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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award.  It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate.  
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified.  This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module.  
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module.  The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate.  
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities.  The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate.  The use of examples is there to provide suggestions.  The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate.  The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9.  It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Maternity Care Support
Component Name and Code 
Maternity Care Support 5N3746
Duration in Hours
150
Credit Value
15
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme.  Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure
Special Requirements
None
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to assist the midwife in caring for mothers, babies and the family unit.

Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to develop the competency to work as an effective member of the maternity care team
· To facilitate the learner to acquire the practical skills and terminology appropriate to the maternity care team.  
· To create an awareness of the needs of mothers, babies and family unit
· To enable the learner to explore the impact of relevant current legislation and World Health Organisation (WHO) programmes on maternity care 
· To create an awareness of the need to Identify particular safety and security procedures in maternity care such as application and checking identity tags and operation of security systems to ensure security of babies
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Maternity Care through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.
Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Maternity Care Support 5N3746
Learners will be able to:
1 Discuss the philosophy of maternity care
2 Examine how certain elements of maternity care enhance the experience of mothers, babies and the family, to include non-judgmental attitudes, individualised care, consistent information, good communication and advice and choice
3 Summarise the physical, emotional and social needs of the mother during the ante partum, intra partum and post-partum periods
4 Discuss the benefits of breast feeding while allowing for individual choice
5 Investigate the importance of infection prevention and control in the maternity care setting
6 Examine the special needs of the family unit when a baby is diagnosed with a congenital abnormality
7 Describe the grief process in those affected by miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal death or maternal death
8 Explore the impact of relevant current legislation and World Health Organisation (WHO) programmes on maternity care
9 Identify particular safety and security procedures in maternity care such as application and checking identity tags and operation of security systems to ensure security of babies
10 Give assistance to mothers in caring for themselves and their babies, to include the mother's personal hygiene and comfort, baby hygiene, positioning, handling and feeding
11 Demonstrate a range of clinically related skills, to include preparation of clinical areas and trolleys for maternal and infant care and procedures, assistance of clinical staff during physical examination, measuring, testing and recording urine and reporting changes in mothers and babies condition to the midwife
12 Execute cleaning of, and care for, general and specialist equipment such as beds, mattresses, cots, bedpans, incubators, resuscitation equipment, theatre equipment and feeding equipment
13 Maintain stock levels of specialist maternity stores and equipment
14 Execute appropriate responses to identified emergency situations experienced by mother or baby to include reporting, patient positioning and clearing of an airway
15 Employ the terminology used in the maternity care setting
Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive.  The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1: Overview of maternity care
Explore with the learner the philosophy of maternity care such as
· the understanding that pregnancy and childbirth are a natural physiology process
· the importance of woman centred care
· holistic and individualised care
· working in partnership with women
· evidence based practice

Create awareness with the learner of how certain elements of maternity care enhance the experience of mothers, babies and the family 
to include
· non-judgemental attitudes
· effective communication skills
· Value of information sharing to enable informed choice, individualised care and advice.
· delivery of consistent information
Enable the learner to
· Appreciate the emotional and social needs of the mother during pregnancy, childbirth and early parenthood.
· Recognise the physical needs of the mother during pregnancy, childbirth and in the postnatal period.  
· appreciate the diversity of women’s needs affected by age, socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity or disability
Explore with learner
· the importance of breastfeeding, including the benefits to both the woman and baby and the impact on their long term health
· The role of education and support in the promotion of breastfeeding.
· Respecting individual choice and knowledge of artificial feeding.
Explore with the learner
· The impact of current legislation and World Health Organisation programmes on maternity care.
Enable the learner to
· Understand the special needs of the family unit when a baby is born with a congenital abnormality.  
· understand the complexities of the grieving process in those affected by miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal death or maternal death and how this may manifest in different women, their partners and families
· Consider the needs of women their partners and families who are suffering a bereavement around childbirth
· Understand the importance of practices which facilitate positive preservation of memories.
Section 2: Working in the maternity care environment
Facilitate the learner to understand the 
· Importance of infection control in the maternity care environment for mother and babies
· Consequences of the lack of infection control
· Implementation of infection control techniques to include cleaning, disinfection, sterilisation and care of general and specialist equipment, such as:
· beds 
· mattresses 
· cots
· bedpans
· incubators
· resuscitation equipment 
· theatre equipment
· feeding equipment.  

 Enable the learner to be competent to
· Assist mothers in personal hygiene and comfort to include vulval hygiene and infection control, perineal care, breast care, exercise, diet, mental health.
· Assist, educate and support parents in caring for their babies' hygiene, positioning, handling and feeding.
 Facilitate the learner to acquire the necessary skills in the maternity care environment to
· Prepare trolleys and clinical areas
· Assist clinical staff during clinical examinations
· Measure, test and record urine
· Report changes in the condition of mothers and babies
· Maintain stock levels of equipment and stores
· Respond appropriately to emergency situations which may arise to include:
· Reporting
· Patient positioning
· Clearing of an airway

· Implement safety and security procedures such as application of identity tags
· checking identity tags
· operation of security systems

Enable the learner to 
· Be conversant and employ medical terminology in maternity care setting.
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11a.  Assessment Techniques
Skills Demonstration 		60%
Assignment 			40%

11b.  Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s).  This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1 Discuss the philosophy of maternity care
	Assignment 
2

	2	Examine how certain elements of maternity care enhance the experience of mothers, babies and the family, to include non- judgmental attitudes, individualised care, consistent information, good communication and advice and choice
	Demonstration/
Assignment
2

