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Laois and Offaly ETB
Programme Module for 
Early Childhood Education and Play

leading to 
Level 5 QQI  
Early Childhood Education and Play 
5N1773


Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the Learning Outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all Learning Outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the Learning Outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all Learning Outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Early Childhood Education and Play
Component Name and Code 
Early Childhood Education and Play 5N1773
Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning).
Credit Value
15 Credits 
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.
Special Requirements
None
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to ensure that each child’s learning, development and wellbeing is facilitated through the provision of opportunities, experiences, activities, interaction, materials and equipment, having regard to the age and stage of development of the child and the child’s cultural context.
Objectives of the Programme Module
· To know the stages of play linked to the developmental stage of the child.
· To understand the centrality of play to a child’s development, learning and wellbeing.
· To be aware of a variety of curricula and their implementation.
· To recognise the importance of the contribution of the adult to the play process.
· To devise play activities and experiences both indoor and outdoor that are age, stage and culturally appropriate.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Early Childhood Care and Education 5M2009 through the medium of the individual content.
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 QQI Early Childhood Education and Play 5N1773

Learners will be able to:

1. Outline the types, stages patterns and purposes of children’s play.
2. Describe a range of theories of play in the context of children’s education to include, Psychoanalytic theories (Freud, Winnicott) and Constructivist theories (Piaget and Vygotsky).
3. Evaluate the role of the adult in children’s play.
4. Explore a child led approach to meeting  the play and educational requirements of children.
5. Describe different approaches to curriculum development and implementation in the ECCE setting.
6. Assess the value of equipment, materials, play spaces, both indoors and outdoors, in the ECCE setting.
7. Use a range of reading and storytelling techniques appropriate to different stages of children’s development and cultural background.
8. Select relevant play activities and materials appropriate to children’s interests and stage of development and cultural background.
9. Implement appropriate curricula which promotes learning and the holistic development of the child.
10. Reflect on own role and responsibilities when supporting children in their play. 

Indicative Content
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1.  Play
Learning Outcome 1. Outline the types, stages, patterns and purposes of children’s play.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 1, facilitate the learner to:
· Identify and discuss the different types of play that children engage in:
· Physical to include: Exploratory, Manipulative, Constructive, ball games, dance, small world play, sand and water, slides and outdoor equipment, tricycles.
· Creative to include: Exploring and using their bodies to make and do things, Exploring Art and craft activities to develop creativity, Experiment and explore the world, Explore the properties of different materials, Music, song and dance.
· Pretend to include: Dramatic play, Make believe, Role play, Fantasy play, Imaginative play, Symbolic play.
· Stages of play: Solitary play- ( 0-2 years) the child plays alone, Spectator play-(2-3 years) the child watches others playing without joining in, Parallel play-(2-3 years) the child plays side by side with another child without interacting, Associative/partnership-(3-5 years) children begin to interact with others in their play, Co-operative play-( 5+ ) children interact , take turns, share and decide how and  what to play.
· Explore the  changing patterns  of children’s play through different generations
· Recognise the centrality of play to the Holistic development of children.
Play:
· Allows them to explore the environment by being active.
· Encourages them to take risks in a safe environment.
· Helps develop language skills through verbal and non-verbal communication.
· Helps children to build and extend their knowledge, understanding and skills in a way that makes sense to them.
· Allows them to develop their own ideas.
· Fosters the development of social skills through interaction with others.
· Helps to develop friendship. 
· Allows them to understand their emotions, both positive and negative, in a safe   environment.
· Helps develop strategies for problem solving and resolving conflicts. 

Learning Outcome 2. Describe a range of theories of play in the context of children’s education to include, Psychoanalytic theories (Freud, Winnicott) and Constructivist theories (Piaget and Vygotsky)
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 2, facilitate the learner to:
· Discuss various theories of play proposed by Friedrich Froebel, Rudolph Steiner, Margaret McMillan, Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky, Sigmund Freud, Anna Freud, D.W Winnicott, Janet Moyles, Tina Bruce
· Understand the changing approaches to play from Plato to the modern era
Learning Outcome 3. Evaluate the role of the adult in children’s play
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 3, facilitate the learner to:
· Demonstrate awareness that adults provide children with support, props, time and space to develop their play.
· Adults should:
· Be able to support children during structured and unstructured activities.
· take time to observe consult plan and participate.
· Listen to children with respect.
· Encourage them to share experience ideas and feelings.
· Give positive feedback.
· Encourage children to persevere.
· Recognise when to change activities.
· Take ownership of activities.
· Provide challenging opportunities.
· Provide an environment that identifies and responds to the play needs of each individual child.
· Involve children in decision making, encouraging and responding to their suggestions and comments.
· Create an indoor and outdoor environment that provides for a wide range of play possibilities.

