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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a FETAC minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 6 FETAC Certificate. 

The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. FETAC Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of FETAC Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 6 Communications and level 6 Mathematics modules with that of other level 6 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Digital Photography
Component Name and Code 
Digital Photography 6N3589
Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)
Credit Value
15 Credits 
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure
Special Requirements
None
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to facilitate the learner to develop practical, critical and creative skills in digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication
Objectives of the Programme Module
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to develop their existing skills of digital photography production
 
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to develop an understanding of the inter-relationship between theory and practice of photography
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to engage in a creative, original and personal manner in their work.

· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to develop      an awareness of photography as a contemporary medium of communication
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to assemble a portfolio of work suitable for public display
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to digital photography through the medium of the indicative content 
· This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge to exercise substantial personal autonomy and responsibility. 
Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Digital Photography 6N3589
Learners will be able to:

1        Evaluate the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication

2 Research current photography techniques and styles

3 Select appropriate equipment and software for a range of tasks

4 	Interpret clients brief understanding concepts and visual language including researching and managing client requirements

5 	Utilise a range of industry standard digital capture and editing devices

6 	Expose photographs correctly by controlling shutter speed, aperture, exposure compensation and white balance

7 	Manage digital editing tools efficiently to produce a final Image

8 	Generate a portfolio of photographs of a high professional standard suitable for public display

9	Demonstrate advanced skills in digital photographic production

10 	Demonstrate creativity through research and the practice of photography

11 	Demonstrate problem solving, observation and evaluation skills through the practice of portraiture

12 	Work in a disciplined manner, managing and participating successfully as a member of a professional team

13 	Appreciate the need for planning, research, time management and self-evaluation techniques
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Indicative Content
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom-based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

The programme content will facilitate the learner to create a portfolio of images that demonstrate practical creative and critical skills in the discipline of digital imaging

1.Technical Skills 
The programme will enable the learner to apply advanced functions of the digital single-lens reflex camera, for example (LO 3, 5, 6, 9) 
· Through a series of exercises defined by the teacher the learner will engage with the appropriate range of options used in a digital SLR camera to capture images 

· Light measurement with inbuilt and external light meters
· Exposure through shutter speed and aperture
· Aspect ratio, focusing and framing
· ISO
· White balance 
· Image quality and file size
· Colour space 

The programme will facilitate the learner to select and to use the appropriate equipment and computer software to fulfil a range of tasks in contemporary digital photographic practice, for example (LO 3, 7)

· Through a series of exercises defined by the teacher the learner will engage with the comparison of digital images acquired in digital capturing equipment, (digital camera and flatbed scanner). The scanning of media should include some or all of the following;

· Photographic prints
· Colour and black and white negative film
· Positive slide film

· The adjustment or enhancement of digital photographic media on a computer with appropriate software used in commercial and creative practice, through the use of digital darkroom facilities, such as Adobe Photoshop.  A series of set tasks and exercises devised by the teacher should include a broad range of common objectives, for example:
· Image modes/ formats/ colour spaces/ resolution/ pixel size/ 
· Full tonal range/ colour correction/ layers and masks/ dodging and burning 
· Desaturation and Hue/ colour filtering
· Repair and restoration of damaged prints and film media
· Incorporation of text into an image 

· Preparing digital media to be ready for high quality ink jet printing, either by a commercial printer or in-house high-quality printer, including the knowledge of 
· Image mode/ Resolution/ colour profile
· Print quality/ file format/ ICC profile 
· Media type

2. Creativity
The programme will facilitate the learner to evaluate the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication through classroom and personal research activities, for example (LO 1, 2, 12):

· The presentations of past and contemporary photographers work addressing political, social and conceptual themes 
· Class discussions addressing a broad range of photographic imagery 
· Class discussion and personal research discerning the different genres of photographic practice
· The exploration of the history of photography and art practice with visual presentations provided by the teacher
· Encouraging learners to engage in research in personal areas of subject interest 

3. Development of work
The programme will facilitate the learner to fully interpret and implement the clients brief by engaging with a series of exercises devised by the teacher, for example (LO 4)

