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Revision History
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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate.
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB  programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Infection Prevention and Control
Component Name and Code 
Infection Prevention and Control  Code 5N3734
Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)
Credit Value
15 Credits
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure
Special Requirements
The provider must have all of the following in place to offer this award:
Access to a hospital/health care area with up to date equipment, fixtures and fittings, cleaning agents and materials, disinfectants, antiseptics, sterilisers, waste disposal, linen segregation, personal protective equipment and a current Infection Prevention and Control manual.
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competence to prevent and/or manage outbreaks of infection and to recognize their role in the prevention of infection in a health care setting.
Objectives of the Programme Module
· To facilitate the learner develop an understanding of the importance of infection prevention and control in the provision of a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors;
· To assist learners develop an understanding of the principles of infection, the factors that contribute to healthcare associated infections , their prevention & outbreak management;
· To enable learners gain an appreciation of the role of the Infection Prevention and Control team in the prevention and management of infection in healthcare settings &  their role in policy formation;
·  To assist learners acquire knowledge of the standard precautions & practical skills required to decontaminate equipment to include terminal cleaning,  segregation of all healthcare waste & linen, the management of spillages, safe sharps disposal and the role of single use items 
· To enable the learner manage inoculation & accidental exposure to blood & bodily fluids and understand the need for reporting such incidences and the role of the occupational health;
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to infection prevention and control through the medium of the indicative content; 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Infection Prevention and Control 5N3734
Learners will be able to:
1. Explain the basic principles of infection and the application of standard precautions in relation to infection control, to include the significance of an Area of Infection Control
2. Discuss the importance of infection prevention and control in the healthcare area, in providing a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors
3. Summarise the various types of micro organisms, the elements required for the growth, spread and subsequent infection process, to include direct and indirect contact, knowledge of the chain of infection and the need for vigilance and safe practice at all times
4. Analyse the predisposing factors to the development of healthcare-acquired infections to include contact precautions, respiratory precautions and enteric precautions
5. Discuss the role and functions of the local infection control team members, to include local policy in relation to dress, staff health and travel associated infections
6. Investigate the terms cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation to include cleaning standards, procedures and frequencies while paying special attention to decontamination of equipment, including patient care equipment
7. Identify the main blood borne viruses which pose a threat and the methods that prevent the spread of infections 
8. Examine the role of antibiotics and the importance of correct and safe antibiotic use to avoid antibiotic resistance
9. Differentiate between social hand hygiene, antiseptic hand hygiene and surgical hand hygiene to include the correct use of alcohol hand gels and the need for good personal skin care and efficient hand washing
10. Implement the local terminal cleaning procedure in a range of settings, such as an isolation room, single use items and outbreak management
11. Apply appropriate management of blood and body fluid spillages, to include policies for dealing with clean and soiled linen, the disposal of sharps and the correct management following inoculation, injury or accidental exposure to blood and body fluids.

Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1 : Principles of Infection - (SLOs 1,2,3,4,8)
Facilitate the learner to explain the basic principles of infection for example:   (SLO 1)
· how disease is transmitted and the prevention of disease transmission;
· apply the Standard Precautions in relation to infection control for example, hand hygiene;  respiratory hygiene; PPE; occupational exposure management including sharps; management of care equipment; safe waste disposal;  safe care of linen including uniforms; control of environment.
· consider the significance of an Area of Infection Control for example, the Infection Prevention and Control Manual. 

Facilitate the learner to discuss the importance of infection prevention and control in the healthcare area, in providing a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors for example:  (SLO 2)
· prevention of complications;
· delayed wound healing;
· delayed discharge from hospital;
· delay in return to work;
· impact on family & finances;
· increase exposure to aggressive antibiotic therapy; 
· development of antibiotic resistance;
· increased financial cost of treatment of infection;
· prevent development of healthcare-acquired-infections;
· prevention of spread of infection & cross infection.

Facilitate the learner to summarise the various types of micro-organisms for example:  (SLO 3)
· bacteria;
· virus;
· prion protein;
· fungus;
· Helminths;
· Protozoa

Consider the elements required for growth for example:
· Temperature;  
· Moisture; 
· Nutrients;
· Ph;
· Oxygen;
· Energy;
· Carbon;
· Nitrogen;
· Inorganic ions.

