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Laois and Offaly ETB
Programme Module for 

Fine Art Photography
leading to 

Level 6 QQI  

Fine Art Photography 6N3449

Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 6 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 6 Communications and level 6 Mathematics modules with that of other level 6 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
1. Title of Programme Module

Fine Art Photography
2. Component Name and Code 

Fine Art Photography 6N3449
3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)
4. Credit Value

15 Credits 
5. Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure
6. Special Requirements

None
7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to give learners the opportunity to learn about the history of photography and to develop photographic skill and technique, through the production of a fine art photographic portfolio. To allow for the development of conceptual thought; self-expression and research skills.
8. Objectives of the Programme Module
· To provide opportunities for the learner to explore the history of photography and to appraise the major technological advances of the photographic industry in the context of 19th century fine art.
· To enable the learner to explore a conceptual approach to the development of own work by exploring the relationship of own work to the influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers, in order to understand the development and enhancement of creativity which is generated through the practice of fine art photography.
·  To enable the learner to utilise a range of suitable photographic techniques, equipment and materials, exploring a range of lighting situations, angles of view and perspective to ensure the work reaches its potential.
·  To facilitate the learner to explore a concept which includes a range of comprehensive and creative approaches in order to generate a body of personal work which aids in the completion of a brief, by which the finished work can facilitate the realisation of the original concept to its full potential.

· To assist the learner to work in a disciplined, methodical manner both in terms of a solo practitioner and as part of a team, by which the portfolio of personal work is suitable for presentation at interview and / or for an exhibition in a public space.

· To enable the learner to implement effective research, time management and self-evaluation skills in order to evaluate own work from a well-informed personal perspective that takes into account contemporary theories and practice.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Fine Art Photography 6N3449 through the medium of the indicative content.
· To enable the learner to exercise substantial personal autonomy and responsibility.
9. Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Fine Art Photography 6N3449
Learners will be able to:
1. Explore the history of photography in the context of 19th century fine art.
2. Appraise the major technological advances of the photographic industry and their influence on fine art applications.
3. Explore the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography.
4. Appraise the relationship of own work to the influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers.
5. Implement a conceptual approach to the development of personal work.
6. Establish a comprehensive approach to the choice of equipment and material with emphasis on their suitability for the specific task to be undertaken.
7. Utilise a diverse range of techniques, lighting situations, angles of view and perspective to ensure work realises its potential.
8. Generate a body of personal work in a format that enhances and facilitates the realisation of the original concept.
9. Implement a range of creative approaches that fully explore the potential of the brief.
10. Assemble a portfolio of work suitable for presentation at interview and or for exhibition in a gallery or public venue.
11. Evaluate own work from a well-informed personal perspective that takes into account contemporary theories and practice.
12. Work in a disciplined, methodical manner both in terms of a solo practitioner and as part of a team.
13. Implement effective research, time management and self-evaluation skills.
10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, power points, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate. Options in bold are suggested to be more appropriate to Fine Art Photography.
Section 1: Introduction to the History of Photography in a Fine Art Context.
· To provide opportunities for the learner to explore the history of photography in the context of 19th and 20th century fine art. To include:

· The invention of photography

· The relationship of photography to key art movements

· A range of photographers work

· To provide opportunities for the learner to appraise the major technological advances of the photographic industry and their influence on fine art applications. For example:

· The development of the camera

· The development of photographic equipment

· The development of photographic practices

· The development of photographic techniques

· To provide opportunities for the learner to demonstrate an understanding of: 
· An introduction to the history of photography 

· An introduction to contemporary photographic practice
· To assist the learner to explore the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography. 
· To enable the learner to appraise the relationship of own work to the influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers. For example:
· Research practices and concepts of fine art photographers work
· Research historical and contemporary philosophical debates and theories
Section 2: Conceptual Approaches to the Development and Evaluation of Personal Work
· To enable the learner to implement a conceptual approach to the development of personal work by exploring. For example:

· Issues of self

· Issues of society

· The environment

· Culture

· To enable the learner to develop a methodical approach to research and to utilise this to underpin the creative process. For example: 

· Research themes which develop into a concept
· Research practices and concepts of fine art photographers work

