


Laois and Offaly ETB

Programme Module for 
Substance Use Issues for Youth Work

Leading to 

Level 5 QQI  


[bookmark: Section11]Laois and Offaly ETB
Substance Use – Issues for Youth Work 5N2176


Doc No: 5N2176-02	Effective Date: 1st September 2020	Page 14 of 14
Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in the Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Substance Use – Issues for Youth Work

Component Name and Code 
Substance Use – Issues for Youth Work  5N2176

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
None 

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to promote good practice among those who work with young people and communities who are negatively affected by substance use. It provides a critical perspective on some of the issues that affect young people and their communities and encourages the development of coherent responses at individual and organisational level. This module should promote the ability of learners to work safely and effectively as part of a team in youth and community work settings.

Objectives of the Programme Module

1. Clarify their own values and attitudes to substances and their use
2. Access accurate information about substances and their effects
3. Examine the contexts which influence young people use and abuse of substances
4. Examine a range of responses to substance use among young people
5. Work effectively as part of a team within good practice guidelines
6. Contribute to the development of policy and codes of practice in relation to substance use at project level 
7. Assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Substance Use and Young People through the medium of the indicative content 
8. Enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 QQI Substance Use  - Issues for Youthwork 5N2176
Learners will be able to:
1. Identify the different types/categories/effects/symptoms and legal status of a range of substances
2. Outline some theories of dependency/addiction and its effects on the individual/family/community/wider society
3. Outline the range of developments that take place during adolescence, e.g. biological, psychological, social, etc.
4. Explore the contexts which contribute to young people’s use of substances e.g. peer influence, poverty, etc.
5. Discuss the specific features of youth and principles underpinning its engagement with young people
6. Explore young people’s and societal attitudes to substance use e.g. experimentation, denial, deterrent responses, etc.
7. Examine a range of prevention/interventions/treatment strategies focusing on initiatives and responses to young people’s substance use i.e. community based, voluntary and statutory, youth service and national level, etc.
8. Demonstrate the skills necessary for effective work with young people e.g. making contact, relationship building, referral, networking, etc.
9. Contribute to the development of policy and codes of practice in relation to substance use at project level
10. Systematically examine issues relating to young people and substance use e.g. media portrayal of youth and substance use, peer group attitudes to substance use, youth work responses to substance use, etc.
11. Demonstrate a critical perspective on substance use issues that affect young people and their communities, focusing on the development of coherent responses at individual and organisational level
12. Articulate their own values and attitudes to substances and their use
13. Utilise effective support and supervision in dealing with personal and work related dilemmas that arise in drugs work in youth and community work contexts.
Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Indicative content

Section 1 : Substances, Young People & Dependency
Identify the different types/categories/effects/symptoms and legal status of a range of substances
Facilitate the learner to:
· identify the different types/categories/ effects and legal status of a range of substances
· describe effects of various substances on the individual
· recognise signs and symptoms of substance use


Outline some theories of dependency/addiction and its effects on the individual/family/community/wider society
Facilitate the learner to:
· describe processes of addiction/dependency
· outline some theories of dependency and its effects on the individual/family/community/wider society


Outline the range of developments that take place during adolescence e.g. biological, psychological, social, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· identify the range of developments that take place during adolescence e.g. biological, psychological, social, cognitive etc.
· gain familiarity with the youth development approach and use this approach to explore, share, and learn new strategies for working with young people and substance use 
· explain the theory and practice of healthy identity formation using relevant theorists
· outline the developmental needs of young people during adolescence



Explore the contexts which contribute to young people’s use of substances, e.g. peer influence, poverty, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· examine learners  attitudes towards substance use and misuse among young people
· explore the social issues that contribute to young peoples’ use of substances e.g. peer influence, poverty, identity formation etc.
· explore young peoples’ attitudes to substance use and abuse
· explore a range of societal attitudes to young people and substance use e.g. denial, deterrent responses etc.



