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Version Log for this Component
The most recent change and version is highlighted and listed first.  This is the version you should use in your delivery of the component.

	Version
	Effective Date
	Change

	04
	1st Sept 2022
	Minor reformatting, including inclusion of component version log. 
No change to content.

	03
	1st Sept 2020
	Formatting only

	02
	1st Sept 2018
	Corrected minor error on Marking Sheet





Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Digital Photography

Component Name and Code 
Digital Photography 5N1270

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)

 Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to facilitate the learner to acquire a comprehensive introduction to the theory and practice of digital photographic production. It will develop practical, critical and creative skills in the production of digital photographic images.

Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to acquire fundamental skills of digital photographic production.
· To enable the learner to develop an understanding of the inter-relationship between theory and practice of photography.
· To enable the learner to  work in an effective manner individually and participate successfully as a member of a team.
· To enable the learner to engage with the creative, original, experimental and personal responses in their work.
· To facilitate the learner to develop an awareness of photography as a contemporary medium of communication.
· To facilitate the learner to develop critical skills through the practice of photography.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Digital Photography 5N1270
Learners will be able to:
1. Explain the inter-relationship between the theory and practice of digital photography.
2. Outline the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication.
3. Explain the functions of the principal components of a digital camera and or digital SLR camera.
4. Describe the functions and uses of camera lenses and camera accessories.
5. Explain key elements in a computer workstation layout.
6. Expose photographs correctly by controlling shutter speed, aperture, ISO and white balance.
7. Apply the correct digital editing tools and practices to produce high-quality final images.
8. Experiment with various elements of composition.
9. Illustrate individual creativity through the practice of photography.
10. Save and store images appropriately.
11. Construct a portfolio of work suitable for professional presentation.
12. Work independently in a disciplined professional manner.
13. Practice time management in completing work.
14. Make informed critical judgment of completed work.
Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Based on the particular vocational area the program will facilitate the learner to:
Introduce the functions of the principal components of a digital camera and or digital SLR camera by including.
· Demonstrating the functions of the principal components of a digital camera and/or digital SLR camera.
· Appropriately applying the concepts of shutter speed, focus, depth of field, ISO sensitivity.
Describe the functions and uses of camera lenses and digital camera accessories by including: 
· Principals of lens aperture affecting depth of field.
Expose photographs correctly by controlling shutter speed, aperture, ISO and white balance:
· Illustrating examples of controlled metering. 
· Illustrating the effects of shutter speed.
· Illustrating the appropriate use of ISO settings.
· Illustrating correct white balance in different light sources.
Explain key elements in a computer workstation layout for example:
· Correct and appropriate use of relevant applications for managing digital files.
· The transfer of digital images from a digital camera to a computer.
· The transfer of digital images from a computer to a digital printer.



Save and store images appropriately, for example:
· Correct and appropriate use of different file formats. 
· Application of correct digital image resolution for varying functions. 
Apply the correct digital editing tools and practices to produce high-quality final images, for example: 
· Correct and appropriate tonal and colour adjustments to digital images.
· Correct use of layers.
· Image cropping, sizing and formatting.
Facilitate the learner to outline the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication for example by:
· Illustrating different ways of conveying meaning through a single photograph.
· Exploring the potential of the application of digital photography in design communication.
· Recording the continuous analysis of development of own practice.
· Presenting analysis of undertaken assignments and project work.
· Examining and analysing the practice of other photographer's work.
Experiment with various elements of composition.
Illustrate individual creativity through the practice of photography, by including:
· Examples of personal engagement with the subject matter.
· Investigation of varying perspectives and points of interest in a theme.
Explain the inter-relationship between the theory and practice of digital photography, for example, illustrating the:
· Interpretation of brief’s requirements.
· Understanding the message to be communicated.
· Showing evidence of visualisation, as appropriate to the theme me of the assignment.
· Effective application of technical knowledge of equipment.
Construct a portfolio of work suitable for professional presentation, by including:
· Critical awareness and sound aesthetic judgment in the selection and organisation of work.
· Submission of printed digital photographs of high standard.
· Submission of digital photographic images in correct formats.
· Correct use of hard drives, USB memory devices and Disc.
Work independently in a disciplined professional manner, for example:
· Pursuing assignments and projects and presenting visual documentation.
· Regularly engaging in tutorials and presenting examples of work in progress.
       Practice time management in completing work, for example:
· Completing assignments within the designated time frames.
· Submission of printed work and files in digital format using the designated media.
Make informed critical judgment of completed work.
Section 1: Project
The assessor will devise a project brief that requires learners to demonstrate:
· The ability to explore a theme visually.
· Mastery of tools and techniques.
· Presentation and display skills.

Learners will undertake a photographic project producing a coherent visual exploration on 1 theme, for example;
Portraiture, still life, nature, documentary, movement, photojournalism, environment. 
A minimum of 12 prints, presented in digital format and printed with appropriate tonal and colour correction.

Section 2: Learner Record
The assessor will devise guidelines for learners to maintain a record of the assignments and projects undertaken that demonstrates evidence of a range of specific learning outcomes.
· Interpretation of brief’s requirements. 
· Analysis and reviews of undertaken assignments and project.
· Reference to other photographer's work. 
· Documentation of development of each project or assignment undertaken.
· Organisation and presentation of records. 

