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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.
Title of Programme Module
Childminding Practice

Component Name and Code 
Childminding Practice 5N1766

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning)

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence in the principles, practices and guidelines underpinning best practice in Child minding, to enable the learner to work in a professional manner with children and parents in a Child-minding context within the home setting.

Objectives of the Programme Module

· To explore the roles and responsibilities of the child-minder
· To facilitate the learner to understand legislation and best practice guidelines 
· To facilitate the learner to acquire the knowledge to engage effectively with children and parents
· To facilitate the learner to write policies and procedures for a child-minding service 
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Early childhood Care and Education 5M2009 through the medium of the indicative content 
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Childminding Practice 5N1766
Learners will be able to:
1. Explore the role and responsibilities of the child-minder in relation to the provision of a quality service ensuring the well-being and  holistic development of the child
2. Examine legislation and national guidelines relating to the care, education and well-being of children
3. Outline elements of the home environment that promote health  safety and well-being of the children
4. Explain the importance of effectively engaging with children and their parents
5. Examine how a childminder can professionalise their service   provision
6. Devise written policies and procedures for a childminding service
7. Document the implications of legislation for the child and child-minder
8. Use strategies to improve personal effectiveness as a child-minder
9. Learn to reflect on personal experiences and relate theoretical learning to working with children
10. Assume full responsibility for interaction with children and adults expanding on current knowledge, skill and practice.


Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1 : Roles and Responsibilities
Outcome 1:  Explore the Roles and responsibility of the childminder in relation to the provision of a quality service ensuring the well -being and holistic development of the child
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 1, facilitate the learner to:
· Outline the range of roles and responsibilities for child-minders as providers of home based childcare
· Discuss the child-minders responsibilities regarding fire safety and emergencies
· Discuss the child-minders role in supporting children’s holistic development and promoting children’s well-being and sense of belonging
· Explain the importance of confidentiality as a central principle when working with families and children
· Identify a range of potential hazards and risks in the home environment, indoors and outdoors.

Outcome 3: Outline elements of the home environment that promote health, safety and well-being of the children
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 3, facilitate the learner to:
· Identify the key elements of quality home- based care. 
· Consider the implications of caring for a group of children of mixed ages within a home based service 
· List the features of a safe home environment to include: 
· Floor surfaces and coverings
· Windows and doors including window dressing
· Heating systems
· Bathrooms
· Kitchens 
· Nursery equipment and furniture
· Play equipment indoor and outdoor
· Road safety
· Car safety
· Water safety and garden safety
· Variable weather conditions,
· Other relevant equipment and areas 
· State the value of having a First Aid Certificate
· Plan for a range of experiences and play opportunities; indoors, outdoors and within the local community for: babies, toddlers, preschool children, school age children, groups of mixed-age children
· Discuss the importance and benefits to children of all ages of: Natural materials, Creative play, Imaginative play, Outdoor play, Physical play, Language, Play
· Consider the implications of caring for a group of mixed age children within a home based service 
· Plan and provide appropriate play spaces for children of different ages within a home-based service 
· Plan a range of nutritionally balanced and varied menus for children of different ages taking into account cultural factors, special needs and individual preferences 
· Outline strategies to promote and support healthy eating and lifestyle
· Devise strategies and practices to promote equality of opportunity and respect for diversity in home based childcare
· Devise strategies and practices to promote equality of opportunity and respect for d List possible symptoms of a sick child and the appropriate steps to be taken if a child becomes unwell
· Discuss diversity in home based childcare


Outcome 4:   Explain the importance of effectively engaging with children and their parents
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 4, facilitate the learner to:
· Recognise the  need for sensitivity in providing information and support to parents in relation to the learning and development of their child
· Outline the importance and value of working in collaboration with parents
· Discuss the elements of effective communication with children and their families
· Understand the importance of age and stage of development in relation to engaging with children and their parents 
· Show an understanding of different parenting styles
· Discuss the issues and concerns for all involved in the childminding relationship-Childminder, Minded children, Parents, Childminders own family
· Explain the importance of confidentiality as a central principle when working with families and children
· Outline factors which may influence behaviour and the links between behaviour and emotional development
Outcome 10: Assume full responsibility for interaction with children and adults expanding on current knowledge, skill and practice.
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 10, facilitate the learner to:
· Appreciate the importance of regular formal meetings between childminders and parents
· Be aware of the importance of providing  both formal and informal opportunities for communication and information sharing with parents

Section 2: Guidelines and Procedures
Outcome 2:     Examine legislation and national guidelines relating to the care, education and well-being of children
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 2, facilitate the learner to:
· Examine the following legislation and national guidelines:
· Child Care Act (1991) 
· Child Care (Pre-school Services) Regulations (1996, 1997 and 2006) 
· Síolta The National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education in Ireland.
· Aistear - The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework. 
· United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1992) 
· Equality Acts (2004)
· Safety, Health and Welfare Regulations
· Children First : national guidelines for the protection and welfare of children and young people
· Our Duty to Care : the principles of good practice for the protection of children and young people     
                
