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Laois and Offaly ETB
Programme Module for 

Creative Application Ceramics

Leading to

Level 6 QQI
Creative Application Ceramics 6N3445
Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 6 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the Learning Outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 6 Communications and level 6 Mathematics modules with that of other level 6 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all Learning Outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the Learning Outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all Learning Outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
1. Title of Programme Module

Creative Application Ceramics

2. Component Name and Code 

Creative Application Ceramics 6N3445

3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)

4. Credit Value

15 Credits 

5. Status
This programme module is compulsory within the context of the validated programme Creative Ceramics.
6. Special Requirements

None
7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to autonomously use clay as a creative medium in a disciplined, critical and creative way.

8. Objectives of the Programme Module

· To promote in the learner the ability to develop research based ideas for ceramic project work, using and integrating cross-disciplinary skills like drawing and other visual media as well as ceramic techniques.
· To encourage the learner to explore the exploitation of visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept development.
· To promote extensive experimentation and exploration of a variety of techniques that will enable the identification of limitations of materials and processes and foster the development of a personalised approach. 
· To afford the learner opportunities to enhance his/her confidence and to explore and develop his/her potential as a maker, designer and/or artist in the medium of clay. 
· To assist the learner to produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standart, while maintaining a responsible and environmentally friendly workshop practice.
· To enable the learner to view and evaluate his/her own approach in the context of past and contemporary ceramic practice.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to ceramics through the medium of the indicative content and to communicate ideas successfully. 
· To enable the learner to exercise substantial personal autonomy and responsibility including interpersonal, team working, problem solving and time management skills as appropriate

9. Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Creative Application Ceramics 6N3445
Learners will be able to:

1. Explain the historical and cultural role of ceramics in the craft sector

2. Evaluate a comprehensive range of traditional and modern approaches to fine art ceramics in personal expressiv ways.

3. Engage in the evaluation of own and others work using ceramic terminology and theory appropriateley

4. Exploit visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept development using ceramic techniques

5. Demonstrate responsible workshop practice including a regard for environmentally friendly techniques.

6. Identify the limitations and possibilities of materials and processes through extensive experimentation, developing a personalised approach.

7. Produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standart.

8. Create a body of primary and secondary research material appropriate to concept development in ceramics.

9. Integrate cross-disciplinary skills in drawing and other visual media in ceramic development process

10. Establish a process of working using personal ideas and motivations to produce robust work.

11. Explore a variety of techniques that enable successful communication of ideas

12. Demonstrate critical awareness of own and others work in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice.

10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1: Research and idea development

Learning Outcome 8 

Facilitate the learner to create a body of primary and secondary research material appropriate to concept development in ceramics through methods such as observational drawing, sketching, book based research, web based research. 
Learning Outcome 9

Facilitate the learner to integrate cross-disciplinary skills for 2D idea development.such as drawing, photography, print and collage work

Learning Outcome 4

Facilitate the learner to exploit visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept development using and experimenting with a wide variety  of ceramic techniques for 3D idea development  

· including primary techniques such as hand-building, throwing, press moulding, sculpting

· including secondary techniques such as deformation, texturing, cutting
Section 2:  Body of work and evaluation

Learning Outcome 6

Facilitate the learner to identify the limitations and possibilities of materials and processes through extensive experimentation developing a personalised approach which may include:

· the use of a wide variety of clays such as coloured earthenware clays, stoneware clays, grogged clays, paperclays, personally developed clay recipes, personally manipulated clay recipes
· the further development and personalisation of basic making techniques such as throwing, handbuilding, sculpting, pressmoulding

· the application of decoration techniques such as mono printing, lithography, texturing, burnishing

· the application of surfacce treatments through for example oxides, velvets, slips, glazes, lusters
· the use of experimental firing techniques such as raku firing, smoke firing

Learning Outcome 7 and 10 

Facilitate the learner to produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standart based on personal ideas and motivations which may be for example:

· a wall piece that may have 
· functional qualities such as a mirror or picture frame, a shelving unit, wall mounted plant containers, a wall mounted fountain

· decorative qualities

· expressive qualities

· a sculpture that may consist of 

· multiple pieces

· one stand alone piece that may have
· functional qualities like a fountain, a bird house, a bird bath, a plant countainer, a seat
· decorative qualities
· expressive qualities

· a set of vessels that may have
· functional qualities such as a teapot with sugar bowl and milk jug, a set of vases, oil and vinegar bottles, a set of perfume bottles
· decorative qualities
· expressive qualities

Learning Outcome 11
Explore a variety of techniques that enable successful communication of ideas by for example

· exploring different scales 
· exploring different formats
· exploring different approaches for example detailed/minimalist,  representational/abstract, exaggerated/simplified 

Learning Outcome 5

Facilitate the learner to demonstrate responsible workshop practice including a regard for environmentally friendly techniques by for example

· being aware of and adhering to health and safety standards like

· the safe storage of materials and tools

· the wet cleaning of all spillage and dust

· the use of a dust extraction system/ dust masks when handling powdered substances

· the avoidance of food and drink consumption in studio area

· the  use  of ventilation in relation to firing and luster application

· the wearing of proctective clothing like

· gloves when handling hazardous oxides

· insulation gloves when unloading the kiln

· aprons or other protective clothing when handling clay, plaster and glaze ingrediences

· being mindful of environmental issues  in relation to materials and processes by for  example 