Consider the spread of microbes for example:
· bloods, bodily fluids, secretions & excretions;
· vectors;
· dressings;
· personal care items;
· direct & indirect contact;
· water;
· food;
· air;
· eating and drinking utensils;
· coughing, sneezing, laughing, singing & talking.

Include direct and indirect contact.
Consider the subsequent infection process for example,
·  the chain of infection:
· Agent;
· Reservoir;
· Portal of Exit;
· Mode of transmission;
· Portal of Entry;
· Susceptible host.

Include the need for vigilance & safe practice at all times, for example, the use of a screening mechanism such as Bowell’s Scoring System.

Facilitate the learner to analysis the predisposing factors to the development of healthcare-acquired infections for example:   ( SLO 4)
· Over-crowding;
· Dirt;
· Damp;
· Poor training of staff in hygiene;
· Breakdown of Infection Prevention & Control procedures;
· Invasive devices;
· Severe underlying diseases;
· Malnourishment;
· Following antibiotic therapy;
· Exposure & proximity;
· Extremes of ages
· Regular intimate contact;
· Breaches of the natural defence mechanisms.
Consider contact, respiratory and enteric precautions s i.e. the Transmission Based Precautions.

Facilitate the learner examine the role of antibiotics and the importance of correct and safe antibiotic use to avoid antibiotic resistance for example:    (SLO 8)
· avoid frequent antibiotic usage;
· correct dose, frequency, route;
· importance of completing course;
· correct handling and storage of antibiotics;
· keep antibiotics in original container with legible label;
· administered to the prescribed patient/client only;
· Limit prescribing.

Section 2:   Local Infection Prevention and Control Team  & Decontamination, SLO 5, 6,9,10
Facilitate the learner to discuss the role and function of the local infection prevention and control team members for example: SLO 5
· Assistant Director of Nursing;
· Clinical Nurse Specialist;
· Consultant Microbiologist;
· Registrars;
· Antimicrobial Pharmacist;
· Medical Laboratory Scientist in Microbiology;
· Surveillance Specialist.
Consider locally devised policies as they relate to dress, staff health & the travel associated infections.
Enable the learner to: SLO 6
· Investigate the terms cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation to include knowledge of when & why each method is used, provide examples of various items of equipment in each decontamination level. Discuss methods appropriate to each level and in keeping with locally devised policies; 
· include cleaning standards, procedures and frequencies while paying special attention to decontamination of equipment, including patient care equipment as per the current  Audit Tool s for Monitoring Infection Control Standards & The Acute Hospitals’ Cleaning Manual as appropriate.

Facilitate the learner to Implement the local terminal cleaning procedure in a range of settings, such as an isolation room, and include for example:    ( SLO 10)
· knowledge of the current Standard Operating Procedure; knowledge of when to conduct a terminal clean; items to be gathered before starting;  recommended products to be used; safe preparation of the product; choice of PPEs; method of conducting a terminal clean; knowledge of correct disposal of linen, equipment & healthcare risk waste from the room;
· Consider the role of single use items in the prevention of infection and cross infection;
· demonstrate knowledge of their role in outbreak management to include duty & responsibilities, reporting relationship, local policy.

Facilitate the learner to  differentiate between social hand hygiene, antiseptic hand hygiene and surgical hand hygiene for example:        (SLO  9)
· when & why the different hand hygiene techniques are used; 
· difference between techniques and duration of performance of each;
· consider the correct use of alcohol hand gels , when  it is / is not appropriate to use; 
· consider need for good personal skin care for example,  drying thoroughly, pat dry as appropriate, use of moisturiser;
· efficient hand washing for example, using  Ayliffe’s Technique. 

Section 3 Blood Borne Viruses and the Management of Occupational Accident Exposures
Facilitate the learner to Identify the main blood borne viruses which pose a threat for example:  (SLO 7)
· Hepatitis B ,
· Hepatitis C, 
· HIV/Aids.