Learning Outcome 6. Assess the value of equipment, materials, play spaces, both indoors and outdoors, in the ECCE setting.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:
· Demonstrate how play materials and equipment assist in the overall development of the child (physical, cognitive, emotional, language and social development).
· Assess the value of a toy, game or piece of play equipment.
· Recognise that indoor spaces should encourage the child to become involved, promote independence and sense of responsibility, allowing for decision making.
· Acknowledge that children are different in their abilities, stages of development, stages of play, likes and dislikes and general interests.
· Recognise children’s need for spending time alone in quiet play, and in groups in noisy active play, as well as recognising that the outdoors stimulates different kinds of physical activity.
· List the features of a supportive play environment.
Learning Outcome 7. Use a range of reading and storytelling techniques appropriate to different stages of children’s development and cultural background. 
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 7, facilitate the learner to:
· Demonstrate reading or storytelling techniques appropriate to different stages to development (0-6 years).
· Identify a range of books available for children from 0-6 years.
· List a range of play materials and resources that can be used as aids with books or rhymes or stories.
· Recognise that books should be part of every child’s experience within the ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education) environment.
· Show an awareness that books stimulate imagination and help develop understanding of how other people act and feel.
· Introduce familiarity with the written word and its symbolic role to children.
· Provide books and stories relevant to individual preferences of the child.
· Be fully cognisant of the use of books and stories. 
· Offer books and stories that take account of cultural difference. 
· Develop skills in puppetry, drama, improvisation and mime as part of story-telling techniques.
· Provide books and displays which show pictures, numbers and words in various languages. 
· List a range of topics of interest to children from 0-6 years.
Learning Outcome 8. Select relevant play activities and materials appropriate to children’s interests and stage of development and cultural background.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 8, facilitate the learner to:
· Devise a variety of play activities to promote the following; Mathematical literacy and Science; Human and Social learning; Music and Movement; Information and Communication Technologies.
· Evaluate a variety of play activities.
· Provide an environment using equipment materials and displays to reflect the diversity of Irish society including ability gender, ethnic diversity and family structure
· Have a knowledge of how to provide materials and equipment inside and outside which meet children’s specific needs.
· Choose a range of open-ended materials such as big and small blocks, playdoh, fabrics, recycled materials, paints, sand, water, clay, paper and natural materials to suit age and stage of children’s development.
· Recognise the importance of providing sufficient number of toys equipment and materials to support children in indoor and outdoor play.
Section 2: Curriculum and planning
Learning Outcome 4. Explore a child led approach to meeting the play and educational requirements of children. 
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 4, facilitate the learner to:
· Demonstrate an awareness of what a child led approach is by undertaking in-depth  research of one of the following: 
· Reggio Emilio
· Montessori 
· Highscope

Learning Outcome 5. Describe different approaches to curriculum development and implementation in the ECCE setting.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:
· Describe the provision and implementation of a range of different curricula in the ECCE setting which may include Montessori, Highscope, Steiner, Reggio Emillo, Froebel, Aisteir, Forest Schools.
· Display a knowledge of the basic tenets of each curriculum, the teaching materials and methodology to be used.
Learning Outcome 9. Implement appropriate curricula which promotes learning and the holistic development of the child.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 9, facilitate the learner to:
· Plan, implement and evaluate a range of different activities selected from different curricula using the relevant philosophy.
· Be familiar with the pedagogy of different curricula which take a holistic approach to the development and learning of the child and reflect the inseparable nature of development and learning.
· Be able to implement a verifiable broad based documented and flexible curriculum or programme.
· Recognise that enriching and informing all aspects of practice within the setting requires cycles of observation, planning, action and evaluation undertaken on a regular basis.
· Organise and manage resources effectively by understanding the chosen philosophy, which will be supported by clear policies and procedures to guide and determine practice.
· Encourage the exercise of individual choice among children at play.
· Critically evaluate their own role when implementing activities with children. 
Learning Outcome 10: Reflect on own role and responsibilities when supporting children in their play.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 10, facilitate the learner to:
· Critically evaluate whether or not the materials interest the children, vary sufficiently to suit all type and stages of play and development, reflect a diversity of cultural interest, and promote a wide range of learning opportunities e.g. creativity, language and problem solving.
· Understand the importance of guiding and helping children to make choices and decisions about their play.
· Provide the scaffolding or framework within which learning can take place.
· Evaluate their own role. 
· Assess what the learner has learned from planning and carrying out the activity.
· Assess what the child has learned.
· Identify their own strengths and weaknesses.
·  Describe how they would change the activity if doing it again, with reasons.
· Recommend how to extend the activities with relevant follow on activities e.g.  a nature walk followed on by a leaf painting activity.
· Understand their own responsibility around health and safety issues in relation to any activity 
· Be aware of issues regarding equality, access and cultural difference   in activity provision e.g. Gender bias, special needs etc.

