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Programme Module for 

Ceramics Craft Skills

leading to 

Level 6 QQI 
Ceramics Craft Skills 6N3616 
Version Log for this Component 
The most recent change and version is highlighted and listed first.  This is the version you should use in your delivery of the component. 
 
	Version 
	Effective Date 
	Change 

	03 
	1st Sept 2022 
	Minor reformatting. No Change to content. 
Inclusion of component version log.  

	02 
	1st Sept 2020 
	Formatting only 


Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 6 QQI Certificate. 

The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois & Offaly Education & Training Provider programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.

The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 6 Communications and level 6 Mathematics modules with that of other level 6 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module
1. Indicative Content. Title of Programme Module

Ceramics Craft Skills

2. Component Name and Code
Ceramics Craft Skills 6N3616
3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)
4. Credit Value

15 Credits

5. Status

This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

6. Special Requirements 
None 
7. Aim of the Programme Module

To equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to use a wide range of ceramic craft skills to exhibition standard.
8. Objectives of the Programme Module

· To further foster in the learner a critical awareness of own and others technical craft skills in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice in relation to processes and traditions.

· To enable the learner to compile a body of primary and secondary research.

· To develop technical craft skills that are relevant to a personal ceramic project.

· To produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standard.

· To encourage the learner to exercise responsible workshop practice including planning and costing, the correct treatment of clay and glaze surplus and waste materials, maintenance of pug-mills and other equipment while being aware of health and safety as well as environmental concerns.

· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to ceramics through the medium of the indicative content 

· To enable the learner to exercise substantial personal autonomy and responsibility.

9. Learning Outcomes of Level 6 Ceramics Craft Skills 3N3616

Learners will be able to:

1. Name a range of appropriate techniques and underpinning craft skills for fine art, industrial, architectural ceramics 

2. Engage in the critical evaluation of own and others craft skills regarding a range of contemporary and historical processes and traditions 

3. Use a variety of clay forming techniques.
4. Treat clay and glaze surplus and waste materials correctly, including maintenance of pug-mills and other equipment 

5. Apply a range of fit for purpose glazes or other finishes to ceramic artifacts 

6. Produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standard to include additive, subtractive and constructive craft techniques with clay 

7. Compile a body of primary and secondary research that demonstrates competence in translating and planning ideas.
8. Exercise responsible workshop practice with regard to planning, health and safety and environmental concerns 

	10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.



	Section 1:  Craft skills and their practical application



	Facilitate the learner to use a variety of techniques that may include

-in relation to throwing

· basic throwing of cylinders and bowls

· advanced throwing of lids and spouts

· turning

· pulling of handles
· assemblage of thrown section
-in relation to hand building
· pinching

· soft slab building

· leather hard slab building
· experimental hand building
-in relation to slip casting

· slip casting of 1 part moulds

· slip casting of 2 part moulds

-in relation to press moulding
· preparation of clay or plaster models

· casting of models as 1 or two part moulds

· press moulding introducing texture through printing and deforming

· press moulding introducing texture through organic and non-organic additions to the clay like:
· -paper-mache
· -sand
· -rice

· press moulding introducing colour to the clay through the addition of 

· -oxides

· -body stains
-sandcasting

-in relation to modelling and sculpting

· portrait modelling

· life modelling

-in relation to relief making and 3D decoration techniques

· tile making using high relief

· tile making using low relief 

· texturing using imprints

in relation to 2D decoration techniques
lithography
slip decoration that may include

· scraffitto

· marbling
· feathering

· slip trailing

· monoprinting

· stencil application

Facilitate the learner to explore a variety of clays such as

· Coloured earthenware clays

· Grogged clay

· Stoneware clays

· Porcelain

Facilitate the learner to make a limited edition of ceramic items as project work to a given and further personalised brief for example:

· to make a functional container with lid

· to make a container with a spout

· to make a container with a handle

· to make a small set of decorative items such as

· chess pieces

· a set of small bowls

· buttons

· jewellery such as

· earrings
· pendants

· broaches
· to make a teapot

· to make a plant container with tray

· to make an item/items of architectural ceramics such as 

· tiles

· shelf’s
· small basins and sinks

· fountains

· bird houses
· lamp shades

Facilitate the learner to apply fit for purpose glazes or finishes using 

· in terms of materials for example:

· oxides and body stains
· slips and under glaze colours

· glazes

· in terms of application

· brushing

· sponging

· dipping



	Section 2: Critical awareness in relation to skills and techniques



	Facilitate the learner to develop a critical awareness of own and others ttechnical craft skills in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice in relation to for example 
· Ancient and traditional European Ceramics such as
· the ceramics of ancient Cyprus
· African smoke fired Ceramics
· Contemporary Irish Ceramic Practitioners such as
· Robert Lee

· Sarah Flynn

· Nuala O’Donovan

· Jim Turner

· Etain Hickey

· Julie Forester

· Markus O’ Mahony

· Orliath Ross

· Claire Curneen

· Christy Keeney
· Contemporary International Ceramic Practitioners such as
· Lucy Rie
· Hans Coper
· Caroline Andrin
· Bernhard Leach
· Michael Cardew
· Michael Flynn

· Nicole Thoss
· Imre Schrammel
· John Maltby


	Section 3: Notes on production and studio practice



	Facilitate the learner to name a range of appropriate techniques and underpinning craft skills for fine art, industrial, architectural ceramics like for example

· Press molding

· Sculpting

· Sandcasting

· Slip casting

Facilitate the learner to manage their creative practice through for example

· planning which may include

· action plan  

· work drawing

· costing which may include

· account of time spent for development and production

· material used

· firing costs occurred.