Consider Identification of the methods that prevent the spread of infections  for example: 
· handling infective material;
· how long the precautions apply;
· cleaning equipment;
· use of designated equipment;
· single room;
· PPE;
· co-horting patients;
· designated staff;
· frequency of cleaning patient’s equipment & environment;
· Restricted visiting;
· Screening at risk patients/clients.

Facilitate the learner to apply appropriate management of blood and body fluid spillages for example: (SLO 11)
·  containment of spillages;
· spillage kits & contents; 
· chlorine releasing agent to be use; 
· strength  of recommended product  used for different types of spillages;
· preparation of the product;
· safe usage of this product; 
· contraindications to the use of chlorine releasing products; 
· PPE to be worn; 
· correct technique when cleaning the area;
·  use of disposable items ;  
· safe disposal of items used.

Consider policies for dealing with clean and soiled linen for example, include knowledge of the national colour coding system.
Consider policies for dealing with the disposal of sharps for example:
· safe disposal of sharps;
· items to be placed into a sharps bin;
·  sealing a sharps bin;
· Completion of a sharps bin’s Label; 
· Purpose and application of the identification tag to sharps bin;
· Collection and safe disposal of sharps bins. 
· New needles policy 



Consider policies for dealing with the correct management following inoculation, injury or accidental exposure to blood and body fluids for example:
· Reporting injuries and exposure;
· first aid management; 
· follow up in A&E & Occupational Health as appropriate;
· completion of  relevant mandatory forms.

Assessment
11a.	Assessment Techniques

Skills Demonstration 			40%
Learner Record				20%
Examination – Theory			40%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1.	Explain the basic principles of infection and the application of standard precautions in relation to infection control, to include the significance of an Area of Infection Control.
	Examination-Theory

	2.	Discuss the importance of infection prevention and control in the healthcare area, in providing a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors.
	Examination-Theory

	3.	Summarise the various types of micro organisms, the elements required for the growth, spread and subsequent infection process, to include direct and indirect contact, knowledge of the chain of infection and the need for vigilance and safe practice at all times.
	Examination-Theory

	4.	Analyse the predisposing factors to the development of healthcare-acquired infections to include contact precautions, respiratory precautions and enteric precautions.
	Examination-
theory

	5.	Discuss the role and functions of the local infection control team members, to include local policy in relation to dress, staff health and travel associated infections.
	Learner Record

	6.	Investigate the terms cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation to include cleaning standards, procedures and frequencies while paying special attention to decontamination of equipment, including patient care equipment.
	Skills Demonstration

	7.	Identify the main blood borne viruses which pose a threat and the methods that prevent the spread of infections. 
	Learner Record

	8.	Examine the role of antibiotics and the importance of correct and safe antibiotic use to avoid antibiotic resistance.
	Learner Record

	9.	Differentiate between social hand hygiene, antiseptic hand hygiene and surgical hand hygiene to include the correct use of alcohol hand gels and the need for good personal skin care and efficient hand washing.
	Skills Demonstration

	10.	Implement the local terminal cleaning procedure in a range of settings, such as an isolation room, single use items and outbreak management.
	Skills Demonstration

	11.	Apply appropriate management of blood and body fluid spillages, to include policies for dealing with clean and soiled linen, the disposal of sharps and the correct management following inoculation, injury or accidental exposure to blood and body fluids.
	Skills Demonstrations



11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes, examination papers, marking schemes and outline solutions for the Skills Demonstration, Learner Record & Examination-Theory.  In devising the assessment briefs & examination papers, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.



	Skill Demonstration
	Weighting 40%

	The Skill Demonstration will be completed while the learner is on work experience placement or alternatively, during a simulated exercise and signed off by the work place supervisor, a person delegated by him/her or the module tutor.

	
· Evidence of Investigation of the terms; cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation to include cleaning standards, procedures and frequencies while paying special attention to decontamination of equipment, including patient care equipment. (L.O.  6)
· Demonstrates the difference between social hand hygiene, antiseptic hand hygiene and surgical hand hygiene to include the correct use of alcohol hand gels and the need for good personal skin care and efficient hand washing. ( L.O. 9)
· Implements the local terminal cleaning procedure in a range of settings, such as an isolation room, single use items and outbreak management. (L.O. 10)
· Demonstrates the application of appropriate management of blood and body fluid spillages, to include policies for dealing with clean and soiled linen, the disposal of sharps and the correct management following inoculation, injury or accidental exposure to blood and body fluids. (L.O. 11) 
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.