Assessment
11a.	Assessment Techniques
In order to demonstrate that they have reached the standards of knowledge, skill and competence identified in all the Learning Outcomes, learners are required to complete the assessment(s) below.  
Assignment 			30%
Assignment 			30%
Skills Demonstration 		40%

11b.	Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all Learning Outcomes from the component specification; each Learning Outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Outline the types, stages, patterns and purposes of children’s play.
	Assignment 

	2. Describe a range of theories of play in the context of children’s education to include: Psychoanalytical theories (Freud, Winnicott) and Constructivist theories (Piaget and Vygotsky).
	Assignment & Skills Demonstration

	3. Evaluate the role of the adult in children’s play.
	Assignment & Skills Demonstration

	4. Explore a child led approach to meeting the play and educational requirements of children.
	Assignment

	5. Describe different approaches to curriculum development and implement in ECCE setting.
	Assignment and skills Demonstration

	6. Assess the value of equipment, materials, play spaces both indoors and outdoors, in the ECCE setting.
	Assignment

	7. Use a range of reading and storytelling techniques appropriate to different stages of children’s development and cultural background.
	Skills Demonstration

	8. Select relevant play activities and materials appropriate to children’s interests and stage of development and cultural background.
	Assignment and Skills Demonstration

	9. Implement appropriate curricula which promotes learning and the holistic development of the child.
	Assignment and Skills Demonstration

	10. Reflect on own role and responsibilities when supporting children in their play.
	Assignment and Skills Demonstration



11c.  	Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the assignments and skills demonstration.  In devising the assessment briefs care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the Learning Outcomes. 
Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assignment 1
	30%

	Throughout course duration

	This assignment will provide evidence of Learning Outcomes 1,2,3,6,7
Instructions:
The learner is required to submit an assignment that will assess the value of a piece of equipment, a toy or a place space in an ECCE setting. The assignment should include a title page, contents page, an introduction / rationale , a range of criteria by which the toy / space will be assessed, detailed assessment of the item / area. Reflection on the role of the adult in relation to the toy / area chosen for evaluation and any conclusions which may include recommendations as to whether the chosen toy / area should be modified/ improved or not, should also be included. 
References and appendices should be included where appropriate.

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.

	Assignment 2
	30%

	Throughout course duration

	This assignment will provide evidence of Learning Outcomes 2,4,5,6,8,9,10
Instructions:
The learner is required to submit a lesson plan of a play activity for a group of children between the ages of 0-6yrs. This plan must be devised by the learner in consultation with another adult in a supervisory role. The assignment should contain a thorough planning section which includes the benefit of the activity for the children and the justification for the resource(s) used, an implementation section, a thorough evaluation, reflection on the role of the learner and conclusions which may include suggestions for additional activities. 
References and appendices should be included where appropriate.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.

	Skills Demonstration
	40%

	Throughout course duration

	This assignment will provide evidence of Learning Outcomes 2,3,5,7,8,9,10
Instructions:
The learner is required to perform an oral presentation simulating the reading of a story to a group of children between the ages of 0-6 yrs. A teaching aid / resource will need to be provided to assist in the activity along with a write- up of the storytelling activity. Included int eh write-up will be the following: A title page and contents page, an introduction / rationale, planning and implementation of the activity, an evaluation of the teaching aid and of the role of the learner in completing the presentation.
References and appendices should be included where appropriate.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.


12 Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%
At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Early Childhood Education and Play 5N1773
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment 1: 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Logical Rationale
	5
	

	Comprehensive list of criteria for assessing the item
	5
	

	Detailed assessment of the item
	10
	

	Detailed assessment of the role of the adult provided
	5
	

	Considered recommendations for changes/ alternative uses for the item/ area chosen
	5
	

	Total Mark

	30
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	_________________________Date: ___________________



	Early Childhood Education and Play 5N1773
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment 2: 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Logical Rationale 
	5
	

	Comprehensive planning
	5
	

	Effective implementation  
	5
	

	Detailed evaluation of the Learning Outcomes from the activity for the children
	10
	

	Considered reflection of the personal role of the learner in the activity
	5
	

	Total Mark

	30
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	_________________________Date: ___________________


	
Early Childhood Education and Play 5N1773
	Learner Marking Sheet
Skills Demonstration: 40%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Logical Rationale
	5
	

	Effective performance including:
· Ability to hold the attention of the audience in relation to the story being told
· Effective interaction with the audience
· Successful use of voice
· Appropriate use of aids resources
	20
	

	Comprehensive evaluation:
· The techniques and aids/ resources used
· The potential value of the story/ activity for a group of children 0-6 years
· The learners personal role in the performance

	15
	

	Total Mark

	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	_________________________Date: ___________________
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