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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code 

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status:  Compulsory

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
   Music Theory and Practice

Component Name and Code 
    Music Theory and Practice   5N1849

Duration in Hours
    300 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)

Credit Value
    30 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated       programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with knowledge, skill and competence in the    area of practical musicianship.




Objectives of the Programme Module
· To explore with the learner the fundamentals of music theory
·  To enable the learner to explore the practical application of music theory
· To explore with the learner appropriate repertoire for chosen genre
·  To enable the learner to develop effective aural awareness in a variety of musical contexts
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and technical language, literacy and numeracy skills related to music through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Music Theory and Practice 5N1849
Learners will be able to:
1. Demonstrate a knowledge of the duration and time names of all notes and a clear understanding of time signatures to include simple and compound
2. Explain clefs and their uses
3. Explain the cycle of major and minor keys and their scales
4.  Describe the pattern of a range of alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
5. Analyse intervals harmonically and melodically
6. Analyse and understand the function of a range of chords in a key to include primary and secondary triads, dominant 7th and secondary 7th chords, suspended chords and M/m 6th chords
7. Analyse the relationship between chords in a progression
8. Recognise time signatures and mark a pulse
9. Identify and notate major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals
10.  Notate a simple 4-bar diatonic melody and rhythm 
11.  Distinguish between harmony and non-harmony notes in a melody
12. Recognise and notate a range of scales to include. major, minor scales and alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
13. Recognise and notate a range of chords in root position to include major and minor triads, dominant 7th and secondary 7th chords
14. Recognise and notate a range of chords in a progression to include major, minor and dominant 7th chords
15. Analyse the structure and arrangement of songs or compositions within the chosen genre
16. Play a range of scales, arpeggios and chords on chosen instrument e.g. major, minor and alternative scales, major and minor chords and their extensions
17. Play a simple 4-bar rhythm and melody at sight 
18. Improvise a chord progression using major, minor and dominant 7th chords in a major or minor key
19. Follow a chord chart
20. Transpose a chord chart
21. Follow performance directions in notated music
22. Arrange song or composition for chosen ensemble.

Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1 : Theory of Music
Facilitate the learner’s understanding of:
· Rhythm by examining
· Beat/Pulse
· How accents define groups of beats
· Measures/Bars
· The grouping of notes into beats
· Notes as sub-divisions of the whole note and their time-names
· The grouping of beats into measures/bars
· Time Signatures – Simple and Compound 
· The grouping of measures into phrases 

· Pitch by examining
· Relative pitch 
· Patterns on a stave
· How those patterns represent specific intervals
· How those intervals provide melody
· Fixed pitch
· How clefs fix the pitch on a stave – Treble and Bass

· Key/Scales by examining
· The complete cycle of Major and minor scales
· The pattern of tones and semitones that determines the mode of  a scale
· The importance of the tonic/keynote around which the scale is built
· The relationship between scale and key
· The significance of the relationship between the dominant and the tonic in a key
· The relationship between the keynote and the other notes of a scale
· The intervals in a Major scale
· The intervals in a minor scale
· The pattern of alternative scales suitable to chosen genre e.g. modes, pentatonic scales

· Harmony by examining
· The structure of a basic triad – Major, minor, diminished and augmented – by examining the intervals contained in those triads
· How scales provide us with a choice of chords in a key
· How the pattern of tones and semitones in a scale determine the type of chord
· The primary and secondary chords
· The relationship between primary and secondary chords
· The relationship between chords in a progression to include perfect, imperfect, plagal and interrupted cadences to include cadences
· The use of secondary and dominant 7th chords 
· The difference between the function of a dominant 7th chord and a secondary 7th chord
· Where and how to use  suspensions and M/m 6th chords
· Appropriate repertoire which exemplifies effective use of chords and their extensions

Section 2: Aural Perception
Facilitate the development of the learner’s aural awareness of:
· Rhythm by actively listening to:
· Appropriate repertoire and marking the pulse 
· Appropriate repertoire and identifying the time signature
· Appropriate repertoire and understanding how rhythm patterns signpost musical styles
· Simple melodies and notating rhythm only

· Melody by actively listening to:
· Diatonic melodies – a minimum of 4 bars - and singing/playing them accurately 
· Major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals and notating them
· Major, minor and alternative scales appropriate to chosen genre and singing/ notating them
· Melodies based on chosen scales and matching the melody to a scale 
· Diatonic melodies – a minimum of 4 bars - and notating them using a system appropriate to the learner’s experience 
· Melody with accompaniment and recognising the difference between harmony and non-harmony notes and how non-harmony notes provide interesting colour
· Appropriate repertoire and commenting on the contour of the melody