Discuss the specific features of Youth and principles underpinning its engagement with young people

Facilitate the learner to:
· understand the values of youth work, focusing on: empowerment of young people; equality and inclusion; respect for all young people; involvement of young people in decision-making; partnership; voluntary participation
· explain the 5 Core Principles of Youth Work: Young person centred; voluntary participation; commitment to ensuring and promoting the safety and wellbeing; education and development; inclusiveness; quality youth work and continuous improvement


Explore young people’s and societal attitudes to substance use, e.g. experimentation, denial, deterrent responses, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· understand the reasons why young people use drugs and alcohol in their communities
· outline the risk factors and protective factors associated with substance use among young people
· review the National Drugs Strategy, concentrating on the sections relevant to young people and substance use


Section 2: Responses, Interventions and Strategies
Examine a range of prevention/interventions/treatment strategies focusing on initiatives and responses to young people’s substance use i.e. community based, voluntary and statutory, youth service and national level, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· define the  objectives and principles in primary, secondary and tertiary prevention
· describe different types of intervention strategies
· identify a range of different treatment approaches
· outline different agencies approaches to treatment/aftercare
· identify a range of organisations to whom young people may be referred
· identify a range of initiatives and responses to young people’s substance use, i.e. community based, voluntary and statutory, youth service and national level


Demonstrate the skills necessary for effective work with young people e.g. making contact, relationship building, referral, networking, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· examine a range of community youth responses to substance abuse e.g. education, prevention, harm reduction, diversionary, outreach, interagency etc.
· compare the effectiveness of that range of community response and identify the qualities for effective work with young people in relation to substance abuse, e.g. non- judgmental attitude, active listening, appropriate boundaries
· participate in the development of a project based policy and code of practice related to substance use among young people
· outline the skills necessary for a range of prevention/intervention strategies e.g. outreach, diversionary activities, harm reduction etc.
· practise the skills necessary for effective work with young people e.g. making contact, relationship building, referral, networking etc.
·  recognise the value of effective support and supervision in dealing with personal and work related dilemmas that arise in drugs work

Contribute to the development of policy and codes of practice in relation to substance use at project level

Facilitate the learner to:
· understand the guidelines for youth workers on managing illegal drug-related incidents
· be aware of policies to deal with alcohol & smoking related situations
· understand confidentiality and dealing with parents of young people
· understand drug related legislation



[bookmark: _GoBack]Systematically examine issues related to young people and substance use e.g. media portrayal of youth and substance use, peer group attitudes to substance use, youth work responses to substance use, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:
· examine how the media portray young people and substance use
· understand how peer pressure influences substance use
· examine various youth work responses to substance use


Demonstrate a critical perspective on substance use issues that affect young people and their communities, focusing on the development of coherent responses at individual and organisational level

Facilitate the learner to:
· appreciate how community development approaches can positively affect young people in their communities


Articulate their own values and attitudes to substances and their use
Facilitate the learner to:
· formulate their own values and attitudes on substance use



Utilise effective support and supervision in dealing with personal and work related dilemmas that arise in drugs work in youth and community work contexts
Facilitate the learner to:
· appreciate the importance of a supervision forum  to discuss clinical issues
· maintain clinical skills and quality practice
· promote the standardised performance of core skills across the youth work organisation and /or field

Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques

Project 			50%
Assignment 1  		25%
Assignment 2 		25%                    


11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. 	Identify the different types/categories/effects/symptoms and legal status of a range of substances
	Assignment 1&2

	2. 	Outline some theories of dependency/addiction and its effects on the individual/family/community/wider society
	Assignment 1&2

	3. 	Outline the range of developments that take place during adolescence e.g. biological, psychological, social etc.
	Assignment 1&2

	4. 	Explore the contexts which contribute to young people’s use of substances e.g. peer influence, poverty, etc.
	Assignment 1&2 

	5. 	Discuss the specific features of youth and principles underpinning its engagement with young people
	Assignment 1&2 

	6. 	Explore young people’s and societal attitudes to substance use e.g. experimentation, denial, deterrent responses, etc.
	Project 

	7. 	Examine a range of prevention/interventions/treatment strategies focusing on initiatives and responses to young people’s substance use i.e. community based, voluntary and statutory, youth service and national level etc
	Assignment 1&2 