· Identify a range of appropriate policies and procedures for home-based childcare to include:  
· Behaviour guidance
· Health and safety, 
· Illness exclusion and immunisation
· Accidents Incidents and Injuries, 
· Medication, 
· Healthy eating, 
· Hygiene, Record 
· Keeping, 
· Settling in/collection of children, 
· Child Protection, Outings/excursions,
· Other relevant policies and procedures

· State the steps to be followed in the event of a Child protection issue/concern arising
· Summarise the relevant legislation and regulations in relation to home-based care


Outcome 5:     Examine how a child minder can professionalise their service provision
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:
· Identify current support bodies and funding sources available for child-minders
· Devise mechanisms for marketing and promoting a child-minding service

Outcome 6: Devise written policies and procedures for a child minding service
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 6, facilitate the learner to:
· Devise and maintain a range of appropriate business records and accounts 
· Devise and maintain records of information e.g. record cards, attendance book, accident and incident books etc.
· Develop a parent/childminder contract
· Discuss the insurance considerations for childminders
· Devise appropriate routines, practices and procedures to ensure children’s safety and health in a home based service

Outcome 7: Document the implications of legislation for the child and child-minder
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 7, facilitate the learner to:
· Have an awareness of current relevant legislation and best practice guidelines 
· Outline the legal responsibilities and obligations of the child-minder as a self-employed person
· Devise a safety statement

Section 3: Personal Development and Child minding
Outcome 8: Use strategies to improve personal effectiveness as a child-minder
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:
· Discuss the value of peer support and networking for childminders 
· Undertake an audit of personal and professional skills, knowledge and qualities
· Understand the importance of reflecting on their own role as a childminder
· Have an awareness of the value of reflection in supporting quality experiences for each child
· Show an awareness of other childcare services which offer support and relevant professional training
Outcome 9:      Learn to reflect on personal experiences and relate theoretical learning to working with children
In order to achieve Learning Outcome 9, facilitate the learner to:
· Apply principles of theory and practice
· Identify areas where up skilling or changing approaches is necessary for best practice

Assessment
[bookmark: Section11]11a. Assessment Techniques
In order to demonstrate that they have reached the standards of knowledge, skill and competence identified in all the learning outcomes, learners are required to complete the assessment(s) below.  
Project	          				50%
Portfolio/Collection of Work		50%	
11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Explore the role and responsibilities of the childminder in relation to the provision of a quality service ensuring the well-being and holistic development of the child
	Project

	2. Examine legislation and national guidelines relating to the care, education and well-being of children
	Project

	3. Outline elements of the home environment that promote health, safety and well-being of the children
	Portfolio/Collection of Work 

	4.  Explain the importance of effectively engaging with children and their parents
	Portfolio/Collection of Work   and Project

	5.  Examine how a childminder can professionalise their service provision
	Project

	6.  Devise written policies and procedures for a childminding service
	Portfolio/Collection of Work Project

	7.  Document the implications of legislation for the child and childminder
	Project

	8. Use strategies to improve personal effectiveness as a childminder
	Portfolio/Collection of Work and Project

	9.  Learn to reflect on personal experiences and relate theoretical learning to working with children
	Portfolio/Collection of Work 

	10.  Assume full responsibility for interaction with children and adults expanding on current knowledge, skill and practice.
	Portfolio/Collection of Work



11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the project and collection of work.  In devising the assessment briefs care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Project
	50%

	Project  can be completed over 6-8 weeks

	
The project will provide evidence of learning for Learning Outcomes 1,2,4,5,6,7,10

The project will investigate Current legislation and how this relates to best practice for a home based service, covering:

· Roles and responsibilities of the child-minder
· Current legislation, national guidelines  and its implications for practice
· Importance of on-going training and professional development
 
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.












	Portfolio 
	50%

	The collection of work will be compiled over the course of the academic year

	
The collection of work will provide evidence of learning for Learning Outcomes 3,4,6,8,9

The learner will collate a portfolio/collection of work, which will include a number of written policies and procedures relating to best practice in a child minding setting.

The following topics should be included:

· Healthy eating 
· Safety
· Behaviour
· Delivering and Collecting
· Illness 

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.




Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful:	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
	Childminding Practice 5N1766
	Learner Marking Sheet
Project 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Comprehensive exploration and clear understanding of issues
	15
	

	Extensive research of Current legislation and national guidelines and their implications for practice
	15
	

	Considered evaluations and conclusions
	10
	

	Appropriate references and bibliography
	10
	

	Total Mark
	50
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS


The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator’s Signature: ___________________________     Date: ___________________

	Childminding Practice 5N1766
	Learner Marking Sheet
Portfolio 50%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Good collection of policies and procedures
	10
	

	Logical organisation of work
	10
	

	Detailed description of factors
	10
	

	Critical evaluations of issues involved
	10
	

	Clear understanding of safety concerns
	10
	

	Total Mark
	50
	





NO ROUNDING OF MARKS


The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator’s Signature: ___________________________     Date: ___________________
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