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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. 
The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.
The programme module is structured as follows:
	1. Title of Programme Module                          

	2. QQI Component Title and Code               

	3. Duration in hours                                                      

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.

Title of Programme Module
Child Development

Component Name and Code 
Child Development 5N1764

Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self-directed learning).

Credit Value
15 Credits 

Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.

Special Requirements
None

Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to provide the learner with an introduction to the theory and practice of child development from 0-6 years.  The component aims to promote good practice, equality of opportunity and respect for diversity in lifestyles, religion and culture in early years care.

Objectives of the Programme Module
· Understand the concept of progression in child development.
· Identify and respond appropriately to children’s developmental needs in the home and the early years setting.
· Appreciate variations within the normative range of development.
· Recognise the contribution of adults to the development of children.
· Recognise the value of observation as a learning and research tool for the childcare worker.
· Understand the integrated role of play and development.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE)/ Childcare through the medium of the indicative content.
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.

Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Child Development 5N1764

Learners will be able to:
1. Explain the holistic development of the child to include physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, moral, spiritual, creative and cultural development.
2. Describe a range of theories of child development and learning to include Piaget, Chomsky, Erikson, Bowlby, Ainsworth, Pavlov, Skinner.
3. Describe the influence of family, social, cultural and environmental factors on child development and learning.
4. Identify the benefits of play to the child’s holistic development and learning, mindful of diversity, inclusion and equality of opportunity.
5. Describe the contribution of the practitioner/parent/guardian to the development and learning of children in the home and in the ECCE setting.
6. Apply theoretical principles of child development in the ECCE setting.
7. Document children’s developmental progress against normative milestones of development.
8. Carry out observations in support of programme planning for individual children and groups.
9. Recommend suitable play activities to promote holistic development and learning.
10. Evaluate own role and practice in supporting the development and learning of the child.

Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.
Section 1: Theory of Development
1. 	Explain the holistic development of the child to include physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, moral, spiritual, creative and cultural development

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 1, facilitate the learner to:
· Outline the normative pattern of development from conception to birth.
· Summarise the effects of teratogens on the normal progression of prenatal development.
· Explore the factors which may influence development during the peri-natal and post-natal stages of development.
· Explain the different primitive reflexes in relation to stimuli and responses.
· Differentiate between the concepts of growth & development.
· Explain the concept of normative development on children and the scope for individual variation in development.
· Outline  the sequence/stages of each area of development from conception to 6 years.
· Explain the developmental needs of children in relation to what is age and stage appropriate.
· Describe the role of the practitioner/caregiver in promoting child development.
· Explain the inter-relationship of all the areas of child development.
· Discuss the influence of research on theoretical perspectives of child development. 
· Explain the Nature/Nurture debate in relation to childcare.

2. 	Describe a range of theories of child development and learning

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 2, facilitate the learner to:

Explore the main influential theories underpinning current practice (0-6yrs only): e.g. 
· Physical Development - Arnold Gesell and Esther Thelen.
· Cognitive Development - Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky and Jerome Bruner.
· Language Development - Noam Chomsky, Jerome Bruner, B. F. Skinner.
· Social Development - Rudolph Schaffer, John Bowlby, Mary Ainsworth and Harry Harlow.
· Emotional Development- Erik Erikson and Sigmund Freud.


3. 	Describe the influence of family, social, cultural and environmental factors on child development.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 3, facilitate the learner to:

· Explain clearly each factor: family, social, cultural and environmental factors on development and learning.
· Explore the positive and negative influence of each factor on the child’s holistic development.

4. 	Identify the benefits of play to the child’s holistic development and learning, mindful of diversity, inclusion and equality of opportunity.

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 4, facilitate the learner to:

· Identify the different types of Play: creative, physical, pretend, language and games with rules.
· Show an understanding of inclusive practice, diversity and equality of opportunity for all children regardless of age, stage of development, cultural background, and particular needs while providing for play opportunities.

5. 	Describe the contribution of the practitioner/ parent / guardian to the development and learning of children in the home and in the ECCE setting

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 5, facilitate the learner to:

· Comment on the impact of the caregiver on the holistic development of the child in relation to providing for the child’s interests, appropriate resources, activities/experiences and conducting observations, consulting children, planning and adult interventions. 
· Consider the factors which can influence development and learning in the home/setting to include physiological factors, developmental stage, emotional factors, adult responses. 
· Suggest appropriate management techniques that the caregiver can use to promote development and learning in the setting/home.
· Be aware of the themes of Aistear (well-being, identity and belonging, communication, exploring and thinking) the early Childhood Curriculum Framework.

