

[image: ]

Laois and Offaly ETB

Programme Module for 
Ceramics

leading to 

Level 5 QQI  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ceramics 
5N0759 

Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a QQI minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 QQI Certificate. The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module. The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. QQI Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of QQI Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment
a. Assessment Technique(s)
b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)
c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria


Integrated Delivery and Assessment
The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 
Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 
Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. 
The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.

Title of Programme Module
Ceramics
Component Name and Code 
Ceramics 5N0759
Duration in Hours
150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)
Credit Value
15 Credits 
Status
This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure.
Special Requirements
None
Aim of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to provide the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to use clay in a creative manner utilising a wide range of techniques and processes.
Objectives of the Programme Module
· To enable the learner to explore in a creative manner the nature, characteristics and decorative possibilities of clay.
· To enable the learner to plan and translate two- dimensional ideas or drawings into three- dimensional forms using a range of ceramic processes.
To enable the learner to explore their work and the work of others within a historical and cultural context.
· To create an awareness of a range of ceramic processes and techniques including the kiln firing process.
· To enable the learner to operate and implement safe ceramic workshop practises and procedures.
· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to ceramics through the medium of indicative content.
· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.
Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Ceramics 5N0759
Learners will be able to:

1.  Demonstrate a knowledge of the historical and cultural role of ceramics.

2. Express an understanding of the nature and characteristics of clay as a material.

3. Explain the purpose of a range of ceramic processes including the kiln firing process.

4. Plan and translate two-dimensional ideas and or drawings into three dimensional forms.

5.  Experiment with various surface decorative techniques. 

6.  Explore clay as a creative medium. 

7. Adapt a personal and creative response to clay.

8. Employ critical awareness of work of self and others.

9. Analyse clay-forming techniques and processes encountered.

10. Employ a range of ceramic processes to include coiling, slab building, clay- modelling, slip-casting, mould-making, tile making and throwing.

11. Operate and implement safe ceramic workshop practices and procedures.

12. Make informed critical judgment of work executed.



Indicative Content 
This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

Section 1: Contextualise Learner Practise
· Demonstrate a knowledge of the historical and cultural role of ceramics: 
· Create and awareness of the major developments within the history of ceramics.
· Facilitate the learner to carry out basic comparative studies of different aspects of historical/contemporary ceramics.

· Employ critical awareness of work of self and others:
· Facilitate the learner to partake in class-based discussion on their work and the work of their peers.
· Facilitate the leaner to visit galleries and exhibitions to research and gather information on contemporary and historical practise.

· Make informed critical judgement of work executed:
· Review of the learner's application of skills and knowledge of ceramics at various stages throughout the creative process.
· Facilitate the learner to assess their work in relation to the initial objective of the piece. 
· Facilitate the learner to assess their work in relation to the work of recognised artists.

Section 2: Research
· Express an understanding of the nature and characteristics of clay as a material:
· Facilitate the learner to compile a notebook to show an understanding of the comparative properties of clay.
· Facilitate the learner to compile a range of clay and glaze samples.
· To create an awareness of how to prepare and recycle clay.

· Explain the purpose of a range of processes including the kiln firing process:
· To create an awareness of how to load and unload a kiln for bisque and glaze firings.
· To create an awareness of the effects of heat on clay and glazes during the bisque and glaze firing cycles.
· To create an awareness of the various fuels and temperature control methods used in firing.
· To create an awareness of the different firing temperatures for different clays and glazes. 
· To create an awareness of the function and components of kiln.

· Explore clay as a creative medium:
· Facilitate the learner to interpret a brief and translate it into clay.
· Facilitate the learner to develop ideas through clay with the aid of sketches.
· Facilitate the learner to develop a series of creative ideas culminating in a completed clay project.

· Adapt a personal response to clay: 
· Facilitate the learner to explore diverse sources for inspiration and subject matter.
· Facilitate the learner to research a diverse range of ideas and innovative approaches to traditional skills and techniques.
· Facilitate the learner to carry out research for projects independently and evaluate the suitability of sources and subject matter.

Section 3: Techniques
· Plan and translate two dimensional ideas and drawings into three dimensional forms:
· Facilitate the learner to develop a series of drawings/ 2D ideas to create an original ceramic piece.
· Facilitate the learner to compile support material to facilitate the transition from 2D to 3D.
· Employ a range of ceramic processes to include coiling, slab building, clay modelling, slip casting, mould making, tile making and throwing.
· Facilitate the learner to be able to present both 2D and 3D evidence of competence in the processes outlined above. 
· Facilitate the learner to be able to demonstrate the necessary research and support. material for the range of ceramic processes outlined above.

· Analyse clay-forming techniques and processes encountered.
· Experiment with various surface decorative techniques:
· Enable the learner to explore a variety of decorative techniques for use on clay both at the unfired and fired stage of decorative techniques into work.
· Facilitate the learner to compile a technical notebook and produce a range of samples of various decorative techniques.
· Incorporate a variety of decorative techniques into work.