· recycling clays

· recycling glazes

· using a sedimentation tank

· avoiding the use of hazardous sustances as much as possible

· avoiding the creation of hazardous fumes

Learning Outcome 12

Facilitate the learner to evaluate own work in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice by refering to past and present practitioners that are relevant to the learner’s own person practice due to

· their use of similar processes and materials

· a similarity in interest and concerns

· a similarity in design

· a similarity in their personal history 

Learning Outcome 1

Facilitate the learner to show an appreciation of the historical and cultural role of ceramics in the craft sector in relation to Ireland, Europe, the world

Learning Outcome 2

Facilitate the learner to develope an appreciation of a range of traditional and modern approaches to fine art ceramics looking at formats such as

· table top scuptures

· life size portraits, busts and figures

· large scale vessels

· assemblages

· ceramic installations

Learning Outcome 3

Facilitate the learner to use ceramic terminology and theory appropriately when engaging in the evaluation of own and others work through practices that may include:

· the critical review of an exhibition (aural or written)

· the critical review of a ceramic artist (aural or written)

· the presentation of personal course work

· self- evaluation of project work
11. Assessment
11a.
Assessment Techniques

Portfolio/ Collection of Work
60%

Project



40%
11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all Learning Outcomes from the component specification; each Learning Outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Explain the historical and cultural role of ceramics in the craft sector
	Portfolio

	2. Evaluate a comprehensive range of traditional and modern approaches to fine art ceramics in personal expressive ways.
	Portfolio

	3. Engage in the evaluation of own and others work using ceramic terminology and theory appropriateley
	Portfolio

	4. Exploit visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept    development using ceramic techniques
	Project

	5. Demonstrate responsible workshop practice including a regard for environmentally friendly techniques
	Project

	6. Identify the limitations and possibilities of materials and processes through extensive experimentation, developing a personalised approach
	Project

	7. Produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standart
	Project

	8. Create a body of primary and secondary research material appropriate to concept development in ceramics.
	Portfolio

	9. Integrate cross-disciplinary skills in drawing and other visual media in ceramic development process
	Portfolio

	10. Establish a process of working using personal ideas and motivations to produce robust work.
	Project

	11. Explore a variety of techniques that enable successful communication of ideas
	Portfolio

	12. Demonstrate critical awareness of own and others work in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice.
	Portfolio


11c.  
Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for portfolio and project. In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the Learning Outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assessment Technique 1: Portfolio
	Assessment Technique 1  60%

	Portfolios must be compiled during delivery of the programme

	The portfolio will enable the learner to 

· explain the historical and cultural role of ceramics in the craft sector (Learning Outcome 1)

· evaluate a comprehensive range of traditional and modern approaches to fine art ceramics in personal expressive ways (Learning Outcome 2)

· explore a variety of techniques that enable successful communication of ideas (Learning Outcome 11)

· create a body of primary and secondary research material appropriate to concept development in ceramics (Learning Outcome 8).

· integrate cross-disciplinary skills in drawing and other visual media in ceramic development process (Learning Outcome 9)

· demonstrate critical awareness of own and others work in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice. (Learning Outcome 12)

The portfolio may conform to the following structure

· Personalised project brief

· Historical and contemporary research relevant to personal project brief

· Primary research 

· Idea and concept development

· Critical self-evaluation

Portfolios may take the form of written as well as visual evidence. All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.




	Assessment Technique 2: Project 
	Assessment Technique 2  40%

	Projects are to be delivered within a set time as decided by component teacher.  

	Projects will enable the learner to
· exploit visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept development using ceramic techniques (Learning Outcome 4)

· identify the limitations and possibilities of materials and processes through extensive experimentation, developing a personalised approach (Learning Outcome 6)

· establish a process of working using personal ideas and motivations to produce robust work (10).

· produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standart (Learning Outcome 7)

· demonstrate responsible workshop practice including a regard for environmentally friendly techniques (Learning Outcome 5)
Projects may conform to the following  structure

· experimental samples

· maquette work

· final pieces

Students should be asked to personalise a given brief to which project work will be developed. 

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of 3-D evidence. 

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.




12. Grading

Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Creative Application Ceramics 6N3445
	Learner Marking Sheet 1

Portfolio 60% 


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Understanding of the historical and cultural role of ceramics in the craft sector demonstrated through secondary research relevant to personal project brief.
Ability to evaluate a comprehensive range of traditional and modern approaches to fine art ceramics in personal expressiv ways  demonstrated.
	15
	

	Primary research undertaken. 

2D idea development which demonstrates the integration of crossdisciplinary skills carried out.
	30


	

	Personal work in relation to traditional and contemporary context critically evaluated.

Ideas communicated  successfully 

Ceramic terminology and theory used appropriateley
	15
	

	Total Mark

	60
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Creative Application Ceramics 6N3445
	Learner Marking Sheet 2

Project 40% 


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	· Exploitation of visual formal qualities and elements of design and concept development using ceramic techniques demonstrated through maquete work and experimental samples demonstrated 
Limitations and possibilities of materials and processes through extensive experimentation identified, developing a personalised approach
	15
	

	Process of working using personal ideas and motivations established to produce robust work.

Conclusive, coherent body of work produced to exhibition standart
	20
	

	Responsible workshop practice including a regard for environmentally friendly techniques demonstrated


	5
	

	Total Mark
	40
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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