Section 2: Applying Theory to Practice

6. 	Apply theoretical principles of child development in the ECCE setting

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 6, facilitate the learner to:

· Reflect on the importance of positive relationships with children, parents and practitioners.
· Express the importance of a balanced, developmentally appropriate routine /curriculum within the ECCE setting/home.  
· Demonstrate how a variety of learning experiences/activities are relevant and enjoyable for children.
· Appreciate the necessity of working effectively with staff members in planning, assessment and record-keeping.
· Recognise diversity and promote equal opportunities among children within the ECCE setting/home.
· Employ positive behavioural management techniques.  


7.	Document children’s developmental progress against normative milestones of development

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 7, facilitate the learner to:

· Access normative milestones using secondary sources.
· Use a range of appropriate observation methods/techniques to compare to normative milestones in different situations.

8. 	Carry out observations in support of programme planning for individual children and groups

	In order to achieve Learning Outcome 8, facilitate the learner to:	

· Use a range of appropriate observation methods/techniques to compare to normative milestones in different situations.
· Appreciate individual variations when using normative milestones to evaluate children’s developmental progress.
· Reflect upon confidentiality issues when carrying out observations.
· State a clear aim for doing an observation.
· Document appropriate background information in support of programme planning.
· Present an accurate record of a range of appropriate observation methods/techniques. 
· Compare the evidence gathered from the observation of the child with the normative milestones that have been identified in the observation method/technique.
· Evaluate the age appropriateness of the observed skills of the child/children observed.
· Make recommendations for appropriate ways to meet the developmental needs of the child.
· Reflect on the learners personal learning as a result of the observation.
· Include text citation and reference list. 
· Respect the confidentiality issues relating to all documentation pertaining to children carried out in partnership with the ECCE setting/home.
· Recognize the need for unbiased, non-judgemental observation practices.


9. 	Recommend suitable play activities to promote holistic development and learning

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 9, facilitate the learner to:

· Recognise the value of a variety of activities and experiences in enriching developmental progress, e.g. :
· Language development: books, songs and rhymes music, speaking and listening,  early reading and writing, experimenting with sounds, words and texts.
· Cognitive development; counting, using numbers in context, recognising numerals, sorting and matching, number operations, number rhymes, songs and stories, using mathematical language.
· Social and emotional development: games of various types, turn-taking and sharing, working as a group, role-play dressing and personal hygiene.
· Physical development: physical play using balls and small equipment, physical activity using large equipment, activities to encourage balance, coordination and movement, handling tools, objects, equipment and materials safely, activities to develop awareness of keeping healthy.
· Creative development: activities involving texture, shape form, space colour and dimension. Sand activities, tactile and sensory experiences, imagination and role-play, music, dance, stories using imagination, expression of thoughts and ideas through tools and materials.


10.   Evaluate own role and practice in supporting the development and learning of the child

In order to achieve Learning Outcome 10, facilitate the learner to:

· Reflect on personal learning gained to change/develop practice.
· Relate an understanding of a number of issues such as recording/reporting, policies, confidentiality, teamwork, partnership with parents, planning, children’s rights, curricula, organisational skills, legislation, professional development.
· Appreciate the value of continued professional development (CPD) and self-reliance in seeking further advice and support. 


Assessment
11a. Assessment Techniques
[bookmark: Section11]Collection of Work	40%
Assignment                       30%
Examination                      30%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Explain the holistic development of the child to include physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, moral, spiritual, creative and cultural development.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Examination                      

	2. Describe a range of theories of child development and learning.
	Examination                      

	3. Describe the influence of family, social, cultural and environmental factors on child development.
	Examination

	4. Identify the benefits of play to the child’s holistic development and learning, mindful of diversity, inclusion and equality of opportunity.
	Collection of Work and Assignment and Examination

	5. Describe the contribution of the practitioner/ parent / guardian to the development and learning of children in the home and in the ECCE setting.
	Collection of Work and Assignment and Examination

	6. Apply theoretical principles of child development on the ECCE setting.
	Collection of Work and  Assignment

	7. Document children’s developmental progress against normative milestones of development.
	Collection of Work 

	8. Carry out observations in support of programme planning for individual children and groups.
	Collection of Work and Assignment

	9. Recommend suitable play activities to promote holistic development and learning.
	Assignment

	10. Evaluate own role and practice in supporting the development and learning of the child. 
	Collection of Work and Assignment



11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the collection of work and assignment and an examination paper, marking scheme and outline solutions for the examination.  In devising the assessment briefs and examination paper, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. 
Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.
	Collection of Work
	40%

