth, discovery and opportunity.

Evidence of this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, audio, visual, and /or digital evidence. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions to the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	Project
	50%


	The project should be completed in a designated time frame during the programme and will cover learning outcomes 2, 4, 5, 7,9,11.

	The internal assessor will devise a brief that requires the candidate to produce evidence of research activity, evaluations and assessments following investigation of particular topics. For example, a written project detailing the results of research and investigation of how society reflects old age, the societal attitudes to the ageing person and identifying a range of factors that may support older people.
The project should reflect the following learning outcomes and should be accompanied by guidelines and instructions.

The project brief and guidelines should be clear and unambiguous and cover

· Assess personal and societal attitudes towards the older person to include issues of stereotyping, perpetuation of attitudes and personal bias.
· Evaluate how services in long-term care establishments can assist clients and their families to cope with issues of integration and change.
· Examine the issues associated with an ageing society to include economics, governmental policy, housing, healthcare and aids to successful ageing.
· Identify a range of entitlements available to older citizens in Ireland to include legal entitlements, professional and governmental services and community and national organisations that provide help for older people.
· Evaluate care provision for the older person nationally and internationally to include, definition of old age, institutional care provision, services and supports to promote independent living.
· Research the traditional view of old age in Irish culture, songs and writings, to include a contrast between the traditional views and emerging ideas of old age in Irish culture as affecting people of multiple disciplines.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, audio, visual or digital evidence. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



12. Grading

Distinction: 

80% - 100% 

Merit:



65% - 79%

Pass: 



50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	        Gerontology

            6N3748
	Learner Marking Sheet
Learner Record 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________



	Assessment Criteria


	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Evaluated a range of common age related psychological changes and their effect on the ageing client.

	      10
	

	Assessed the importance of cultivating loving relationships throughout life to provide emotional supports to include the ability to address ageing, death and dying.


	       10
	

	Recognised a range of factors that contribute to physical decline and specific physical changes in ageing to include visual, auditory, musculatory, cardiopulmonary and skeletal factors.


	       10
	

	Researched the normal and pathological changes in adulthood and ageing to include osteoporosis, dementias, incontinence, night blindness, hyper and hypo tension and heart disease.
	        10
	

	Described the sociological aspects of ageing to include role transition, family life, spirituality, employment, ageing as a gradual life long process and potential stage of growth, discovery and opportunity.


	         10
	

	Total Mark

	50
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Result Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been

transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet.

External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________

Date: _________________
	Gerontology

6N3748

	Learner Marking Sheet

Project 50%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________



	Assessment Criteria


	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Planning and presentation
· Clear identification and discussion of key issues. 
· Use of appropriate research and sources.
· Research data applied appropriately.

· Each section presented clearly

·  Sources clearly acknowledged & bibliography included

	10

	

	Care provision

· Clear understanding of care provision & services.

	20

	

	Ageing and Society

· Comprehensive analysis of findings, 

· Logical conclusions 

· Recommendations to include reflection on compilation process.


	20
	

	Total Mark

	50
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Result Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been

transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet.

External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________

Date: _________________
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