· To assist the learner to establish a comprehensive approach to the choice of equipment and material used, with emphasis on their suitability for the specific task to be undertaken. For example:
· Document all ideas to the approach 
· Document all equipment and material choices
· To facilitate the learner to fully explore the potential of a brief and to successfully complete a brief. For example:
· To implement a range of creative approaches towards exploring brief

· To carry out research and to utilise it in order to develop own work

· To facilitate the learner to consider the relationship of cultural and social considerations to own work.
· To assist the learner to explain changes and modifications during the production process.
· To facilitate the learner to use post-capture manipulation techniques to achieve desired outcomes of own work.
· To enable the learner to implement:

· Effective research
· Effective time management
· Effective self-evaluation skills
· To enable the learner to evaluate own work from a well-informed personal perspective that takes into account contemporary theories and practice. For example, to consider: 

· Innovation 

· Creativity

· Meanings 

· Communication
· To assist the learner to analyse the effectiveness of the communication of the initial concept in the completed work. For example: 

· To develop an appropriate level of critical awareness
Section 3: Fine Art Photography Portfolio Production and Exploration of Materials, Equipment and Approaches Used.

· To enable the learner to ensure work realises its full potential by utilising, for example:  

· A range of techniques

· Lighting situations

· Angles of view

· Perspective
· To assist the learner to generate a body of personal work in a format that enhances and facilitates the realisation of the original concept. For example: 
· Effective use of a range of photographic materials
· Effective use of incorporating results produced into the on-going development of the work
· To assist the learner to assemble a portfolio of work suitable for presentation at interview and / or for exhibition in a gallery or public venue. To include:
· Excellence in terms of skill
· Excellence in terms of technique
· To assist the learner to work in a disciplined and methodical manner. For example: 

· As a solo practitioner

· As part of a team
· To enable the learner to compare work produced through conventional and / or digital means, to determine the most appropriate approach to achieve the desired outcome. For example:
· Utilising various photographic processes
· Utilising various post capture manipulation techniques
· To assist the learner to explore and to combine presentation techniques in keeping with the set theme. For example: 

· Two dimensional approaches

· Three dimensional approaches

· To enable the learner to analyse how various methods of presenting imagery can effect and alter meanings derived from the work.
11. Assessment
11a.
Assessment Techniques

Collection of Work / Portfolio 40%

Project 30%

Learner Record 30%

11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Explore the history of photography in the context of 19th century fine art.
	Project

	2. Appraise the major technological advances of the photographic industry and their influence on fine art applications.
	Project

	3. Explore the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography.
	Project / Learner Record / Collection of Work

	4. Appraise the relationship of own work to the influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers.
	Project / Learner Record

	5. Implement a conceptual approach to the development of personal work.
	Learner Record / Collection of Work

	6. Establish a comprehensive approach to the choice of equipment and material with emphasis on their suitability for the specific task to be undertaken.
	Learner Record

	7. Utilise a diverse range of techniques, lighting situations, angles of view and perspective to ensure work realises its potential.
	Collection of Work

	8. Generate a body of personal work in a format that enhances and facilitates the realisation of the original concept.
	Collection of Work

	9. Implement a range of creative approaches that fully explore the potential of the brief.
	Project / Learner Record /Collection of Work

	10. Assemble a portfolio of work suitable for presentation at interview and or for exhibition in a gallery or public venue.
	Collection of Work

	11. Evaluate own work from a well-informed personal perspective that takes into account contemporary theories and practice.
	Learner Record 

	12. Work in a disciplined, methodical manner both in terms of a solo practitioner and as part of a team.
	Collection of Work

	13. Implement effective research, time management and self-evaluation skills.
	Learner Record


11c.  
Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the project, learner record and collection of work / portfolio.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.
	Project 
	Project 30%

	The internal assessor will devise the time frame given for completion of the project.

	· All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.
· The internal assessor will devise a brief that requires the learner to produce a research project of high standard examining historical, through to contemporary photographic practice and techniques.
· The project can be assessed for example: 
· As a presentation 

· As an essay
· Word count or the time limit of the project, will be devised by the internal assessor.

· The project must incorporate visual imagery and written research.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided on a USB key or on a CD.



	Learner Record
	Learner Record 30%

	The internal assessor will devise the time frame given for completion of the learner record.

	· All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.
· The internal assessor will devise guidelines for learners on completing a learner record; that demonstrates evidence of specific learning outcomes in the form of a visual and written diary.

