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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Political Studies

Component Name and Code 
Political Studies 5N1837

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
No specific validation requirements
Supporting documentation: Bunreacht na hEireann (Constitution of Ireland); Good Friday Agreement 1998; European Convention on Human Rights; Universal Declaration on Human Rights
                                     
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to engage with key political, social, economic and cultural issues

Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to develop an awareness of the importance of politics in everyday life
·  To enable the learner to understand the workings of political systems in Ireland and the EU
·  To allow the learner to understand the importance of international organisations in world politics
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Political Studies through the medium of the indicative content  
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.
Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Political Studies 5N1837
Learners will be able to:
1. Show a broad understanding of politics as power structured relationships that operate at different levels at which political decisions are made, including personal, local, national and international and global levels
2. Illustrate an awareness and understanding of the principles and ideas that inform a number of ideologies: conservatism, socialism, liberalism, feminism, fundamentalism, environmentalism, post-colonialism, neo-liberalism
3. Comment on the political culture and history of Ireland including reference to the history of the main political parties
4. Discuss women and politics in relation to the struggle for equal rights in both public and private spheres
5. Discuss the history and development of the Irish Constitution, its main provisions and constitutional change, including referenda and judicial review
6. Show a comprehensive understanding of the Irish political process, in particular the role, powers, structure, appointment and composition of the three elements of the  Oireachtas, and of the executive, and of government departments and committees
7. Examine the Good Friday Agreement, and of the structure, role and powers of both the Assembly and the Executive
8. Analyse  the structure, composition, role, funding, extent and range of powers of local government in Ireland
9. Critique the electoral systems used in Ireland
10. Examine the foundation and evolution of the European Union through discussion of the main provisions of the major treaties to include the role, powers, structure, appointment and composition of the main institutions of the E.U

11. Analyse key issues regarding E.U. integration and expansion, including specific reference to the impact that membership of the E.U. has had on Ireland
12. Investigate the powers, composition and structure of international institutions including the United Nations, World Trade Organisation and World Bank 
13. Interpret from differing standpoints, topics of local and national importance and global issues such as globalisation, human rights, inequality, war, wealth and poverty, landlessness and trade
14. Analyse information from a variety of sources indicating awareness of ideological inflections and positions
Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1 : Principles and Ideologies
In order to achieve Learning Outcomes 1 and 2, facilitate the learner to:
· Define the meaning of “Politics”
· Understand the different levels – local, regional, national, international and global, at which political decisions are taken
· Outline the main characteristics of fundamental ideologies: conservatism, liberalism, socialism, feminism, fundamentalism, environmentalism, post-colonialism, neo-liberalism
· Identify the effects of such ideologies on Ireland and on other member States of the European Union
· Understand the principles underpinning the political spectrum

Section 2: The Irish Political System
In order to achieve Learning Outcomes 3, 4, 5,6,7,8 and 9, facilitate the learner to:
· Outline the development of the Irish political system since the foundation of the State
· Identify the main political parties in Ireland
· Trace the development of political parties from their foundation through to their current position in Irish political life
· Outline and evaluate the contributions of past and present political leaders to the development of the Irish State since its foundation
· Discuss the issue of gender equality in Irish society
· Define the role of women in Irish political life since the foundation of the State
· Discuss issues of gender equality in public life
· Outline and discuss Oireachtas Committee recommendations on positive discrimination/gender quotas
· Outline the history, nature and main provisions of Bunreacht na hEireann
· Name the mechanism for constitutional change in Ireland
· Evaluate the role of the referendum in Ireland
· Distinguish between the three elements of the Oireachtas
· Identify different types of electoral systems
· Explain the electoral system in Ireland (Proportional Representation) and evaluate its advantages and its shortcomings
· Outline the composition of Dail Eireann and Seanad Eireann and understand their powers and functions
· Understand the method of appointment, the role and powers of the Taoiseach
· Understand the powers of the Cabinet
· Discuss the law-making process in Ireland and differentiate between government bills and private members bills
· Name the Departments of State and identify the scope of respo9nsibilities of each
· Outline the election, role and functions of the President of Ireland
· Describe the Council of State and the Presidential Commission
· Demonstrate a knowledge of the structure of local government – city/county councils etc
· Discuss the balance of power between elected and appointed officials
· List and describe the services provided by local authorities
· Explain how local authorities are funded

Section 3:
In order to achieve Learning Outcomes 10, 11, and 12, facilitate the learner to:
· Trace the development of the European Union from its beginnings in 1957 to present day
· Understand the key aims and values of the European Union
· Discuss the main provisions of the Treaties since the Treaty of Rome
· Outline and discuss the structure, role and powers of the main EU institutions
· Describe the qualifying criteria for membership of the EU, EU enlargement policy and the accession process
· Discuss economic, political and social integration in the EU
· Outline the background history to economic monetary union
· Discuss the Euro
· Discuss the political, social and economic impact of EU membership on Ireland
· Evaluate the impact of European Common Policies on Ireland
· Describe the structure, composition and powers of the United Nations, the World Trade Organisation and the World Bank

Section 4: 
In order to achieve learning outcomes 13 and 14, facilitate the learner to:
· Carry out research on some key social, political and cultural issues at local and national level and international and global issues
· Use a variety of media to access information
· Distinguish between primary and secondary research
· Analyse the findings from primary research, drawn conclusions and make recommendations
· Compile a bibliography and use appropriate referencing techniques

Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques

Assignment		30%
Assignment		30%
Examination – Theory 	40%


11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Show a broad understanding of politics as power structured relationships that operate at different levels at which political decisions are made, including personal, local, national and international and global levels
	Examination

	2. Illustrate an awareness and understanding of the principles and ideas that inform a number of ideologies: conservatism, socialism, liberalism, feminism, fundamentalism, environmentalism, post-colonialism, neo-liberalism
	Examination

	3. Comment on the political culture and history of Ireland including reference to the history of the main political parties
	Assignment/Examination

	4. Discuss women and politics in relation to the struggle for equal rights in both public and private spheres
	Examination

	5. Discuss the history and development of the Irish Constitution, its main provisions and constitutional change, including referenda and judicial review
	Examination

	6. Show a comprehensive understanding of the Irish political process, in particular the role, powers, structure, appointment and composition of the three elements of the Oireachtas, and of the executive, and of government departments and committees
	Assignment/Examination

	7. Examine the Good Friday Agreement, and of the structure, role and powers of both the Assembly and the Executive
	Examination

	8. Analyse the structure, composition, role, funding, extent and range of powers of local government in Ireland
	Examination

	9. Critique the electoral systems used in Ireland
	Examination

	10. Examine the foundation and evolution of the European Union through discussion of the main provisions of the major treaties to include the role, powers, structure, appointment and composition of the main institutions of the E.U
	Assignment/Examination

	11. Analyse key issues regarding E.U. integration and expansion, including specific reference to the impact that membership of the E.U. has had on Ireland
	Assignment/Examination

	12. Investigate the powers, composition and structure of international institutions including the United Nations, World Trade Organisation and World Bank 
	Examination

	13. Interpret from differing standpoints, topics of local and national importance and global issues such as globalisation, human rights, inequality, war, wealth and poverty, landlessness and trade
	Assignment/Examination

	14. Analyse information from a variety of sources indicating awareness of ideological inflections and positions
	Assignment
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11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the assignments and an examination paper, marking scheme and outline solutions for the examination. In devising the assessment briefs and examination paper, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. 
Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assignment
	30%

	3 – 5 weeks

	
The learner will undertake an assignment on the political culture and history of Ireland 
(LOS 3, 6, 14)

The learner will demonstrate:
· The use of relevant research techniques and sources of information, referencing and bibliography
· The ability to acknowledge sources and reference material accurately
· The ability to analyse, evaluate, draw conclusions and make recommendations

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief. 



	Assignment 2
	30%

	3 – 5 weeks

	
The learner will undertake an assignment on the evaluation of the European Union and/or the main provisions of the Treaties and/or Treaty change and/or the impact of membership of the EU on Ireland or on international and world organisations (LOs 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) 

The learner will demonstrate:
· The use of relevant research techniques and sources of information, referencing and bibliography
· The ability to acknowledge sources and reference material accurately
· The ability to analyse, evaluate, draw conclusions and make recommendations

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief. 



	Examination
	40%

	2.5 hour examination

	
The Assessor will devise a theory based examination that will assess candidate’s ability to recall and apply theory and understanding.  The examination will require responses to short answer questions and structured long answer questions.  The examination will consist of:

10 Short answer questions – 2 marks each
5 Structured long answer questions – 12 marks each

All questions must be attempted by the candidate.  The examination will cover all the learning outcomes and will cover the following topics:

· Local, national and international politics
· Various political principles and ideologies
· The political culture of Ireland
· Role of women in politics
· Bunreacht na hEireann, provisions, amendments etc
· Political parties
· The Oireachtas
· Good Friday Agreement, the assembly and the Executive
· Local government in Ireland
· The Irish electoral system
· The institutions of the European Union
· Ireland and the EU
· International organisations

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief. 



Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Political Studies 5N1837
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignments 60%




Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	
Assignment 1 – LOs 3, 6, 14

· Comprehensive knowledge of Irish politics and government
· Use of wide range of media and sources
· Research organised and clearly presented
· Evidence of critical thinking and analysis shown clearly in conclusions
· Sources clearly acknowledged and bibliography included	

	30
	

	
Assignment 2 – LOs 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

· Good understanding of European politics and Irish membership of the EU
· Use of wide range of media and sources
· Themes investigated and explored fully and comprehensively
· Evidence of critical thinking and analysis shown clearly in conclusions
· Sources clearly acknowledged and bibliography included

	30
	

	Total Mark
	60
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Political Studies 5N1837
	Learner Marking Sheet
Examination 40%




Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum
Mark
	Learner
Mark

	
Section A: short answer questions

	


	

	Question No.: 		1
	2
	

		  2
	2
	

		  3
	2
	

		  4
	2
	

		  5
	2
	

		  6
	2
	

		  7
	2
	

		  8
	2
	

		  9
	2
	

		10
	2
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	
Section B: Structured questions / Essay questions
	
	


	

	Question No.	1
	12
	

			2
	12
	

			3
	12
	

			4
	12
	

			5                                                      
	12
	

	Subtotal
	60
	

	Total Mark (subtotal 1 + subtotal 2) /2
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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