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Introduction

This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 

The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise, the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content

The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.

Title of Programme Module
Community Addiction Studies

Component Name and Code 
Community Addiction Studies 5N1834

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to create awareness of drug/alcohol related issues and impacts on the individual, families and local communities while developing a shared understanding of effective, evidence based community responses
Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to understand the process of addiction and the impact of a broad range of drugs on users, families and communities.
· To assist the learner to understand patterns and trends of drug use on a community and national level.
· To enable the learner to critically evaluate a range of intervention strategies.
· To assist the learner to develop an understanding of the services that respond to addiction at a local and national level.
· To assist the learner in critically reflecting on own values, attitudes and beliefs in relation to addiction issues.
· To enable the learner to critically assess the role of the media in relation to addiction issues.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Community Addiction Studies through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 QQI Community Addiction Studies, 5N1834
Learners will be able to:
	Learning Outcomes


	1.  Explain the process of addiction in the context of different categories of drugs and their effects on the individual. 

	2.  Outline the effects and impacts of addiction on individuals, families and communities.

	3.  Analyse addiction in the context of its emotional dimensions and family dynamics.

	4.  Outline the trends in drug use in Ireland with a specific focus on drugs used and patterns of drug use in the local community.

	5. Identify the key agencies, national and local, that respond to addiction, focusing on strategies, interventions and supports available to individuals and families.

	6.  Undertake and present research on an issue of addiction at community level.

	7.  Critically assess a range of responses to addiction in communities which target interventions at different stages of the process of addiction in terms of their intervention strategies and effectiveness.

	8.  Situate different responses and/or interventions within the context of a model of understanding change within the process of addiction.

	9.  Critically analyse the role of the media in its treatment of addiction issues.

	10.  Critically reflect on own values and attitudes and values to addiction in order to identify ways  in which to become better involved in developing responses to addiction at a local level.



Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Learning Outcome 1: Explain the process of addiction in the context of different categories of drugs and their effects on the individual. 

Facilitate the learner to:
·  Explore their understanding and attitudes in relation to addiction at the start of the course and reflect on how these have changed at the end of the course.
· Examine the main drug categories and how they impact upon the individual.
· Understand the process of addiction and the impact on the user in relation to range of drugs  to include:
· Cocaine
· Heroin
· Benzodiazepines
· Marijuana
· Nicotine
· Alcohol
· MDMA
· Inhalants and Aerosols
· Emerging Drugs/Designer Drugs/Changes in Potency
· Examine/Outline a range of behavioural addictions to include gambling, eating disorders and self-harm
· Examine the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders -IV-TR criteria for addiction.  Examine a number of recognised definitions of addiction e.g. WHO, DSM.
· Develop an understanding of the significance of modes of drug administration
· Explore the concepts of:  
· Drug Half-life
· Effective and Lethal Dose
· Site of Action
· The Brain Blood Barrier

· Explore the main Theories of Addiction (e.g. Disease Model, Moral Model, Behavioural Models, Bio-Psyco-Social  Model)
Learning Outcome 2: Outline the effects and impacts of addiction on individuals, families and communities.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Reflect on the bio-psyco-social impact of addiction on individuals, families and communities.

· Introduce learners to the concepts of Co-dependency and Enabling.
· Explore the socio economic factors and how they relate to drug use and treatment e.g. link between drug use and poverty.

Learning Outcome 3: Analyse addiction in the context of its emotional dimensions and family dynamics.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Examine the emotional impact of addiction on the drug using family member.
· Challenge their understanding of the causes of addiction and explore the influence of 

· Peers
· Personal and Family Trauma
· Community Context
· Media portrayal of addiction

· Explore relevant theories of why people become addicted that include Social Learning Theory

· Explore the theories around family dynamics and how the drug user performs a ‘role’ or ‘function’ within the family.

· Explore a range of evidence based responses aimed at families, including parents, grandparents, siblings and grandchildren.


Learning Outcome 4: Outline the trends in drug use in Ireland with a specific focus on drugs used and patterns of drug use in the local community.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Examine and understand trends on a national level:
· HRB Statistics (Health Research Board Statistics series compiles data on problem alcohol and drug use)
· EMCDDA (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction)
· Drug Prevalence Surveys
· Use the ESPAD – the European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs, Drug Prevalence Survey  to identify prevalence and patterns of usage.
· HBSC Surveys (Health Behaviour in School-aged Children)
· National Advisory Committee on Drugs (NACD) and the National Prevalence Studies.

· Evaluate how the national trends and prevalence figure reflect what is happening in the learner’s local community.
Learning Outcome 5: Identify the key agencies, national and local that respond to addiction, focusing on strategies, interventions and supports available to individuals and families.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Distinguish between Statutory Agencies, Voluntary Agencies and Community Based Agencies.
· Understand the role of the sectors and how these sectors form part of the local, national and regional strategies.
· Understand the role of key Statutory Agencies to include: Gardai, Drug Squad, HSE 
· Understand the role of key Voluntary Agencies e.g.  Coolmine Treatment Centre, Ana Liffey Drug Project, Merchants Quay Drug Project, CityWide, Family Support Network.
· Understand the role of Community Agencies to include:   a sample of Community Drug Projects.
· Identify and critically evaluate the services available to drug users in their own communities.
Learning Outcome 6: Undertake and present research on an issue of addiction at community level. Explore and examine one or more research projects of addiction at community level.
Facilitate the learner to:
Select a community and:
· Examine patterns of drug use over a selected time period
· Identify services currently available (Statutory, Voluntary, Community)