· Operate and implement safe ceramic workshop practices and procedures:
· Facilitate the learner to demonstrate the ability to clean and store tools and equipment safely.
· To facilitate the learner to understand and implement the safe use of tools and equipment.
·  To create an awareness of the importance of cleaning the workspace after use.
· Facilitate the learner to compile a technical notebook with evidence of potential hazards when using clay, glazes, oxides and all associated materials.

 Assessment
11a.	Assessment Techniques
Collection of Work 	60%
Skills Demonstration 	40%

11b.	Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Demonstrate a knowledge of the historical and cultural role of ceramics.
	Collection of Work

	2. Express an understanding of the nature and characteristics of clay as a material.
	Collection of Work

	3. Explain the purpose of a range of ceramic processes including the kiln firing process.
	Collection of Work

	4. Plan and translate two-dimensional ideas and drawings into three dimensional forms.
	Collection of Work

	5. Experiment with various surface decorative techniques.
	Collection of Work

	6. Explore clay as a creative medium.
	Project

	7. Adapt a personal and creative response to clay.
	Project

	8. Employ critical awareness of work of self and others.
	Project

	9. Analyse clay-forming techniques and processes encountered.
	Collection of Work

	10. Employ a range of ceramic processes to include coiling, slab building, clay modelling, slip casting, mould making, tile making and throwing.
	Collection of Work

	11. Operate and implement safe ceramic workshop practices and procedures.
	Collection of Work

	12. Make informed critical judgment of work executed.
	Project





11c.  	Guidelines for Assessment Activities
The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Collection of Work and the Skills Demonstration.  In devising the assessment briefs care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Collection of Work

	60%

	The collection of work may be produced throughout the duration of this programme module:


	The Learner will compile a collection of work to include evidence that demonstrates the following:
· Contextualise learner practise to include:
· Wide range of contextual research material accumulated.
· Historical and contemporary use of clay clearly understood.
· Critical evaluation and aesthetic judgement applied in work.

· Research to include:
· Extensive exploration of the properties and characteristics of clay evident.
· Appropriate experiments carried out with clay and firing process.
· Effects of heat on clay and glazes clearly understood. 
· Extensive study of glazes and finishes undertaken.

· Techniques to include:
· Competent development of work from 2D to 3D.
· Clear understanding of the entire firing process.
· High level of skill demonstrated in the following clay forming techniques: coiling, slab-building, clay- modelling, slip- casting, mould making, tile-making, throwing.
· Creative application and skill shown in a range of surface decorative treatments.
· Safe, effective use of tools and equipment and an awareness of all relevant health and safety issues.
 
The collection of work will include notebooks, sketchbooks, relevant support studies and finished work. Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of a range of appropriate media. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. All instructions for the learner should be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.






	Project 
	40%

	The Learner will complete a project  to include evidence that demonstrates the following:
· Visual exploration of theme:
· Accurate and creative interpretation of brief evident.
· Comprehensive research carried out.
· Illustrative sketches presented.

· Mastery of tools and techniques:
· Materials effectively used. 
· High level of skill demonstrated in clay forming techniques.
· High level of skill demonstrated in decorative techniques.

· Completed item:
· Process of good critical evaluation evident in the completion and presentation of the finished piece.

The collection of work will include notebooks, sketchbooks, relevant support studies and finished work. Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of a range of appropriate media. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format. All instructions for the learner should be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.




12. Grading
Distinction: 	80% - 100% 
Merit:		65% - 79%
Pass: 		50% - 64%
Unsuccessful: 	0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.
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	Learner Marking Sheet
Collection of Work 60%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria
	Maximum
Mark
	Learner
Mark

	Contextualise learner practise:
· Wide range of contextual research material accumulated.
· Historical and contemporary use of clay clearly understood.
· Critical evaluation and aesthetic judgement applied in work.

	10
	

	Research:
· Extensive exploration of the properties and characteristics of clay evident.
· Appropriate experiments carried out with clay and firing process.
· Effects of heat on clay and glazes clearly understood. 
· Extensive study of glazes and finishes undertaken.

	20
	

	Techniques: 
· Competent development of work from 2D to 3D. 
· Clear understanding of the entire firing process.
· High level of skill demonstrated in the following clay forming techniques: coiling, slab-building, clay- modelling, slip- casting, mould making, tile-making, throwing.
· Creative application and skill shown in a range of surface decorative treatments.
· Safe, effective use of tools and equipment and an awareness of all relevant health and safety issues.

	30
	

	Total Mark

	60
	



NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	_________________________	Date: ___________________


	
Ceramics
 5N0759
	Learner Marking Sheet
Project 40%



Learner’s Name: ________________________________
	Assessment Criteria

	MaximumMark
	Learner
Mark

	Visual exploration of Theme
· Creative interpretation of brief evident
· Comprehensive research carried out
· Development of work  displayed through Illustrative sketches 

	15
	

	Mastery of tools and techniques
· Materials effectively used 
· Competence demonstrated in clay forming techniques
· Competence demonstrated in decorative techniques

	15
	

	Completed item
· Critical evaluation evident in the completion and presentation of the finished piece

	10
	

	Total Mark

	40
	




NO ROUNDING OF MARKS
The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work of the named learner and that the marks awarded here have been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator’s Signature: 	_________________________	Date: ______________
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