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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Social Studies

Component Name and Code 
Social Studies  5N1370

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to introduce learners to the area of sociology and social studies and to develop their understanding and awareness of social issues in their own lives and society in general. 

Objectives of the Programme Module

·  Enable the learner to  become familiar with sociological concepts
·     Assist the learner to develop an understanding of their position as an individual, a family member, and as part of a community and wider society
·     Enable the learner to understand the impact of discrimination on individuals and groups in society
·     Enable the learner to examine critically contemporary social issues 
·   To introduce the learner to some sociological theories and how they can be applied to Irish   society. 
·     Enable the learner to acquire basic research skills
· Assist the learner to Increase their effectiveness in life and work through understanding social issues.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Social Studies through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.
Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Social Studies 5N1370
Learners will be able to:
1.  	Demonstrate an understanding of sociology and its relevance to understanding their position as an individual, a family member and as part of a community and wider society
2.  	Discuss the process of socialisation and the agents of socialisation by analysing family, peer groups, education, media and how they impact on their lives
3.  	Examine the area of social stratification in Irish society and describe how this society can be divided into different social strata ie class, gender, race/ethnicity
4.  	Discuss the impact of discrimination on individuals in society by looking at discrimination and its impact on the following members of society - Travellers, the socially marginalised, elderly people, immigrant and migrant workers of diverse racially and cultural backgrounds, minority religions and homosexuals and transsexuals
5.  	Explore the role and function of the family as a social unit, the changes that have taken place in the family within an Irish context taking into account the implications of marital breakdown
6.  	Acquire basic research skills by summarising the differences between primary and secondary research and qualitative and quantitative methods

7.  	Design appropriate survey methods e.g. questionnaires, interviews, observation as (sic) Investigate strategies to unfamiliar social problems
8.  	Use a variety of media to access information e.g. new information technology, the library classification system
9.  	Explore the importance of documenting and acknowledging all relevant sources consulted by employing the Harvard system of referencing and identifying and applying skill of producing a well constructed bibliography
10.  	Exercise initiative and independence by investigating the experience of discrimination/discriminating practices encountered by one group in Irish society
11.  	Plan direct and manage time and work independently to provide evidence of research e.g. correspondence, note taking, interviews, tape recordings
12.  	Process and present findings from research and draw conclusions from their analysis that discusses possible strategies for alleviating discriminating practices for a number of groups in Irish society.
Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Indicative Content 
Section 1 :  Introduction to Sociological Concepts
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 1, facilitate the learner to: 
Demonstrate an understanding of sociology and its relevance to understanding their position as an individual, a family member and as part of a community and wider society
Facilitate the learner to: 
· Define sociology
· Understand the concept of the ‘sociological imagination’ and its’ relevance to their lives.
· Trace the origins of sociology
· Identify the founding fathers of Sociology –  Durkheim, Marx, Weber.
· Understand the main sociological perspectives including:  Functionalism, Conflict and Social Action Theory and further sociological developments. 
· Understand key sociological terms and concepts such as culture, status, social roles, social group.
· Understand the difference between ‘ethnocentrism’ and ‘cultural relativism’.


In order to achieve L.O. 2, facilitate the learner to:

Discuss the process of socialisation and the agents of socialisation by analysing family, peer groups, education, media and how they impact on their lives
· Introduce the learner to the nature/nurture debate.
· Introduce the concepts of culture, values, norms.  
· Facilitate the learner to understand the process of socialisation 
· Facilitate the learner to understand, discuss and evaluate the agents of socialisation and how they impact on their lives (eg, primary care givers, education, peers, media, religion, employment, etc)
· The learner should be be able to explain what is meant by ‘re-socialisation’


In order to achieve L.O. 3, facilitate the learner to: 

Examine the area of social stratification in Irish society and describe how this society can be divided into different social strata ie class, gender, race/ethnicity
Facilitate the learner to: 
· Be able to define social stratification.
· Be aware of the various systems of stratification historically and internationally.  E.g. Caste, Estate.
· Understand and be able to describe the types of social strata in Ireland such as class, gender, race/ethnicity.
· Understand the concept of ‘social mobility’ and be able to describe it in an Irish context
· Be introduced to theoretical conceptions of class such as those of Marx and Weber.