	Facilitate the learner to establish a responsible studio practice by for example:
Recycling clays through techniques like

· pugging

· spiral wedging

· wire cutting 

Recycling glazes by collecting surplus glazes and ingredients to develop rest glazes

Maintaining equipment such as

· pug mills
· wheels

· extruders

· slab rollers
· kilns

· kiln furniture

Developing an awareness of health and safety in relation to dust inhalation caused by materials in powered form such as:
· dry clay

· plaster 

· glaze ingredients
Hazardous substances such as 

· Cobalt oxide

· Nickel oxide

· Manganese dioxide

· Barium Carbonate

· Lithium oxide

· Lead oxide

Kilns and firing including experimental techniques such smoke firing



11. Assessment
11a.
Assessment Techniques

Collection of Work
70%

Learner Record

30%


11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.


	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Name a range of appropriate techniques and underpinning craft skills for fine art, industrial, architectural ceramics 
	Learner Record

	2. Demonstrate critical awareness of own and others ttechnical craft skills in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice.
	Learner Record

	3. Compile a body of primary and secondary research into technical craft skills that are relevant to a personal ceramic project
	Collection of work

	4. Engage in the critical evaluation of own and others craft skills regarding a range of contemporary and historical processes and traditions 
	Collection of work

	5. Use a variety of clay forming techniques

	Collection of work

	6. Apply a range of fit for purpose glazes or other finishes to ceramic artifacts


	Collection of work

	7. Produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standard including using additive, subtractive and constructive craft techniques with clay. 
	Collection of work

	8. Exercise responsible workshop practice including with regard to planning, costing, health and safety and environmental concerns 


	Learner Record

	9. Treat clay and glaze surplus and waste materials correctly, including maintenance of pug-mills and other equipment 


	Learner Record


11c.  
Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the assignments.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assessment Technique 1 :

Learner Record
	Assessment Technique 1  30%

	Learner Record to be delivered within a set time as decided by component teacher. 



	The learner record will enable the learner to

- identify a range of appropriate techniques and underpinning craft skills for fine art, industrial, architectural ceramics by undertaking project relevant research that may include

web-based research

book and journal based research

reviews of shows and exhibitions 

- record relevant information in regards to responsible workshop practice and management which may include for example

the labeling and safe storage of all clay and glaze ingredients
the wet-cleaning of dry and plastic clay and glaze material spillage

the inhibition to eat or drink in the work shop area

the wearing of protective, dust free clothing

notes on the safe use and maintenance of equipment such as

pug mills

wheels

kilns

kiln furniture

extruders

slab rollers

notes on the correct treatment of clay and glaze surplus and waste materials

notes on time spent 

notes on the cost of materials used

visual information and measurements for final project work

-demonstrate critical awareness of own and others ttechnical craft skills in the context of contemporary and past ceramic practice which may refer to 

art, craft or design movements and trends

single artists
The learner record may be structured as followed

Secondary research into techniques and craft skills appropriate to project work

Essay on traditional and contemporary practitioners relevant to project work

Action plan

Notes on materials and processes used

Costing of materials and firings

Time spent

Working drawings
Notes on health and safety as well as environmental issues

Critical evaluation of materials and processes used

The information may be in the form of notes, short essays or hand-outs, drawings sketches and photographs.

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written and visual evidence. 

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.




	Assessment Technique

Collection of work  


	Assessment Technique 2  70%

	Collection of work to be delivered within a set time as decided by component teacher.



	The collection of work will enable the learner to:

use a variety of ceramic techniques such as:

Throwing

Low-relief

Slip Casting

Pressmoulding 

Mould making

Sculpting

Hand building
compile a body of primary and secondary research into technical craft skills that are relevant to a personal ceramic project through 

skill sampling

experimentation

personalization and creative development of traditional techniques

apply a range of fit for purpose glazes or other finishes to ceramic artifacts such as

surface treatment with oxides on sculptural work

stoneware glazes on tableware

wax on burnished and smoke fired decorative ceramics
raku glazes on decorative ceramics

produce a conclusive, coherent body of work to exhibition standard which may include:

single items

sets and groups

composite pieces
The collection of work may conform to the following structure

a portfolio of skill samples 

a minimum of 1 project to a given and further personalised brief including

tests on clays,

tests on glazes and surface treatments

maquette work

final pieces 

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of 3D evidence. 

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief


12. Grading

Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Ceramics Craft Skills

6N3616
	Learner Marking Sheet

Learner Record

30% 



Learner’s Name: ________________________________



	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Research on techniques, craft skills and approaches appropriate to project work undertaken

Evidence of planning and management

Action plan

Notes on materials and processes used

Costing of materials and firings

Time spent

Working drawings
Awareness of health and safety as well as environmental issues evident

Critical evaluation of materials and processes carried out


	10
15

5
	

	Total Mark

	30
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Ceramics Craft Skills

6N3616
	Learner Marking Sheet

Collection of Work

70%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

Learner’s PPSN: ________________

	Assessment Criteria


	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Skill samples
	
	

	A variety of thrown, hand-built, low relief and slip casting or press molding techniques and craft skills used
	10
	

	Project work
	
	

	Primary and secondary research into technical craft skills that are relevant to a personal ceramic project evident

3 Limited edition of ceramic items made to exhibition standard

A range of fit for purpose glazes or other finishes to ceramic artifacts applied

Critical evaluation of own and others craft skills evident


	60
	

	Total Mark

	70
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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