· A series of set assignments and projects that require the learner to produce work that responds to a given theme or context
· The writing their own sample briefs in response to class lectures and discussion
· The carrying out of research to stimulate a creative and thorough systematic response to briefs
· The expression of their personal concerns through photographic representation as a response to the work of photographers/critical issues discussed in class
· Critical development through the review of work by self and others in relation to the initial intention of the brief
· The importance of contextual parameters in the production of work through class lecture and discussion 
· Producing photographic work that includes the role of juxtaposition as an integral component within the creation of visual coherence and narrative
· The development of the ability to engage with a brief over a sustained period of time

The programme will facilitate the learner to demonstrate creativity through research and the practice of photography through a programme devised by the teacher which may include, for example; (LO 4, 10, 12)
· Presenting ongoing work in the designated exercises to the class group for discussion and review
· Engaging with regular individual tutorial sessions with the teachers involved in the designated exercises 
· Engagement in research into the work of other photographers related to the topics introduced in class presentations and discussions 

The programme will facilitate the learner to develop their observation evaluation skills in portraiture through exercises designed by the teacher (LO 4, 11) 
· Through class lecture and discussion encompassing an understanding of the broad framework of portraiture in photography which could relate to individuals, groups, societies or concepts
· Understanding a chosen subject matter and identifying the visual strengths
· Accessing controlled portraiture situations
· Accessing uncontrolled portraiture situations
· Revealing the character of an individual or group in single image
· Creating an essay or story through the grouping of series of images
· Establishing a narrative or theme relating to a specific situation and maintaining a sustained study to be presented in a project

· Through the completion of an assignment engaging with a group of focussed themes, within the broad context of portraiture, which may include;
· Issue based projects
· Portraiture of an individual or group 5/6 prints 
· Extended studies and investigations of broader themes, such as environment, social, political issues

4. Presentation and Finishing Techniques 
The programme will facilitate the learner to manage images from their capture, through digital storage and adjustment to a recognised high standard, suitable for presentation as a printed image (LO 7, 8)

· The learner will have acquired the critical and practical skills and knowledge to present their photographic work at a professionally accepted standard, for example;

· Understanding and ability to operate a camera in a broad range of conditions
· Understanding and ability to capture a digital image with a camera or scanned film media
· Application of framing and composition to record and convey the intended message
· Application of digital formats, modes and adjustments to images appropriate to the subject and margins of photography
· Understanding and ability to prepare digital files for high quality printing
· Careful storage and presentation of the printed image with appropriate trimming, mounting or framing
The programme will facilitate the learner to compile and prepare a portfolio of work for professional presentation, for example (LO 8, 9, 13)

· The learner will have acquired the critical and practical skills and knowledge to present their photographic work by engagement with;
· Continuous editing and selection processes throughout the course to enable a final critical and comprehensive selection of work that clearly demonstrates their skills as photographer
· Storage formats and techniques that protects all photographic media
· Presentation techniques conducive to the protection and enhancement of the work

· The learner will have acquired the critical and practical skills and knowledge to present a body of work that includes their images accompanied by their written briefs or related explanations of their practice in a printable journal or book format 

Assessment

11a.	Assessment Techniques
Portfolio / Collection of Work		70%
Learners Record			30%

11b.	Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1    Evaluate the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication
	Learners Record

	2    Research current photography techniques and styles
	Learners Record

	3    Select appropriate equipment and software for a range of tasks
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	4    Interpret clients brief understanding concepts and visual language including researching and managing client requirements
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	5    Utilise a range of industry standard digital capture and editing devices
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	6    Expose photographs correctly by controlling shutter speed, aperture, exposure compensation and white balance
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	7    Manage digital editing tools efficiently to produce a final Image
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	8    Generate a portfolio of photographs of a high professional standard suitable for public display
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	9    Demonstrate advanced skills in digital photographic production
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	10 Demonstrate creativity through research and the practice of photography
	Learners Record