Section 3: Collection of Work
The assessor will devise guidelines for learners on gathering a Collection of Work exploring at least 2 different genres or types of subject matter that demonstrates evidence of;
· Technical digital camerawork skills. 
· Digital tonal and colour correction skills.
· Correct storage of digital files.
· An exploration of at least 2 different themes for example Portraits, light, still life, nature, documentary, movement, photojournalism, environment. 
The learner should present a minimum of 10 photographs showing the following:
· Exploration of 2 themes. 
· An understanding and appropriate use of shutter speed, depth of field, focus, exposure, white balance. 
· Demonstration of correct use of layers and digital tonal and colour adjustments. 
· Demonstrate digital printing to a high standard.
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Project 			30%
Learner Record 	30%
Collection of Work 	40%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques.
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Explain the functions of the principal components of a digital camera and or digital SLR camera.
	Learner Record

	2. Demonstrate the functions and uses of camera lenses and accessories including a range of photography concepts, such as aperture, shutter speed, depth of field, focus and ISO.
	Collection of Work Project

	3. Expose photographs correctly by controlling shutter speed, aperture, ISO and white balance.
	Collection of Work Project

	4. Explain the inter-relationship between the theory and practice of digital photography.
	Learner Record Collection of Work Project

	5. Explain key elements in a computer workstation layout.
	Collection of Work

	6. Save and store images appropriately.
	Collection of Work Project

	7. Apply the correct digital editing tools and practices to produce high-quality final images.
	Collection of Work Project

	8. Experiment with various elements of composition.
	Learner Record Collection of Work Project

	9. Illustrate individual creativity through the practice of photography.
	Collection of Work Project

	10. Outline the role of digital photography as a contemporary medium of communication.
	Learner Record

	11. Make informed critical judgment of completed work.
	Learner Record Collection of Work Project

	12. Work independently in a disciplined manner.
	Learner Record Collection of Work Project

	13. Practice time management in completing work.
	Learner Record Collection of Work Project

	14. Construct a portfolio of work suitable for professional presentation.
	Collection of Work Project



11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Learner Record, Collection of Work and Project. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.


	
Project
	30%

	The Project may be produced throughout the duration of this module. The project should be a minimum of 12 prints, addressing an agreed theme, which is communicated in a visual language. The theme should show evidence of research and use of the photographic and digital skills covered in the coursework.

	
Brief and Visualisation
· Interpretation and engagement for the prescribed outcome.
· Follow and develop a visual narrative in the confines of the brief.
· Edit work to a high standard.
· Understand the responsibilities and special concerns of the working photographer.

Camerawork
· Camerawork technically proficient and effective use of camera features.
· Images suitably focused with appropriate shutter speed. 
· Suitable ISO settings for the available light.
· Correct use of white balance.
· Effective use of depth of field.
· Good photographic composition.

Digital application
· Files correctly stored and transferred in all digital formats and media.
· Software correctly used to make tonal and colour adjustments to fulfill the brief.
· Digital images correctly tagged for printing.

Presentation and display
· Images printed to high quality. 
· Correct use of digital printer.



	Learner Record
	30%

	
The Learner Record should be produced throughout the duration of this module. This should illustrate progression of the work undertaken throughout the course, including the introductory assignments examining the principal components of the digital camera, the Collection of Work and the project. 


	
Brief and Visualisation
· Interpretation of brief’s requirements. 
· Analysis and reviews of undertaken assignments and project.
· Reference to other photographers work. 

Organisation and presentation
· Digital PDF contact sheets generated, correctly stored and printed, illustrating the full extent of photographic practice during all assignments and project work.
· Documentation of exercises undertaken 




	Collection of Work
	40%

	
The Collection of Work may be produced throughout the duration of this module. This should be a minimum of 10 images addressing two agreed themes illustrating proficient camerawork, correct digital storage and adjustment and correct digital printing.


	
Exploration of Themes
· Selection of photographs appropriate to themes.
· Effective choice of subject matter within confines of the theme.
· Edit work to a high standard.

Camerawork
· Camerawork technically proficient and effective use of camera features.
· Images suitably focused with appropriate shutter speed. 
· Suitable ISO settings for the available light.
· Correct use of white balance.
· Effective use of depth of field.
· Good photographic composition. 

Digital application
· Files correctly stored and transferred in all digital formats and media.
· Software used to make tonal and colour adjustments to fulfill the brief.
· Digital images correctly tagged for printing.
Presentation and display
· Images printed to high quality. 
· Correct use of digital printer.




Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%
Laois and Offaly ETB

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
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	Digital Photography
5N1270
	Learner Marking Sheet
Collection of Work 40%



Learner’s Name: ………………………………………………………
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	
Collection of Work

Exploration of Themes
· Selection of photographs appropriate to themes.
· Effective choice of subject matter within confines of the theme.

Camerawork 
· Technically proficient and effective use of camera features.
· Good photographic composition.
· Understanding and use of digital camera features. 
	25
	

	
Digital post production
· Files correctly stored and transferred in all formats and media.
· Software correctly used to make relevant tonal and colour adjustments.
· Digital images correctly tagged for printing.

Presentation 
· Photographs printed to an acceptable standard.
	15
	

	Total
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: .........................................................  Date: ...............................


	Digital Photography
5N1270
	Learner Marking Sheet
Learner Record 30%, Project 30%



Learner’s Name: ……………………………………………………..
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Learner Record
· Interpretation of brief requirements. 
· Analysis and reviews of undertaken assignments and project.
· Reference to other photographers work. 
· Documentation of development of each project or assignment undertaken. 
· Organisation and presentation of records. 
	30
	

	Subtotal 
	30
	

	Project
Visual Theme
· Full, creative exploration of theme.
· Choice of subject matter effective within confines of the theme.
· Clear indication of personal interest arising from exploration.
· Images selected to clearly express theme and concern.
· Clear sequencing/structuring of visual images to support ideas to be expressed.

	20
	

	
Mastery of Tools and Techniques
· Camerawork technically proficient.
· Good photographic composition.
· Digital adjustment techniques enhance product and appropriate to theme.
· Photographs printed to an acceptable standard.

	10
	

	Subtotal
	30
	

	Total Mark
	60
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: .........................................................Date: ...............................
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