· Harmony by actively listening to:
· Major and minor triads in root position and distinguishing between them
· Major and minor triads in root position and notating them
· Major 7th, minor 7th  and dominant 7th chords in root position and notating them
· Major and minor chords in the context of key and identifying the relationship between them in a progression to include perfect, imperfect, plagal and interrupted cadences to include cadences
· Major 7th, minor 7th   and dominant 7th chords and understanding the function of each in a key 
· Repertoire and notating a chord progression using a system appropriate to the learner’s experience
· Repertoire in a minor key and exploring the choices provided by the different minor scales
Section 3: Practical Application
Develop the learner’s ability to:
· Play a range of scales and arpeggios 
· Play a range of chords to include Major and minor chords, Major and minor 7th chords and dominant 7th chords 
· Create an effective chord progression in a Major key and in a minor key
· Read at sight a short diatonic melody and rhythm with attention to pattern rather than  note names to facilitate fluency
· Use the skills acquired in melody, rhythm and harmony to analyse compositions appropriate to chosen genre
· Be conversant with common song or compositional structures
· Analyse arrangements of compositions appropriate to chosen genre
· Create a chord chart, lead sheet or score for rehearsal 
· Perform from a chord chart, lead sheet or score
· Transpose a chord chart, lead sheet or score
· Adhere to tempo, dynamic and expression markings in performance
· Create an arrangement of a song/composition for vocal and/or instrumental ensemble 

Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques

Skills  Demonstration	30%
Theory Examination	40%
Aural Test    		30%

11b.   Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Demonstrate a knowledge of the duration and time names of all notes and a clear understanding of time signatures to include simple and compound
	Theory Examination


	2. Explain clefs and their uses
	Theory Examination

	3. Explain the cycle of major and minor keys and their scales
	Theory Examination

	4. Describe the pattern of a range of alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
	Theory Examination

	5. Analyse intervals harmonically and melodically
	Theory Examination

	6. Analyse and understand the function of a range of chords in a key to include primary and secondary triads, dominant 7th and secondary 7th chords, suspended chords and M/m 6th chords
	Theory Examination

	7. Analyse the relationship between chords in a progression 
	Theory Examination

	8. Recognise time signatures and mark a pulse
	Skills Demonstration

	9. Identify and notate major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals
	Aural Examination

	10. Notate a simple 4 - bar diatonic melody and rhythm  
	Aural Examination

	11. Distinguish between harmony and non-harmony notes in a melody
	Aural Examination

	12. Recognise and notate a range of scales to include. major, minor scales and alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
	Aural Examination

	13. Recognise and notate a range of chords in root position to include major and minor triads, dominant 7th and secondary 7th chords
	Aural Examination

	14. Recognise and notate a range of chords in a progression to include major, minor and dominant 7th chords
	Aural Examination

	15. Analyse the structure and arrangement of songs or compositions within the chosen genre
	Aural Examination

	16. Play a range of scales, arpeggios and chords on chosen instrument e.g. major, minor and alternative scales, major and minor chords and their extensions
	Skills Demonstration

	17. Play a simple 4 – bar rhythm and melody at sight 
	Skills Demonstration

	18. Improvise a chord progression using major, minor and dominant 7th chords in a major or minor key
	Skills Demonstration

	19. Follow a chord chart
	Skills Demonstration

	20. Transpose a chord chart
	Skills Demonstration

	21. Follow performance directions in notated music
	Skills Demonstration

	22. Arrange song or composition for chosen ensemble
	Skills Demonstration



11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
Please note: In addition to referring to QQI Guidelines for Preparing Programme Descriptors, Programme Developers should also refer to QQI Quality Assuring Assessment, Guidelines for Providers, May 2007, when developing guidelines for assessment activities and assessment criteria.
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes/examination papers, marking schemes and outline solutions (select as appropriate) for the name the assessment techniques from your Component Specification here.  In devising the assessment briefs/examination papers (select as appropriate), care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Skills Demonstration
	30%

	Skills Demonstrations will take place throughout the duration of this programme module. These skills may be assessed in a variety of contexts e.g. rehearsal, workshops, live performance

	The learner will complete a minimum of two skills demonstrations that will provide evidence of development of the learner’s ability to: 

· Play a range of scales and arpeggios appropriate to chosen genre
· Play Major, minor, augmented and diminished intervals
· Play primary and secondary chords in a key
· Play dominant 7th chords
· Play Major 7th and minor 7th chords
· Play an improvised chord progression in a Major or minor key to include Major, minor and dominant 7th chords
· Mark a pulse while listening and identify time signature
· Read at sight a melody and rhythm – minimum of 4 bars
· Follow a chord chart, lead sheet or score accurately
· Follow performance directions from a score 
· Transpose a chord chart, lead sheet or score
· Arrange a song or composition/composition for chosen ensemble

Evidence for this assessment technique may be presented through practical demonstration (depending on accommodation required for learners with specific needs). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined.