	11 Demonstrate problem solving, observation and evaluation skills through the practice of portraiture
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	12   Work in a disciplined manner, managing and participating successfully as a member of a professional team
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	13   Appreciate the need for planning, research, time management and self-evaluation techniques
	Learners Record


	
11c.  	Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes marking schemes and outline solutions for the name the assessment techniques from your Component Specification here.  In devising the assessment briefs/examination papers (care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Portfolio / Collection of work 
	70%

	The collection of work may be developed throughout the duration of the year. 
The collection of work may take the form of a response to a number of short briefs allowing the learner the opportunity to explore a range of technical / conceptual approaches in varied genres. A minimum of 12 images is necessary. 
The programme module can be delivered through classroom-based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role-play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.


	Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of visual and digital evidence. Any digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. 

The Learner will compile a collection of work comprising of a series of set tasks and exercises devised by the teacher, addressing mastery of tools and techniques to include evidence that demonstrate the following technical skills: (LO 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)

· Appropriate choice of equipment.
· Successful control of a range of lighting situations.
· Evidence of awareness of camera control.
· Data storage and file types
· Software selection and usage
· Post production processing and printing

The learner will compile a collection of work addressing various areas of subject interest, one of which includes portraiture (LO 4, 11)

· Class lecture and discussion development of an understanding of the broad framework of portraiture in photography 
· Through the completion of assignments of focussed projects within the broad context of portraiture, for example;
· Portraiture of an individual or group 5/6 prints accompanied by briefs
The remaining briefs may take the form of a response to a number of short briefs allowing the learner the opportunity to explore a range of technical / conceptual approaches in varied genres.
The learner will produce a portfolio of photographs representing a creative sustained investigation of a subject (LO 4, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13)

· Through the presentation of a body of work, selected from one of the assigned projects, containing a minimum of 6 images, printed, prepared to a high standard suitable for exhibition to include;

· Evidence of informed critical judgement relating to the selected subject
· Ability to generate/respond to and follow through on briefs
· Evidence of mature sustained engagement with subject
· Evidence of clear, systematic working methodologies
· Effective organisational skills and critical evaluation applied in selecting the work
· Evidence of proper professional working methodology: research, planning, shooting, editing, printing
· Evidence of technical and aesthetic consideration to presentation formats



	Learners Record

	30%

	The assignment can be produced during the duration of the program module. 

	The Learner will maintain a learners record, hand produced/ in digital media, or a combination of each format, documenting their responses to the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication. This should illustrate a broad understanding of photography practice, the topics of which introduced through a series of class room lectures and exercises devised by the teacher, including for example (LO 1, 2, 10, 13):

· Records of the learners practice in digital photography in the form of electronically created contact sheets or en-prints
· Evidence of the learners ability to evaluate their own practice on aesthetic, technical and conceptual levels
· Evidence of the learners awareness of the influence of photography as a means of communication
· References to technical background of specific approaches in response to given briefs
· References to history of photography and art practice
· References to class discussions and visual presentations across a broad range of genres
· Evidence of effective and sustained approach – leading to an in depth engagement with the subject 


1. 
Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Digital Photography 6N3589

	Learner Marking Sheet
Portfolio / Collection of Work 
70%




Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Technical Skills
· Camerawork technically proficient and effective use of camera features
· Software correctly used to store and adjust images 
· Technical proficient use of equipment and processes
· Photographs printed to an acceptable standard
Creativity
· Interpretation of brief requirements 
· Good photographic image construction
· Selection of photographs appropriate to themes
· Effective choice of subject matter within confines of the theme
Visual Theme

· Full, creative exploration of theme
· Clear indication of personal interest arising from exploration
· Images selected to clearly express theme and concern
· Clear sequencing/structuring of visual images to support ideas to be expressed
	

20









20








30


	

	Total Mark

	70
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................


   
	Digital Photography 6N3589

	Learner Marking Sheet
Learners Record
30%




Learner’s Name: ______________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication
· Documentation of exercises 
· Evaluation of own practice
· Reference to other photographers work
· Evidence of sustained application and time management 





	



30










	

	Total Mark

	30  
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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