	8. 	Demonstrate the skills necessary for effective work with young people e.g. making contact, relationship building, referral, networking, etc.
	Project 

	9. 	Contribute to the development of policy and codes of practice in relation to substance use at project level
	Project 

	10. 	Systematically examine issues related to young people and substance use e.g. media portrayal of youth and substance use, peer group attitudes to substance use, youth work responses to substance use, etc.
	Project 

	11. 	Demonstrate a critical perspective on substance use issues that affect young people and their communities, focusing on the development of coherent responses at individual and organisational level
	Assignment 1 & 2

	12.	Articulate their own values and attitudes to substances and their use
	Project 

	13. 	Utilise effective support and supervision in dealing with personal and work related dilemmas that arise in drugs work in youth and community work contexts.
	Project 




11c.  Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Project and assignments.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Project 
	50%

	12 weeks
	

	
The internal assessor will devise a project brief that requires candidates to demonstrate:

· understanding of issues relating to young people and substance use
· understanding of youth work responses to substance use among young people
· ability to analyse, evaluate and draw conclusions

The project should afford the opportunity to carry out research on a topic related to young people and substance use e.g. media portrayal of youth and substance use, peer group attitudes to substance use, youth work responses to substance use etc.

 The candidate will be required to prepare a work-plan and carry out a research project including face to face interviews with young people. The process should enable the candidate to deepen their understanding of young people and youth work responses to substance use.

The form in which the project is presented will be agreed in consultation with the internal assessor. The project brief should be substantially different from the brief for the assignments.

The project may be undertaken as a group or collaborative project. The individual contribution of each candidate must be clearly identified.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.

These learning outcomes   6, 8, 9, 10, 12 & 13 to be assessed here.







	
Assignment 1
	25%

	Assignment 2
	25%

	3 – 5 weeks per assignment

	
The two assignments are made up of two detailed case study exercises. The internal assessor will devise two case studies that require candidates to examine a specific aspect of substance use and reflect on their own values, analyse practice and organisational responses to the situation outlined in the case study.
Each case study carries equal weight and should be distinctly different from each other. The brief for the case studies should be made available to the external authenticator. 

The evidence for the assignment may be presented in a variety of media e.g. written, audio, video, graphic, visual or any combination of these. Any audio or video evidence must be presented on tape.

Learning outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 & 11 to be examined here.




12. Grading

Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Substance Use Issues in Youthwork 5N2176
	Learner Marking Sheet
Project 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum
Mark
	Learner
Mark

	· coherent plan based on project brief, detailing systematic and logical approach to the project
	5
	

	· project is well structured, detailed, terms of reference interpreted clearly
	5
	

	· findings presented clearly
	5
	

	· key issues are identified, discussed and analysed with clarity and objectivity
	5
	

	· discussion shows insight into the nature of adolescence and the needs of young people
	5
	

	· comprehensive knowledge of the issue of substance use related to young people and youth work 
	10
	

	· clear identification of the key features of substance use, young people’s experience, youth work and other responses as appropriate
	5
	

	· evidence examined objectively
	5
	

	· critical reflection, analysis and evaluation of the conclusions
	5
	

	Total Mark
	50
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Substance Use Issues in Youthwork
5N2176
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment 1 & Assignment 2 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Assignment 1

	· key issues are identified, discussed and explained with clarity, objectivity,                                             
	10
	

	· specific knowledge of substance use, dependency, interventions, youth work and other responses
	5
	

	· understanding of key issues relating to substance use among young people
	5
	

	· findings presented clearly, conclusions show evidence of reflection, critical thinking, and analysis                                              
	5
	

	                                                                                       Subtotal  
	25
	

	Assignment 2

	· key issues are identified, discussed and explained with clarity, objectivity,
	10
	

	· specific knowledge of substance use, dependency, interventions, youth work and other responses
	5
	

	· understanding of key issues relating to substance use among young people
	5
	

	· findings presented clearly, conclusions show evidence of reflection, critical thinking, and analysis
	5
	

	                                                                                         Subtotal
	25
	

	Total Mark
	50
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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