Laois and Offaly ETB

[image: image1.jpg]



Laois and Offaly ETB
Programme Module for 
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leading to 
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Child Development   6N1942

Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.

The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
1. Title of Programme Module
Child Development
2. Component Name and Code 

Level 6 Child Development 6N1942
3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)
4. Credit Value

15 Credits 
5. Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure
6. Special Requirements

In the programme validation application, the provider is required to state that they will ensure that each learner on the programme will be given an opportunity to acquire knowledge, skill and competence and have some assessments carried out in a notified Early Childhood Care and Education setting or recognised equivalent.
7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to  This module is designed to provide the learner with knowledge and understanding of child development from 0-12 years and the skills required to implement and promote the use of observations in the early childhood education and care setting.  This module aims to promote good practice, equality and respect for diversity in early childhood education and care.
8. Objectives of the Programme Module: 

· Recognise the capabilities and potential of the individual child across all domains of development

· Carry out observation and evaluation techniques and understand their implications for practice

· Understand the influence of genetic, social, cultural and environmental factors on the overall development of the child 

· Understand the interdependency of all domains of development

· Critically reflect on the child development
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Early Childhood Care & Education Level 6 through the medium of the indicative content 

· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.
9. Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Child Development 6N1942
Learners will be able to:

1. Critically reflect on child development theories and their application on ECCE practice

2. Explore the effects of a range of genetic, social, cultural and environmental factors on the holistic development of the child

3. Research a range of theoretical perspectives in the field of behaviour management in support of the holistic development of the child

4. Select from a range of specialised skills to meet the needs of parents, children, colleagues and other stakeholders in an ECCE setting in the context of legislation and national practice guidelines

5. Organise a variety of detailed observations in support of programme planning for individual and groups of children using a range of tools.
6. Evaluate personal and team practice in meeting child development needs in an ECCE setting.

7. Identify personal learning and assist others in identifying learning and personal development goals.
10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1: Developmental Theory

LO1: The Learner will be able to:

· Appreciate the holistic view of development from (0 to 12 years)

· Appraise the different perspectives in child development - Maturationalist, Behaviourist, Constructivist and Social Constructivist

· Evaluate the relative influence each of these perspectives has on how the child develops and learns (0-12 yrs)

· Apply the general principles and theoretical perspectives to all areas of development
LO2: The Learner will be able to:
· Discuss the broad scope of genetics as a possible positive and/or negative foundation for development

· Appraise the interdependence of genetic, social cultural and environmental factors on child development

· Explain how children’s behaviour can be affected by different factors e.g. developmental stage, physical factors e.g. tiredness, emotional factors, adult responses e.g. role model etc.
LO3: The Learner will be able to:
· Discuss the importance of the role of the adult in promoting and encouraging positive behaviour and assessing the effectiveness of strategies used to manage and resolve conflict

· Discuss reasons as to why children exhibit unacceptable behaviour and develop management strategies according to the behaviourist, social learning theory and cognitive perspective
Section 2: Application of Theory

LO4: The Learner will be able to:
· Describe the role of the ECCE supervisor in acknowledging the importance of maintaining positive relationships with the parents, children, colleagues and other stakeholders

· Appreciate the importance of effective communication skills and how to communicate with children, adults and colleagues

· Reflect on the significance of relevant legislation which underpins working with children their parents and on work practices within the ECCE setting
LO5: The Learner will be able to:

· Delineate the reasons for carrying out observations in different ways in different types of settings/contexts

· Utilise a range of methods/techniques used for different observational purposes

· Provide appropriate evaluations of individual and group needs through observations and determine the implications for practice

· Use observations to assess development and make comparisons to the stages and sequences of all aspects of development

· Use information from a range of sources e.g. any other stakeholders involved to assess development

· Reflect on the implications for practice of the assessment of children through observation e.g. issues of reliability and validity, appropriate observation techniques, implications for planning, legal requirements and working with parents and other professionals in the setting
LO6: The Learner will be able to:
· Analyse the issues which are essential to confidentiality and objectivity in the ECCE setting e.g. sharing information, team working, safe storage of information, working with parents, legal requirements, policies and procedures, personal attitudes and values

· Assess personal and team practices with regard to policies in the ECCE environment

· Appreciate the generic principles and values that underpin working in children’s services such as – being healthy, staying safe, making a positive contribution
LO7: The Learner will be able to:
· Appreciate the importance of personal and professional development both for self and for the profession in general

· Recognise preferred learning styles and how to improve ability to learn

· Appreciate the relevant study skills e.g. research, evaluation, referencing that will support the candidate /learner in their course
11. Assessment
11a.
Assessment Techniques

Project       
60%

Examination 
40%
11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Critically reflect on child development theories and their application on ECCE practice
	Project and Examination

	2. Explore the effects of a range of genetic, social, cultural and environmental factors on the holistic development of the child
	Project and Examination

	3. Research a range of theoretical perspectives in the field of behaviour management in support of the holistic development of the child
	Project and Examination

	4. Select from a range of specialised skills to meet the needs of parents, children, colleagues and other stakeholders in an ECCE setting in the context of legislation and national practice guidelines
	Project and Examination

	5. Organise a variety of detailed observations in support of programme planning for individual and groups of children using a range of tools
	Project

	6. Evaluate personal and team practice in meeting child development needs in an ECCE setting
	Project and Examination

	7. Identify personal learning goals and assist others in identifying learning and personal development goals
	Project


11c.  
Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes/examination papers, marking schemes and outline solutions for project and the examination.    In devising the assessment briefs/examination paper, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.
	Project 
	60%

	The Project may be produced throughout the duration of this programme component

	The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the Project. In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the Learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL learning outcomes

The learner will implement one or more interventions on the findings of a series of observations on a child or on a group of children and provide evidence of supporting research on the topics and issues traversed through the implementation of this intervention.
The learner will provide a comprehensive justification of an intended plan for intervention.  The learner will select appropriate observation methods suitable to inform practice.  The learner will provide a comprehensive intervention plan and an ability to relate theory to practice. Detailed recommendations based on research and key concepts will be made and the learner will deliver a thorough reflection on effectiveness of planned intervention.

Effective use of research skills will be displayed.

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief


	Examination 
	40%

	The examination will take place at the conclusion of the unit

	The assessor will devise a theory based examination that assesses the candidate’s ability to recall and apply theory and understanding requiring responses to a range of structured questions.  

The examination will be based on a range of specific learning outcomes from the indicative content throughout the module and will be two hours in duration.  

The format of the examination will be:

Candidates are required to answer 4 structured questions (20 marks each)

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an examination paper 


12. Grading

Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Child Development Level 6 6N1942
	Learner Marking Sheet

Project 60%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Rationale for intended intervention(s)
	5
	

	Selection of appropriate observations employed to inform practice
	10
	

	Comprehensive intervention plan(s)
	10
	

	Evidence of collaboration with the stakeholders involved
	10
	

	Detailed recommendations based on research and key concepts
	10
	

	Thorough reflection on effectiveness of planned intervention
	10
	

	Effective use of research skills
	5
	

	Total Marks
	60
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Child Development Level 6 6N1942
	Learner Marking Sheet

Examination 40%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________


	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Structured Questions:

	Question 1
	20
	

	Question 2
	20
	

	Question 3
	20
	

	Question 4
	20
	

	Total Mark
	80
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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