	Theory Examination
	40%

	2.5 hours

	
The learner will complete a written examination which will demonstrate evidence of the learner’s understanding of:

· Rhythm:
· Pulse
· Accent
· Metre – simple and compound time signatures
· Note Values
· Rhythm Patterns

· Pitch
· Relative pitch
· Stepwise movement and leaps on the stave
· Associating these patterns with intervals
· Fixed Pitch to include treble and bass clefs

· Key/Scales
· The cycle of Major and minor keys 
· The pattern of a Major scale
· The pattern of minor scales
· The intervals between the keynote and the other notes of a Major scale
· The intervals between the keynote and the other notes of  minor scales
· The patterns of alternative scales suitable to chosen genre

· Harmony
· Primary and secondary triads
· The construction of a Major triad
· The construction of a Major triad
· The pattern of triads in a key
· Construction of Major and minor 7ths 
· Construction of dominant 7ths
· Suspensions and  M/m 6ths
· Chord relationships and the function of chords within a key  to include cadences

Evidence for this assessment technique may be presented in written or oral form (depending on accommodation required for learners with specific needs). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined.






	
Aural Test
	30%

	
The learner will complete an aural examination which will demonstrate evidence of the learner’s ability to:
· Recognise and notate Major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals
· Recognise and notate a range of scales to include Major, minor and alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
· Notate a simple melody and rhythm – minimum of 4 bars
· Distinguish between harmony and non-harmony notes in a melody
· Recognise and notate Major and minor triads in root position
· Recognise and notate dominant 7th and M/m 7th chords in root position 
· Recognise and notate a range of chords in a progression 
· Analyse the structure and arrangement of songs or compositions within the chosen genre


Evidence for this assessment technique may be presented in written or oral form (depending on accommodation required for learners with specific needs). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined.




Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Music Theory and Practice 
5N1849
	Learner Marking Sheet
Skills Demonstration 30%




Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………………
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	
The internal assessor will devise a continuous series of tasks to assess the progress of the learner’s ability to:

	


	

	· Play a range of scales and arpeggios appropriate to chosen genre
	2
	

	· Play Major, minor, augmented and diminished intervals
	2
	

	· Play primary and secondary chords in a key
	2
	

	· Play dominant 7th chords
	2
	

	· Play Major 7th and minor 7th chords
	2
	

	· Play an improvised chord progression in a Major or minor key to include Major, minor and dominant 7th chords
	2
	

	· Mark a pulse while listening and identify time signature
	2
	

	· Read at sight a simple melody and rhythm – minimum of 4 bars
	2
	

	
The internal assessor will monitor the learner’s ability to:

	

	

	· Follow a chord chart, lead sheet or score accurately
	3
	

	· Follow performance directions from a score 
	3
	

	· Transpose a chord chart, lead sheet or score
	3
	

	· Arrange a song or composition for chosen ensemble
	5
	

	Total Mark
	30
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Music Theory and Practice 
5N1849
	Learner Marking Sheet
Theory Examination 40%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………………
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Section A – Short Answer Questions
10 short answer questions, answer 10 (2 marks each)      
	

	

	Question No.1
	2
	

	Question No.2
	2
	

	Question No.3
	2
	

	Question No.4
	2
	

	Question No.5
	2
	

	Question No.6
	2
	

	Question No.7
	2
	

	Question No.8
	2
	

	Question No.9
	2
	

	Question No.10 
	2
	

		Subtotal
	20
	

	Section B: Structured Questions 
2 structured questions, answer 2 (10 marks each)                        
	

	

	Question No.1
	10
	

	Question No.2
	10
	

		Subtotal
	20
	

	Total Mark
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Music Theory and Practice 
5N1849
	Learner Marking Sheet
Aural Test 30%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………………
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	The internal assessor will devise a minimum of two tests to assess the learner’s ability to:
	

	

	· Recognise and notate Major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals
	3
	

	· Recognise and notate a range of scales to include Major, minor and alternative scales suitable to chosen genre
	3
	

	· Notate a diatonic melody and rhythm – minimum of 4 bars
	3
	

	· Distinguish between harmony and non-harmony notes in a melody
	3
	

	· Recognise and notate Major and minor triads in root position
	3
	

	· Recognise and notate dominant 7th and M/m 7th chords in root position
	3
	

	The internal assessor will monitor the learner’s ability to:
	
	

	· Recognise and notate a range of chords in a progression
	6
	

	· Analyse the structure and arrangement of songs or compositions within the chosen genre
	6
	

	Total Mark
	30
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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