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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in the Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise, the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the Learning Outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all Learning Outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the Learning Outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all Learning Outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.

Title of Programme Module
Criminology
Component Name and Code 
Criminology 5N2107
Duration in Hours
150 Hours
Credit Value
15 Credits 
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.
Special Requirements
None
Aim of the Programme Module
The purpose of this award is to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to analyse the characteristics, effects and consequences of criminal activities.
Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to develop an appreciation of the social and economic factors affecting criminal behaviour.  
· To facilitate the learner to gain an understanding of the behavioural theories associated with crime and its prevention.
· To support the learner in developing an understanding of criminal legislation and the role of the stakeholders involved in crime prevention.
· To introduce the learner to the key characteristics of a broad range of crimes, including drug related crime and to suitable methods of research and investigation in the area of crime.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to criminology through the medium of the indicative content.
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Criminology 5N2107
Learners will be able to:
1. Outline the key principles and theories in relation to criminology and crime causation.
2. Identify current legislation in relation to criminology and crime causation.
3. Explain key terminology in relation to criminology and crime causation.
4. Identify the role and characteristics of a range of stakeholders associated with crime prevention to include Garda Síochána, the courts, the probation service, the director of public prosecutions and support services.
5. Outline the function of society in relation to criminology and crime causation, taking into account socio-economic factors, the role of the media, political agendas and the role of the community.
6. Discuss the key characteristics of a range of crimes to include violent, youth, white-collar, property, cyber, trans-national, organised crime and terrorism.
7. Analyse the key characteristics and effects of a range of illegal drugs available in Ireland.
8. Select and use a variety of sources of data and statistics in relation to criminology and crime causation.
9. Identify health and safety strategies related to safe handling of hazardous evidence, chemical and explosive threats.
10. Examine the relationship between use of drugs and crime. 
11. Evaluate the key features of a range of initiatives established by communities, social services and law enforcement agencies aimed at combating drug use in Ireland.

Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom-based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1: Sociological, behavioural theories and terms relating to crime
Learning Outcome 1: 
Introduce the theories of criminology for example Classical School, Neo-Classical School, Positivist School, Differential Association, Strain Theory and Control Theory.
Consider the effect of society on human behaviour, for example:
· address;
· Culture
· Family
· Societal norms
· Group status
· Peer groups
· Social control - how behaviour is controlled by influence groups
· Mass media
· Household income
Familiarise the learner with what influences individual behaviour:
· Behavioural choices (what motivates people to make life choices)
· Attitudes to societal norms
· A person’s ability to deviate from cultural norms towards other societal norms

Learning Outcome 3:
· Explore with the learner and explain key terms for example:
· Sentencing
· Justice (for example restorative justice)
· Victim impact statements

Learning Outcome 5: 
Work with the learner to examine the role that sociology on criminal behaviour - for example:
· the processes of socialisation and social control
· considering subculture
· social groups
Outline the function of society in respect of socio-economic factors in relation to criminology and crime causation for example:
· income
· employment
· education
Outline the function of society in respect of media in relation to criminology and crime causation for example:
· sensationalism
· bias
· public opinion/perception
· legal constraints
Outline the function of society in respect of political agendas in relation to criminology and crime causation for example:
· enforcement of law – influenced by political & public opinion
· political priorities
· resources available
· lobby groups
Outline the function of society in respect of the role of the community in relation to criminology and crime causation for example:
· value systems
· awareness & prevention
Section 2: Legislation, Legal Systems & Stakeholders
Learning Outcome 2: 
Familiarise the learner with the key features of relevant legislation, for example current criminal legislation.