	
Learner Record
	Weighting 20%

	The Learner Record will be maintained by the student throughout delivery of the module

	
· A clear summary of the role and functions of the local infection control team members, to include local policy in relation to dress, staff health and travel associated infections.(L.O.5)
· Clear Identification of the main blood borne viruses which pose a threat and the methods that prevent the spread of infections. (L.O.7)
· Examine the role of antibiotics and the importance of correct and safe antibiotic use to avoid antibiotic resistance. (L.O.8)
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written or graphic or any combination of these. Any evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	Examination-Theory
	Weighting 40%

	The Examination-Theory will take place at the end of module delivery and will be of 2 hours duration.

	
· Clear explanation of the basic principles of infection and the application of standard precautions in relation to infection control, to include the significance of an Area of Infection Control. (L.O.1)
· Comprehensive discussion of the importance of infection prevention and control in the healthcare area, in providing a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors. (l..O.2)
· Comprehensive summary of the various types of micro organisms, the elements required for the growth, spread and subsequent infection process, to include direct and indirect contact, knowledge of the chain of infection and the need for vigilance and safe practice at all times. (L.O.3)
· Evidence of analyses of the predisposing factors to the development of healthcare-acquired infections to include contact precautions, respiratory precautions and enteric precautions. (L.O.4)
The structure of the examination will form two parts.  
Section A: Answer ten short questions.  Section B: Answer four structured questions.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an examination paper.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an examination paper.



Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%
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	Infection Prevention and Control 5N3734
	Learner Marking Sheet
Skill Demonstration 40%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………..
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Demonstration  of:
·  investigation of term  cleaning, disinfection and sterilisation 
·  cleaning standards, procedures and frequencies 
· decontamination of equipment, including patient care equipment
	10
	

	Demonstration of :
· differences between social hand hygiene, antiseptic hand hygiene and surgical hand hygiene;
· the correct use of alcohol hand gels; 
· the need for good personal skin care and efficient hand washing.
	10
	

	Implementation of :
· the local terminal cleaning procedure in a range of settings, such as an isolation room; 
· appropriate use of single use items;
· their role in outbreak management.
	10
	

	Demonstration of:
· the application of appropriate management of blood and body fluid spillages,
· knowledge of  policies for dealing with clean and soiled linen, 
· appropriate disposal of sharps , correct management following inoculation, injury or accidental exposure to blood and body fluids.
	10
	

	Subtotal
	
	

	Total Mark
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: _________________________       Date: ___________________

	Infection Prevention and Control 5N3734
	Learner Marking Sheet
Learner Record  20%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………..
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Provision of 
· a clear summary of the role and functions of the local infection control team members,
· local policy in relation to dress, staff health and travel associated infections.
	7
	

	5 Clear Identification of 
· the main blood borne viruses which pose a threat, 
·  the methods that prevent the spread of infections. 
	7
	

	Provision of a clear
· examination of the role of antibiotics 
· understanding of the importance of correct and safe antibiotic use to avoid antibiotic resistance. 
	6
	

	Subtotal
	
	

	Total Mark
	
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: _________________________       Date: ___________________


	
Infection Prevention and Control 5N3734
	Learner Marking Sheet
Examination 40%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………..
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	
Section A:
Ten short questions (2 marks each)
          Question No.
	


	

		1
	
2
	

		2
	2
	

		3
	2
	

		4
	2
	

		5
	2
	

		6
	2
	

		7
	2
	

		8
	2
	

		9
	2
	

		10	
	2
	

		Subtotal
	20
	

	
Section B: Structured questions
Four structured questions (5 marks each)
	Question No.
	



	

		1
	5
	

		2
	5
	

		3
	5
	

		4	
	5
	

		Subtotal
	20
	

	Total Mark
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: _________________________       Date: ___________________
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