· The learner record must document the learner’s progress and identifies all decisions taken in relation to the completion of the collection of work / portfolio and completion of the project.

· The learner record will be based on the student’s own personal concept and ideas, which will contribute to the completion of a collection of fine art photographic prints.
· All settings, functions, techniques, processes are to be documented in the learner record.

· The learner record will include all research considerations of the collection of work / portfolio and of the project. 
· The learner record can include for example:

· Technical considerations chosen
· Materials used
· Equipment used

· Locations used

· Development of concept from initial stages through to completion 
· Historical through to contemporary photographic practice
· Samples of past and present photographers work
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided on USB Key or saved on a cd.



	Collection of Work
	Collection of Work / Portfolio 40%

	The internal assessor will devise the time frame given for completion of the collection of work / portfolio.

	· All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.
· The internal assessor will specify the format and the size for the collection of work / portfolio of fine art photographs. 

· The collection of work / portfolio must include at least 10 large photographs.

· The photographs can be in black and white and/or colour.

· They can be created using conventional and/or digital methods of image capture. 

· They can utilise various conventional and/or digital post capture manipulations.
· The photographs are to be taken using an SLR camera to demonstrate the learner’s photographic skill and technique.
· All settings, functions, techniques and processes are to be presented in the collection.
· The collection of photographic work can be based on the learner’s own personal concept. 

· The concept can reflect for example: 

· The development of the learner’s own original idea

· The development of the learner’s idea related to another component

· The concept must be researched to its full potential and documented in the learner record.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided on a USB key or on a Cd.




12. Grading
Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Fine Art Photography 6N3449
	Learner Marking Sheet

Project 30%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	· The history of photography is explored in the context of 19th century fine art, to include an emphasis on analysing photographers work and is clearly documented.

· The major technological advances of the photographic industry and its influence on fine art applications are clearly presented.

· Research is included that, appraises the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography.

· The relationship of the learners own work is appraised and includes influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers by exploring their concept development is clearly demonstrated.

· A range of creative approaches and viewpoints that fully explore the potential of the brief are documented which includes the learner’s personal response.

· A range of historical and contemporary philosophical debates is clearly presented.
· Project is submitted on time.
	30


	

	Total Mark
	30
	


The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Fine Art Photography 6N3449
	Learner Marking Sheet

Learner Record 30%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark 

	· Research is incorporated which includes the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography is clearly presented.

· The relationship of the learners own work is appraised to the influences of a number of past and present fine art photographers is clearly documented, including the exploration of concept development

· Research is presented which includes a conceptual approach to the development of personal work.

· A comprehensive approach to the choice of equipment, material and processes used are undertaken, with emphasis on their suitability for the specific task is clearly presented.

· A range of creative approaches and viewpoints that fully explore the potential of the brief are implemented, in which the learner works towards a personal response and includes a statement of intent, is clearly documented.

· An evaluation of own work from a well-informed personal perspective is included, that takes into account effective research, time management and self-evaluation skills is clearly presented.

· All decision making criteria relevant to the development of the photographic work and the production of the portfolio is documented; to include innovation, creativity, meanings, communication and suitability for purpose.

· Contemporary issues of identity, society and cultural communication are explored as well as contemporary theories and practice, is clearly presented.

· Learner Record is submitted on time.
	30
	

	Total Mark
	30
	


The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Fine Art Photography 6N3449
	Learner Marking Sheet

Collection of Work / Portfolio 40%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	· An exploration of the development and enhancement of creativity through the practice of photography is clearly demonstrated.
A conceptual approach to the development of personal work is implemented and demonstrated, that generates a body of fine art photographs in a format that enhances and facilitates the realisation of the original concept.

· A diverse range of techniques, lighting situations, angles of view and perspective is utilised to ensure the work realises its full potential is clearly demonstrated.

· A range of techniques, processes and skills are used effectively and are clearly demonstrated to ensure the work meets the required standards.

· A range of creative approaches and post-capture manipulation techniques are implemented that fully explore the potential of the brief, are clearly presented.

· A portfolio of work suitable for presentation at interview and / or for exhibition in a gallery or public venue is assembled and presented to a high standard.

· The learner has demonstrated working in a disciplined and methodical manner both in terms of a solo practitioner and as part of a team.

· Collection of Work / Portfolio is submitted on time.
	40
	

	Total Mark

	40
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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