Learning Outcome 4:
Identify the role and characteristics of An Garda Síochána in crime prevention for example:
· Neighbourhood Watch
· Surveillance operations
· Community support
· Community Liaison officers
· Juvenile Liaison Officers
· Garda Forensics Team 
Identify the role and characteristics of the courts in crime prevention for example:
· European Courts, Supreme Court, High Court, Circuit Court, District Court, Small Claims Court
· Explore the role of a judge
· Explore the role of the jury
· The defendant
· Barrister
· Solicitor
· Court staff
Identify the role and characteristics of the probation services in crime prevention for example:
· Probation officers
· Social workers
· Department of Justice Training Workshops
Identify the role and characteristics of the director of public prosecutions in crime prevention for example:
· Duties
· Functions
· Staff
· Decision making process
Identify the role and characteristics of the support services in crime prevention for example:
· Garda support
· Youth & community groups
Section 3: The range of criminal activities and their effects on society, community & the individual
Learning Outcome 6:
Discuss the key characteristics of a range of crimes for example:
· violent crime
· youth crime
· white collar crime
· property crime
· cyber crime
· trans-national crime
· organised crime
· terrorist activity

Learning Outcome 7: 
Familiarise the learner with:
· common names
· methods of use
· active ingredients
· addiction levels
Analyse the effects for example:
· types (eg stimulant, depressant, hallucinogens)
· long and short term health effects
· effects upon family, groups, community and society

Learning Outcome 10: 
Enable the learner to understand the relationship between drugs and crime for example:
· effect on communities
· drugs and driving
· drugs and organised crime
· economic benefit of drug crime
· risk of prosecution
· penalties associated with drug crime

Section 4: Combating Crime: Prevention, Community Initiatives and Criminal Investigation
Learning Outcome 8: 
Familiarise the learner with secondary sources of information/data, for example:
· Central Statistics Office
· Public Records
· Statistical data gathered from local sources (e.g. student experiences, local newspapers/newsletters, community websites)
Enable the learner to use a variety of data and statistics to highlight the relationship between:
· Poverty and Crime
· Social Demographics and Crime
· Education, Gender and Crime

Learning Outcome 9: 
Identify with the student health and safety strategies of dealing with hazardous evidence, chemical threats, explosive threats:
· Identify hazard
· Assess risk level
· Reduce immediate exposure
· Implement control measures
Explore the forensic methods that can be used to prove a person committed a crime
Learning Outcome 11:
· Community against Drugs groups
· Dial to Stop Drug Dealing (National Drugs Strategy Team)
· Garda National Drugs Unit

Assessment
11a.	Assessment Techniques
Assignments			60%
Examination - Theory		40%
11b.	Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all Learning Outcomes from the component specification; each Learning Outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Outline the key principles and theories in relation to criminology and crime causation.
	Examination

	2. Identify current legislation in relation to criminology and crime causation.
	Examination 

	3. Explain key terminology in relation to criminology and crime causation.
	Assignment/ Examination

	4. Identify the role and characteristics of a range of stakeholders associated with crime prevention to include Garda Síochána, the courts, the probation service, the director of public prosecutions and support services.
	Assignment/ Examination

	5. Outline the function of society in relation to criminology and crime causation, taking into account socio-economic factors, the role of the media, political agendas and the role of the community.
	Assignment / Examination

	6. Discuss the key characteristics of a range of crimes to include violent, youth, white-collar, property, cyber, trans-national, organised crime and terrorism.
	Examination

	7. Analyse the key characteristics and effects of a range of illegal drugs available in Ireland.
	Assignment / Examination

	8. Select and use a variety of sources of data and statistics in relation to criminology and crime causation.
	Assignment / Examination

	9. Identify health and safety strategies related to safe handling of hazardous evidence, chemical and explosive threats.
	Examination

	10. Examine the relationship between use of drugs and crime.
	Assignment / Examination

	11. Evaluate the key features of a range of initiatives established by communities, social services and law enforcement agencies aimed at combating drug use in Ireland.
	Assignment / Examination



 11c.  	Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the assignment and examination paper, marking scheme and outline solutions for the examination. In devising the assessment briefs and examination papers, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the Learning Outcomes. 

Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence. 