	3	Summarise the physical, emotional and social needs of the  mother during the ante partum, intra partum and post-partum periods
	Assignment
1

	 4 	Discuss the benefits of breast feeding while allowing for individual choice 
	Assignment
2

	 5 	Investigate the importance of infection prevention and control in the maternity care setting
	Assignment 2/
Demonstration

	 6 	Examine the special needs of the family unit when a baby is  diagnosed with a congenital abnormality 
	Assignment
 1

	 7 	Describe the grief process in those affected by miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal death or maternal death 
	Assignment
1

	 8 	Explore the impact of relevant current legislation and World Health Organisation (WHO) programmes on maternity care 
	Assignment 1/
2

	  9 	Identify particular safety and security procedures in maternity care such as application and checking identity tags and operation of security systems to ensure security of babies
	Skills Demonstration

	 10 	Give assistance to mothers in caring for themselves and their babies, to include the mother's personal hygiene and comfort, baby hygiene, positioning, handling and feeding
	Assignment
1

	 11 	Demonstrate a range of clinically related skills, to include preparation of clinical areas and trolleys for maternal and infant care and procedures, assistance of clinical staff during physical examination, measuring, testing and recording urine and reporting changes in mothers and babies condition to the midwife
	Skills Demonstration


	 12 	Execute cleaning of and care for general and specialist equipment such as beds, mattresses, cots, bedpans, incubators, resuscitation equipment, theatre equipment and feeding equipment
	Skills Demonstration


	 13 	Maintain stock levels of specialist maternity stores and equipment
	Skills Demonstration

	 14 	Execute appropriate responses to identified emergency situations experienced by mother or baby to include reporting, patient  positioning and clearing of an airway 
	Skills Demonstration


	 15 	Employ the terminology used in the maternity care setting.
	Skills Demonstration
/ Assignment



11c.   Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the assignments and skill demonstrations.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes.  Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate.  Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.


	Assignments x 2
	40%

	
This assessment will consist of 2 assignments.
The assignments should be completed throughout the duration of the programme.  The assignment may be presented in a variety of media, for example written, oral, graphic, audio visual or any combination of these.  


	Assignment 1
The learner will complete an assignment related to the specific needs of pregnant women and their babies.

This assignment will discuss the philosophy of maternity care and include
· the physical, emotional and social needs of a mother during the periods
· antepartum
· intrapartum
· post-partum 
· assisting mothers in caring for themselves and their babies to include the mother's personal hygiene and comfort, baby hygiene, positioning, handling and feeding

· the special needs of the family unit when a baby is diagnosed with a congenital abnormality and those affected by miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal death or maternal death.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief


Assignment 2
The learner will complete an assignment on infant feeding.  
This assignment will discuss promoting, educating and supporting mothers in feeding using a non- judgemental attitude, individualised care, consistent information and good communication and include
· the benefits of breast feeding
· the impact of current legislation on infant feeding
· the importance of hygiene and infection control in infant feeding
· assisting in feeding and handling 

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief





	Skills demonstration
	60%

	
The demonstrations will be completed throughout the duration of the programme

	
In one or more skills demonstrations in the work place or in a simulated environment the learner will be assessed in the following skills.
Demonstrate the practical skills of
· Preparing clinical areas and trolleys.
· Assisting clinical staff during physical examinations.
· Measuring, testing and recording urine,
· Maintaining stock levels of equipment and stores,
· Responding appropriately in an emergency situation reporting, positioning the patient and clearing the airway.
· Implementing safety and security procedures.
· Cleaning and care of general and specialist equipment .
· Reporting changes in the condition of mothers and babies.
· Employing medical terminlogy used in the maternity care setting

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.


Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%



At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded.  The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.


	Maternity Care Support
5N3746
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment 40%



Learner’s Name: _______________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	 Assignment 1 
	
	

	· Discussion on the philosophy of maternity care
	4
	

	· Clear identification of needs of mother in all periods
	6
	

	· Comprehensive description of assistance required by mothers
	6
	

	· Considerations of special and bereavement needs during these periods
	4
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	 Assignment 2
	
	

	· Understanding of the role of education and support in infant feeding
	4
	

	· Comprehensive discussion of the benefits of breastfeeding
	4
	

	· Awareness of the impact of legislation for infant feeding
	4
	

	· Identification of measures required for infection control in relation to feeding 
	4
	

	· Comprehensive description of assistance required in feeding and handling 
	4
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	Total Mark
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	____________________________	Date: ____________






	Maternity Care Support
5N3746
	Learner Marking Sheet
Skills Demonstration 60%



Learner’s Name: _______________________________
	Assessment Criteria
To be evidenced in one or more skills demonstrations
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Demonstrated proficiency in the preparation of clinical areas trolleys for
· maternal procedures
· infant care
	10
	

	Gave assistance to clinical staff during physical examinations of 
· mothers
· babies
	10
	

	Demonstrated accuracy having 
· Measured 
· tested 
· recorded urine
	5
	

	Maintained stock levels of 
· equipment 
· stores
	5
	

	Responded appropriately to emergency situations
· reported
· positioned patient
· cleared airway
	10
	

	Executed the 
· cleaning 
· care of equipment
	5
	

	Demonstrated understanding of safety and security systems
· application and checking of identity tags
· operation of security systems
	5
	

	Demonstrated understanding of and reported changes in the condition of
· mothers
· babies
	5
	

	Demonstrated an understanding and employed medical terminology
	5
	

	Total Mark
	60
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator’s Signature: 	____________________________	Date: _____________
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