In order to achieve L.O. 4, facilitate the learner to:
Discuss the impact of discrimination on individuals in society by looking at discrimination and its impact on the following members of society - travellers, the socially marginalised, elderly people, immigrant and migrant workers of diverse racially and cultural backgrounds, minority religions and homosexuals and transsexuals


Facilitate the learner to:
· Be able to define and distinguish between prejudice and discrimination.
· Understand Allport’s five stages of prejudice
· Be introduced to case studies or documentaries relating to the above groups.
· Be able to discuss and evaluate the impact of discrimination on the above social groups.


In order to achieve L.O. 5, facilitate the learner to: 

Explore the role and function of the family as a social unit, the changes that have taken place in the family within an Irish context taking into account the implications of martial breakdown

Facilitate the learner to:
· To understand the role and function of the family in society, for example as a primary agent of socialisation, with economic, social, emotional and reproductive roles and functions.
· To understand the different family structures in society such as the extended family, nuclear family, reconstructed family, single-parent families.
· To analyse key influences and social changes which have altered family structure in modern society. 
· To be able to evaluate a range of critical theoretical perspectives in relation to the family such as the functionalist, Marxist, feminist perspectives. 
· Regulations in relation to marital breakdown, i.e. separation, nullity and divorce. 
· Implications of marital breakdown.

 

Section 2: Research Methods
In order to achieve L.O. 6, facilitate the learner to:
Acquire basic research skills by summarising the differences between primary and secondary research and qualitative and quantitative methods
Facilitate the learner to:
· Understand the difference between primary and secondary research and the various methods therein.
· Understand the difference between quanititative and qualitative research, using examples.


In order to achieve L.O. 7, facilitate the learner to: 
Design appropriate survey methods e.g. questionnaires, interviews, observation as investigate strategies to unfamiliar social problems
Facilitate the learner to:
· Understand the different types of survey questions and survey question pitfalls, using examples.
· Understand the different types of interview methods:  Structured, semi-structured, etc.
· Understand and evaluate the method of observation or ‘field research’, using examples.
· Understand the ‘Hawthorne Effect’ in relation to observation methods.
· Understand the importance of ethical guidelines and issues.

In order to achieve L.O. 8, facilitate the learner to: 
Use a variety of media to access information e.g. new information technology, the library classification system
Facilitate the learner to:
· Be aware of appropriate websites, databases, archives in relation to social research.
· Be aware of the limits of online research 
· To use TV, cinema and other media.
· Understand the relevant library classification systems.


In order to achieve L.O. 9, facilitate the learner to: 
Explore the importance of documenting and acknowledging all relevant sources consulted by employing the Harvard system of referencing and identifying and applying skill of producing a well constructed bibliography

Facilitate the learner to: 
· Be introduced to and understand the concept of plagarism and the importance of acknowledging others’ work.
· Practice and understand the Harvard system of referencing with the aid of examples.




In order to achieve L.O. 10, facilitate the learner to: 

Exercise initiative and independence by investigating the experience of discrimination/discriminating practices encountered by one group in Irish society
· This may be achieved by using one or a variety of faciliator-approved primary research methods.  
· An introduction to social research ethics would be appropriate prior to any independent study.


In order to achieve L.O. 11, facilitate the learner to: 

Plan direct and manage time and work independently to provide evidence of research e.g. correspondence, note taking, interviews, tape recordings
· The learner may prepare a research action plan to include overall strategy and duration, tasks with target dates, dates of draft submissions etc. 


In order to achieve L.O. 12, facilitate the learner to: 
Process and present findings from research and draw conclusions from their analysis that discusses possible strategies for alleviating discriminating practices for a number of groups in Irish society.
· Findings may be presented in the form of a report with appropriate headings and sections.
· Oral presentation with visual aids could accompany this. 

Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques

Project 			50%
Examination 		50%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1.  	Demonstrate an understanding of sociology and its relevance to understanding their position as an individual, a family member and as part of a community and wider society
	Examination and Project

	2.  	Discuss the process of socialisation and the agents of socialisation by analysing family peer groups, education, media and how they impact on their lives
	Examination

	3.  	Examine the area of social stratification in Irish society and describe how this society can be divided into different social strata ie class, gender, race/ethnicity
	Examination

	4.  	Discuss the impact of discrimination on individuals in society by looking at discrimination and its impact on the following members of society - travellers, the socially marginalised, elderly people, immigrant and migrant workers of diverse racially and cultural backgrounds, minority religions and homosexuals and transsexuals
	Examination

	5.  	Explore the role and function of the family as a social unit, the changes that have taken place in the family within an Irish context taking into account the implications of martial breakdown
	Examination

	6.  	Acquire basic research skills by summarising the differences between primary and secondary research and qualitative and quantitative methods
	Project

	7.  	Design appropriate survey methods e.g. questionnaires, interviews, observation as investigate strategies to unfamiliar social problems
	Project

	8.  	Use a variety of media to access information e.g. new information technology, the library classification system
	Project

	9.  	Explore the importance of documenting and acknowledging all relevant sources consulted by employing the Harvard system of referencing and identifying and applying skill of producing a well constructed bibliography
	Project

	10.  	Exercise initiative and independence by investigating the experience of discrimination/discriminating practices encountered by one group in Irish society
	Project

	11.  	Plan direct and manage time and work independently to provide evidence of research e.g. correspondence, note taking, interviews, tape recordings
	Project

	12.  	Process and present findings from research and draw conclusions from their analysis that discusses possible strategies for alleviating discriminating practices for a number of groups in Irish society.
	Project



11c.  Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes, examination papers and marking schemes/outline solutions for the project and exam.  In devising the assessment briefs/examination papers, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Project
	50%

	12 -16 weeks

	
The internal assessor will devise a project brief that requires candidates to demonstrate: 
· understanding and application of concepts in social studies  (L.O.s 1, 10)
· use of relevant research/survey techniques and sources of information  referencing/bibliography (L.O.s 6, 7, 8, 9, 11)
· ability to analyse, evaluate, draw conclusions, make recommendations (L.O.s 10, 12)
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in the project brief.
Learning outcomes 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 will be assessed here.
Learning outcomes 2 – 5 will provide the topic for the project




	Examination
	50%

	2.5 hours

	[bookmark: Section11]The internal assessor will devise a theory-based examination that assesses candidates’ ability to recall and apply theory and understanding, requiring responses to structured questions. These questions may be answered in different media such as in writing or orally.
Learning outcomes 1 to 5 will be assessed here.



Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Social Studies  5N1370
	Learner Marking Sheet
Project 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Planning and presentation: 
· Clear identification of theme chosen.
· Coherent plan outlining approach to be taken.
· Structure includes contents page, page numbers and headings.
· Use of appropriate methods and sources.
· Sources clearly acknowledged, bibliography included.  

	15
	

	Content: 
· Clear identification and discussion of key issues.
· Theoretical concepts explored. 
· Demonstration of insight into lives of people in contemporary society.

	30
	

	Research: 
· Appropriate use of primary and secondary research.
· Chosen research technique applied appropriately.
· Range of media sources used.
· Findings presented clearly.
· Report compiled systematically.

	30
	

	Analysis: 
· Evidence examined objectively making references to sources.
· Inferences are drawn logically from foregoing material. 
· Conclusions show evidence of critical thinking.
· Reflection and evaluation of the learning process.

	25
	

	Sub Total
	100
	

	Sub total ÷2 = Total Mark
	50
	



NO  ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Social Studies 5N1370
	Learner Marking Sheet
Examination 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	
5 questions, answer all (20 marks each) 

	


	

	Question No.1
	20
	

	Question No.2
	20
	

	Question No.3
	20
	

	Question No.4
	20
	

	Question No.5       
	20
	

	Subtotal
	100
	

	Subtotal ÷ 2 =
	50
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS



The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet




External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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