	Collection of work  will be compiled over the duration of the course

	The learner will compile a collection of work that demonstrates the following Learning Outcomes 4,5,6,7,8 and 10.
The Collection of Work will include five child observations. A minimum of three methods/techniques must be used by the learner in compiling the Collection of Work. Each observation will address one of the five areas of development; Physical, Cognitive, Social, Emotional and Language Development. Each of the following age ranges will be represented in at least one observation; 0-1years, 1-3 years, 3-6 years.
The learner will be required to present written documentation in support of each observation.  The Written documentation will consist of the following sections.
 Aim: A Statement on the aim or purpose of the observation clearly stating which area of development is being observed.
Background Information: Details of the setting. The type of observation method/technique used.  The time of start time and finishing the observation.  The date of the observation. A brief description of the child/group of children including age, gender and any other relevant details.
Observation Record: An objective account of the observation.  Format will depend on the observation method/technique used e.g. Checklist, time sample, even sample, anecdotal record, narrative/written record etc.
Evaluation: An explanation of the data.  Integration with previous learning and experience.  Inclusion of relevant citations.  The learner will demonstrate sensitivity to the needs of the individual children and their development and also to the limitations of normative measurement.
Recommendations: Make recommendations of appropriate ways to meet the developmental needs of the child.
Personal Learning: A reflection by the learner on their own understanding of child development and any other incidental learning they have realised from doing this observation.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these.  Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	Assignment 
	30%

	3-5 weeks

	
The assignment will provide evidence of Learning Outcomes 4,5,6,8,9 and 10.
The internal assessor will devise a brief that requires the learner to utilise their observation skills to plan for and evaluate a play activity/experience and the effects of such an experience on the holistic development of the child. 
The learner will be required to review a play activity they have implemented and   escribe how the play activity impacts on the holistic development of the child/children and how it links to the themes of Aistear (Well- being, Identity and Belonging, Communication, Exploring and Thinking)- The Early Childhood Curriculum framework. 
The learner must include a reflective account of the role of the practitioner in supporting the learning needs of the child/children and offer appropriate suggestions/recommendations to meet the needs of the child/children observed.
The learner must demonstrate an awareness of the following important issues:
· The importance of current research/theory.  
· Sensitivity to the child, objectivity & the influence of the observer on the child.
· Individual variation and the limitations of normative measurement.
· The influence of the environment on the child.
*The play activity must include comprehensive planning, detailed implementation, evaluation and recommendations.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format.  
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.









	Examination
	30%

	2 Hours

	
The examination will provide evidence of Learning Outcomes 1,2,3,4,5.
The internal assessor will devise a theory based examination that assesses the learner ability to recall and apply theory and understanding, requiring responses to a range of question types - short answer and structured.  These questions may be answered in different media such as in writing or orally.
The examination will be 2 hours in duration.  
The format of the examination will be as follows: 
Section A
10 short answer questions – learners are required to answer all (2 marks each).

Section B
2 structured questions – learners are required to answer both (20 Marks each).




Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit: 		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.


	Child Development 5N1764
	Learner Marking Sheet
Collection of Work 40%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum Mark
	Learner Mark

	Coherent aims and rationale expressed.
	5
	

	Appropriate background information included.
	5
	

	Specified range of Developmental areas and ages studied.
	20
	

	Detailed and impartial observation records.
	20
	

	Critical evaluation of observations.
	10
	

	Clear age appropriate recommendations provided.
	10
	

	Considered reflection on Personal Learning.
	5
	

	Required number of methods/techniques employed.
	5
	

	Total Mark
	80
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator’s Signature:  _________________________       Date: ___________________






	Child Development 5N1764
	Learner Marking Sheet
Assignment 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum
Mark
	Learner
Mark

	Detailed Observational Evidence
	5
	

	Comprehensive evaluation of the impact of the play activity on the child/children’s development and learning
	15
	

	Comprehensive evaluation of the role of the learner in supporting the needs of the child/children
	15
	

	Appropriate understanding of relevant issues
	15
	

	Detailed written account of a play activity, showing good planning and implementation and well considered recommendations
	10
	

	Total Mark
	60
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet


External Authenticator’s Signature:  _________________________       Date: ___________________



	


	Child Development 5N1764
	Learner Marking Sheet
Examination 30%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum
Mark
	Learner Mark

	
Section A: Short answer questions.   
10 Questions answer 10 (2 marks each)
	

	

	Question No.  1
	2
	

	Question No.  2
	2
	

	Question No.  3
	2
	

	Question No.  4
	2
	

	Question No.  5
	2
	

	Question No.  6
	2
	

	Question No.  7
	2
	

	Question No.  8
	2
	

	Question No.  9
	2
	

	Question No.10 
	2
	

		Subtotal
	20
	

	
Section B: Structured Questions.
2 Questions answer 2 (20 marks each)
	
	

	Question No.1
	20
	

	Question No. 2  
	20
	

	Subtotal
	40
	

	Total Mark
	60
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS

The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature:  _________________________       Date: ___________________
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