· Explore an aspect of the problem of addiction in that community and the presented finding.
Learning Outcome 7: Critically assess a range of responses to addiction in communities which target interventions at different stages of the process of addiction in terms of their intervention strategies and effectiveness.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Understand the key objectives of the National Drugs Strategy and critically evaluate the effectiveness of the strategy.
· Be familiar with the key objectives of the National Drug Strategies.
· Examine the development of the Methadone Protocols.
· Define key concepts: e.g. Harm Reduction, Total Abstinence, Low Threshold, High Threshold
· Critically evaluate a range of 12 Step Approaches (e.g. Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Alateen)
· Examine the role of Harm Reduction Approaches at a community level with particular emphasis on the use of Methadone as an intervention.
· Form a foundation understanding of therapeutic interventions e.g. Motivational Interviewing 



Learning Outcome 8: Situate different responses and/or interventions within the context of a model of understanding change within the process of addiction.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Examine and understand a model of change widely used in the field of addiction.  E.g.The Wheel of Change developed by Prochaska and diClemente: Four Main Stages:  precontemplation, contemplation, preparation, action, maintenance and relapse.
· Apply the model to a range of client profiles presented.

Learning Outcome 9: Critically analyse the role of the media in its treatment of addiction issues.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Define the concepts of: stereotype, marginalisation, misrepresentation, sensationalisation
· Critically evaluate media reportage of a number of addiction related stories involving media celebrities.
· Critically evaluate the cinematic representation of: the process of addiction and recovery in a range of films e.g. Adam and Paul, Pulp Fiction and Trainspotting.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 10: Critically reflect on own values and attitudes to addiction in order to identify ways  in which the learner can become involved in developing responses to addiction at a local level.
Facilitate the learner to:
· Explore through the process of reflective practice journaling:  attitudes, values, assumptions and beliefs in relation to addiction.
· Articulate and reflect on own personal journey of understanding.
· Explore the role of community and service user involvement in policy making at local, regional and national level.


Assessment
11a.	Assessment Techniques
Portfolio/Collection of Work	60%
Assignment		40%

11b.	Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Technique

	1.  Explain the process of addiction in the context of different categories of drugs and their effects on the individual. 
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	2.  Outline the effects and impacts of addiction on individuals, families and communities.
	Assignment

	3.  Analyse addiction in the context of its emotional dimensions and family dynamics.
	Assignment

	4.  Outline the trends in drug use in Ireland with a specific focus on drugs used and patterns of drug use in the local community.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	5. Identify the key agencies, national and local that respond to addiction focusing on strategies, interventions and supports available to individuals and families.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	6.  Undertake and present research on an issue of addiction at community level.
	Assignment

	7.  Critically assess a range of responses to addiction in communities which target interventions at different stages of the process of addiction in terms of their intervention strategies and effectiveness.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	8.  Situate different responses and/or interventions within the context of a model of understanding change within the process of addiction.
	Assignment

	9.  Critically analyse the role of the media in its treatment of addiction issues.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work

	10.  Critically reflect on own values and attitudes and values to addiction in order to identify ways  in which to become better involved in developing responses to addiction at a local level.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work



11c.  	Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The internal assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Project and Assessment of Work from the Component Specification here.  In devising the assessment briefs care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes 1-10. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Assignment

	40%

	8-10 Weeks


	Learning Outcomes: 2,3,6,8, must be evidenced here.
The internal assessor will devise a project brief (e.g. Case Study) that requires candidates to 
demonstrate the learner’s understanding of: 
· The effects and impacts of addiction on the 
· individual
· family 
· community 
· Intervention strategies and a model of understanding change. 

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in assessment briefs





	Collection of Work

	60%

	12 – 16 Weeks


	Learning Outcomes: 1, 4, 5, 7,9,10, must be evidenced here.
The internal assessor will devise a project brief (e.g. 6 Short Reports) that requires candidates to demonstrate their understanding of key issues within the field of community addiction.

Six Key Issues 
· Drug Categories and the Process of Addiction
· Trends and Patterns of Drug Use in Ireland
· Key Agencies in the Addiction Field
· Intervention Strategies and Supports
· The Media and Addiction
· Critical Reflection on Values and Attitudes to Addiction

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these (select as appropriate). Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.


Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Community Addiction Studies
5N1834
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment
40%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________		
	Assessment Criteria
Learning Outcomes 2,3,6,8 should be evidenced here.
	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Planning  Research  Presentation 
· Undertake and present research on an issue of addiction at community level.
· Coherent plan outlining approach to be taken e.g. case study
· Use of a range of appropriate methods and sources
· Sources clearly acknowledged and bibliography included
· Findings clearly presented
	10
	

	Content
· Thorough understanding of the effects of addiction on individuals, families and communities 
· Analysis of the selected  issue in terms of its emotional dimensions and family dynamics
· Evidence of understanding one model of change and how it can be applied to the process of addiction.

	10

5

10
	

	Analysis
· Evidence examined objectively 
· Critical evaluation of findings
· Conclusions and recommendations are logical and rooted in foregoing material.
	5
	

	Total Mark

	40
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
	Community Addiction Studies
5N1834
	Learner Marking Sheet
Collection of Work
60%




Learner’s Name: ________________________________		
	Assessment Criteria
Learning Outcomes 1,4,5,7,9,10 should be evidenced here.
	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Planning and Presentation

· Use of a range of appropriate methods and sources
· Detailed research conducted.
· Sources clearly acknowledged, bibliography included
	

5
10
5

	

	Content
· Clear identification and discussion of key issues.

· Findings clearly organised and presented.

· Understanding and knowledge clearly demonstrated.

· Conclusions show evidence of critical thinking.
	
10

10

10

10
	

	Total Mark

	60
	





NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator's Signature: ............................................................   Date: ...............................
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