	Criminology: Assignment 1
	30%

	Assignment should be carried out over a period of 3 - 6 weeks

	Crime, Society & Prevention
Explain key terminology in relation to criminology and crime causation to include:
· Sentencing
· Justice
· Victim Impact Statements
Research the function of society in relation to a crime area of your choice to include:  
· Crime causation
· Socio-economic factors
· Role of the media
· Role of political agendas
· Role of community
Identify the role and characteristics of a range of stakeholders associated with crime prevention to include:
· Garda Síochána
· The courts
· The probation service
· The director of public prosecutions 
· Support services
Your assignment should include:
· Relevant information appropriately presented.
· Understanding and knowledge of chosen topic clearly demonstrated.
· Present relevant data and statistics that support your work.
· Comprehensive evaluation of topic completed.
· Conclusions and recommendation(s), bibliography.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these.  Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	
Criminology: Assignment 2
	30%

	Assignment should be carried out over a period of 3 - 6 weeks

	Illegal Drugs & Crime
1. Investigate key characteristics and effects of a range of illegal drugs to include: 
· Types of drugs and their common names
· Methods of use
· Active ingredients, addiction levels and health effects
· Effects upon family, community and society
2. Investigate the relationship between drugs and crime to include:
· Effect on communities
· Drugs and driving
· Drugs and organised crime
· Risk of prosecution
· Penalties associated with drug crime 
3. Evaluate the key features of a range of initiatives aimed at combating drug use to include:
· Communities
· Social services 
· Law enforcement agencies 

Your assignment should include:
· Relevant information appropriately presented.
· Understanding and knowledge of chosen topic clearly demonstrated.
· Present relevant data and statistics that support your work.
· Comprehensive evaluation of topic completed.
· Conclusions and recommendation(s), bibliography.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these.  Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	Examination 
	40%

	The examination will be of two hours duration


	Assessors will be required to devise an examination paper as follows:

Section A:
10 short answer questions - answer 10.

Section B
2 structured questions - answer 2.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an examination paper.



Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.


	Criminology
5N2107
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment (1) 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Crime, Society & Prevention

	Explain key terminology in relation to criminology and crime causation to include:
· Sentencing
· Justice
· Victim Impact Statements
	8
	

	Function of society in relation to a crime area of choice including:
· Crime causation
· Socio-economic factors
· Role of the media
· Role of political agendas
· Role of community
	8
	

	Identify the role and characteristics of a range of stakeholders associated with crime prevention to include:
· Garda Síochána
· The Courts
· The Probation Service
· The Director of Public Prosecutions 
· Support Services
	8
	

	· Relevant information appropriately presented
· Understanding and knowledge of chosen topic clearly demonstrated
· Present relevant data and statistics that support the topics
· Comprehensive evaluation of topic completed
· Conclusion, Bibliography, Reference 
	


6

	

	Total Mark
	30
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Criminology 
5N2107 
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment (2) 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________

	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Illegal Drugs & Crime 

	· Types of drugs and their common names
· Methods of use
· Active ingredients, addiction levels and health effects
· Effects upon family, community and society
	



8
	

	· Drugs and driving
· Drugs and organised crime
· Risk of prosecution
· Penalties associated with drug crime 
	

8



	

	Initiatives 
· Communities
· Social services 
· Law enforcement agencies 
	
8
	

	· Relevant information appropriately presented
· Understanding and knowledge of chosen topic clearly demonstrated
· Present relevant data and statistics that support the topics
· Comprehensive evaluation of topic completed
· Conclusion, Bibliography, Reference 
	


6

	

	Total Mark
	30
	


NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................

	Criminology 
5N2107 
	Learner Marking Sheet
Examination 40%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
Written Examination (2 hours duration)
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Section A: Short Answer Questions
10 short questions, answer 10 (2 marks each) 
	
	

	Question No: 1
	2
	

	Question No: 2
	2
	

	Question No: 3
	2
	

	Question No: 4
	2
	

	Question No: 5
	2
	

	Question No: 6
	2
	

	Question No: 7
	2
	

	Question No: 8
	2
	

	Question No: 9
	2
	

	Question No: 10
	2
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	Section B: Structured Questions
	
	

	Question No: 1
	10
	

	Question No: 2
	10
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	Total Mark
	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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